Summer 2012

Rhododendron in full bloom on
Jane Bald in the Roan Highlands
of western North Carolina

UPCOMING EVENTS
June 12 - NCEMGVA Board of Directors
Meeting, Iredell County Extension,
Statesville, NC.
June 28 - Brunswick County MGVA monthly meeting featuring The Green
Swamp by Sara Babin, The Nature
Conservancy, 10 am. All EMGs welcome.
July 26 - Brunswick County MGVA monthly meeting featuring Managing
Garden and Landscape Pests Organically
by Charlotte Glen, Ext. Agent, Pender
County. 10 am. All EMGs welcome.
October 16 - NCEMGVA Board of
Directors Meeting, Onslow County
Extension, Jacksonville, NC.

North Carolina
Extension Master Gardener
Volunteer Association
Helping North Carolina Grow
Asheville, May, Biltmore, and Bryce
What’s Not to Like?
An Ode to Conference 2012
The registration volunteers processed us with a smile,
The Hilton staff were excellent and went the extra mile,
Green-aproned hosts, they were the most; no question could defeat ‘em,
Despite the fact the lobby had become an arboretum.
The Haywood tour endured some rain,
But no one seemed to mind it,
The MGVA Suite was nice,
Provided you could find it,
The workshops were inspiring,
Though attendees found it strange,
With beer at the Reception,
No one danced to Balsam Range!
Cullina gave us Natives,
Sugar, Sex, and photo lures,
While Alexander prepped us for
The morning Biltmore tours,
The sessions were informative, from vegetables and trees,
To living walls, medicinals, and non-native species.
The Tuesday evening banquet,
Well it dragged a bit that’s true,
With rolling years and changing names,
To try and muddle through,
But no one could deny there,
Wasn’t irony in play,
When Buncombe agent Blue was
Drawn to win the Hilton stay.
It fell to Bryce to wind things up – he always does so well,
“The Good, the Bad, and Ugly” with the last: a limb that fell,
And crushed his car. The experts said: ‘twas just its time to go,
So, too, for us, with luggage, plants, and memories in tow.
More pictures from the conference are available on the NCEMGVA website.

Onslow Awarded Competitive Matching Grant
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The 2012 Competitive Grant award was presented to the Onslow County Master Gardeners at
the May membership meeting. The $1,000.00
award will be used to host a regional symposium
in Jacksonville this Fall. The Competitive Grant
program is open to all EMG programs. The deadline for applications is April 1, 2013. For more
information, visit the NCEMGVA website.

Chair Anita Lawson making the
award to Onslow’s Barbara Walters

Newsletter Staff
Editor: Bob Kellam

Mycorrhizae: Treasures Beneath our Feet
By Louise Romanow, Wake County

Wake County MG
Ph: 919-231-2827
bob_kellam@msn.com

This spring I have been mining some old wood-chip compost piles, which have
decomposed quite a bit, spreading the rich, soft, largely broken down material onto
garden beds. It's a great way to flatten the leaves
District Reporters:
still there so they will rot more quickly and it
West District:
certainly dresses up the beds. I use a narrowtined mulching fork. I soon discovered that the
Betty Lockwood
trees surrounding the mulch piles had sent roots
Henderson County
betty.lockwood0927@gmail.com into them. Hoping that the roots I was disturbing were not crucial to the surrounding trees, I
Avery, Buncombe, Cherokee, Cherokee
persisted in digging up the mulch. Then I began
Resv., Clay, Graham, Haywood, Henderson, Jackson, Macon, Madison,
to notice a curious, white fungus in the mulch
McDowell, Mitchell, Polk, Swain, Tranpiles. Was it growing on the tree roots or on the
sylvania, Watauga, Yancey
wood chips? Well, kind of both, I learned. What I
discovered are mycorrhizae ('fungus roots' in
West Central District:
Mycorrhizal mycelium (a single
Greek), which connect to the roots of trees,
Debbie Moore Clark
clone) growing in chipped wood comshrubs, even vegetables or flowers, sending out
Mecklenburg County
post. (I disturbed the roots.)
topiarydmc@carolina.rr.com long thin filaments of fungus (hyphae) into surrounding organic matter.
Alexander, Alleghany, Ashe, Burke,
Caldwell, Catawba, Cleveland, Davie,
Gaston, Iredell, Lincoln, Mecklenburg,
Rowan, Rutherford, Surry, Wilkes, Yadkin

Mycorrhizae have a symbiotic relationship
with plants. The mycorrhizae help to break down
organic matter, here the chips, supplying water
and nutrients, especially phosphorus, to the
North Central District:
roots. In return, the fungus gets sugar in the
Edna Gaston
form of glucose, from the plant roots. It benefits
Kerr Lake Master Gardeners
the plant, allowing it to grow better roots, requirladybug_gang@gmail.com
ing less moisture and fertilizer. Indeed, synthetic
Alamance, Caswell, Chatham, Davidson,
fertilizers can damage the fungus, as can pestiDurham, Forsyth, Franklin, Granville,
cides. Tilling (or shoveling it up, as I did) also
Guilford, Orange, Person, Randolph,
Rockingham, Stokes, Vance, Wake, War- Acorns sprouting in normal (left) and destroys the fine network of fungal mat. But
mycorrhizae-rich soil (right).
ren
sprinkling the compost onto my gardens will
South Central District:
probably help establish the mycorrhizae
there.
Not
surprisingly,
mycorrhizae
are plant specific, so those I transported are
Patricia Dean
likely to benefit some of the oaks growing throughout the landscape, but not other
Cumberland County
plants.
nzinga_rose@hotmail.com
Anson, Bladen, Cabarrus, Columbus,
Cumberland, Harnett, Hoke, Lee, Montgomery, Moore, Richmond, Robeson,
Scotland, Stanly, Union

Northeast District:

How beneficial are mycorrhizae? These 2 oak seedlings sprouted at the same
time. One was in mycorrhizae-loaded soil. Note the profusion of rootlets. And that
acorn was twinning. There's a second seedling coming off half of the cotyledons (i.e.,
most of the acorn). That's an oak on steroids, I mean mycorrhizae!

Most soils profit from getting a layer of compost, not tilled in. As the compost decays the mycorrhizae will grow into the improved soil. Rarely does one need to add
Beaufort County
mycorrhizae. They are naturally in soils that have not been damaged by pesticides
carolbarbato3@gmail.com
and fungicides. But planting trees into 'new' soil, that is, areas that have been reBeaufort, Bertie, Camden, Chowan, Curcently landscaped and perhaps lacking topsoil,
rituck, Dare, Edgecombe, Gates, Halifax,
it is very beneficial to inoculate the planting
Hertford, Hyde, Martin, Nash, Northarea with a mycorrhizal cocktail.
ampton, Pasquotank, Perquimans, Pitt,

Carol Barbato

Tyrell, Washington

Southeast District:

Read more about beneficial mycorrhizae,
bacteria and actinomycetes at:

Carol Wilson
Brunswick County
orchidlady333@aol.com
Brunswick, Carteret, Craven, Duplin,
Greene, Johnston, Jones, Lenoir, New
Hanover, Onslow, Pamlico, Pender,
Sampson, Wayne, Wilson
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http://www.fao.org/DOCREP/006/
AD228E/AD228E04.htm.
Another view of the difference in acorns
Also at: http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ag116
sprouting in mycorrhizae-rich (top)
versus normal soil.
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President’s Report: Conference Feedback and a Lively Membership Meeting
by Bob Kellam, Wake County
By all reports, the 2012 conference in Asheville last month was a blooming success. The conference hosts (Henderson, Buncombe, Haywood, and Polk Counties) and, in particular, conference cochairs Kathy Connors and Dave Zorich deserve a big vote of thanks for two years of effort that paid off
in a well-managed, inspiring, and educational 3 days in May.
More than half of the attendees filled out the conference evaluation form. The conference volunteers and hotel staff got high marks for their helpfulness and hospitality. Keynote speakers Bill
Cullina, Bill Alexander, and Bryce Lane were lauded and the tours and workshops were rated outstanding. A number of people had trouble with the online registration system, particularly the Google
Checkout portion, which we will strive mightily to fix before the next conference.
From the evaluations, one of the least desirable features of the conference appears to be our annual membership
meeting at the conference banquet. One attendee even commented that it was “unpleasant”. While I think they were
referring to the vocal discussion regarding the proposed bylaws changes rather than the announcement of the outstanding volunteer awards, competitive grants, and the winners of the landscape design competition (at least I hope so),
I still couldn’t disagree more.
From my perspective, this year’s membership meeting was one of the best. As a rule, the general course of such
meetings, when it comes to approving proposals by the Board, has ranged from mild indifference to, let’s be honest apathy. That was certainly not the case this year. There was not only interest and engagement, but you challenged the
status quo, and your collective view prevailed.
We’ve often debated as a Board whether we should accept the negative comments and simply make the membership
meeting another concurrent session option. I’m reasonably confident that it would be sparsely attended and would likely
become a rubber stamp of the Board’s proposals. That makes the job easier for us as your officers; but I’m not persuaded
it’s better for the organization.
Bob
P.S.: I would welcome differing opinions on this subject and would be happy to reprint them in this space in the next
issue. You can email me at: bob_kellam@msn.com.

Membership Adds “Extension” But Preserves “Volunteer” in the
Association Name; Approves Moving to Rolling Membership Year
By roughly a two-thirds majority, the Association membership voted at its May 22 annual membership meeting to
add “Extension” to our name, but rejected the Board’s proposal to delete “Volunteer”. Similar to the growing use of
“Extension Master Gardeners” in referring to the program, and the addition of “Extension” to the program logo, the
change is intended to better illustrate the connection between Cooperative Extension and the Master Gardener program.
The Board’s proposal to delete “Volunteer” was based principally on the increased length of the name and the feeling
that the volunteer nature of the program could be communicated by other means. A majority of the membership felt,
however, that preserving “Volunteer” was sufficiently important to be worth the extra length. Effective with the vote, the
bylaws are amended to identify the name of the organization as the North Carolina Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association (NCEMGVA).
The second proposed bylaws amendment presented to the membership for approval was a change in the membership
year from the calendar year to a rolling year based on the date that an individual’s membership is approved. The proposal stemmed from both equity considerations (offering a full year’s membership for a full year’s dues) as well as the
capabilities of the Association’s internet provider, Wild Apricot, to keep track of expiration dates and send automatic renewal emails. With a minimum of discussion, the proposed change passed unanimously.

Marilyn Grolitzer and Martha Hazelton Named
2012 Outstanding Volunteers
Martha Hazelton of Iredell County and Marilyn Grolitzer of Wake County received NCEMGVA’s 2012 Outstanding
Volunteer awards at the conference banquet on May 22. These awards were established to recognize those exemplary
volunteers who have shown extraordinary involvement in support of Extension Master Gardeners and Cooperative Extension. The awards are made based on nominations received by individual county programs and recommendations by
the Association’s Awards Committee.
WW W. N C MA S T E R G A R D E NE R S . O R G
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Martha Hazelton’s nomination reflects a broad list of accomplishments and
contributions to the Iredell Extension Master Gardener program. These include
spearheading the Iredell County Backyard Demonstration Garden, organizing
the Showplace Vegetable Garden Tour, as well as being featured on local radio
programs and in newspaper articles. She was the co-director of programs for the
2009 Master Gardener Conference in Mooresville, assisted in writing grants to
fund EMG projects, and taught incoming classes.
Her nomination concludes: “Martha’s diligence and attention to detail has made her an
integral part of our organization. She is a backbone of the Master Gardener program in
Iredell County and an asset to the North Carolina Master Gardener program”.
Marilyn Grolitzer was nominated for her leadership in the Wake EMG program as the
2011 management team chair and, in particular, for her campaign to restore funding for
the county’s horticultural agent position. The draft county budget for 2011 would have
cut the county’s share of funding for this position and, consequently, resulted in the elimination of the Master Gardener program. Marilyn mobilized the Wake EMGs, reached out
to adjacent county Extension management, the green industries, and friends of Master
Bob Kellam presenting the 2012
Gardeners in the area. At the public hearing on the proposed budget, 2/3 of the room was
Award to Marilyn Grolitzer at
filled
with red-shirted Master Gardeners, a petition with more than 1,300 signatures in
the conference banquet.
support of restoration was presented to the Commissioners, and witness after witness
testified to the value of the program. The Board was persuaded to reverse it’s decision, the funding was restored, and a
new horticulture agent was subsequently hired.

Catawba Valley and Wilson County the Winners in the
7th Annual Madeline Collier Landscape Garden Design Competition
The Landscape Garden Design Competition, sponsored this year by Black Kow and
NCEMGVA, invites NC Extension Master Gardener programs to showcase their designs
for demonstration and educational gardens at the annual conference. Winners are determined by vote of the conference attendees and announced at the conference banquet.
First place honors in this year’s Landscape Garden Design Competition (and checks
for $350.00) went to Wilson County in the Small Program Category for their Wilson Botanical Gardens: Heritage and Pondside Garden and to Catawba Valley in the Large
Program Category for their Healthy House Sustainable Garden. Second prize (and
checks for $150.00) were presented to Kerr Lake in the Small Program Category for
their Welcome Garden at the E.O. Young Elementary School: The Saga of a School Garden and to Transylvania County in the Large Program Category for their Gardens of
Silvermont.

Chair Shirley WaggonerEisenman presents 1st prize to
Andy Zendel of Catawba Valley

The Gardens of Silvermont
By Elda Brown, Transylvania County
We didn’t have $20,000 to build a demonstration garden. We didn’t even have a thousand dollars. It was one of
those rare ideas that once started seemed to have a mind of its own. It rolled along
like an avalanche sweeping us and our rural mountain community with it. Looking
back, it seems meant to be.
In the beginning Transylvania County Extension Master Gardener Volunteers
needed a “home” for our gardening education programs where we could combine indoor
classroom space with outdoor demonstration gardens. In the heart of our small western
North Carolina town of 7,200 sits Silvermont, an historic mansion that functions as a
senior citizens center. The 15-acre park surrounding the mansion needed a facelift.
Seniors did not often venture outside.
Years ago Master Gardens built a herb garden in one corner of the park. Now it
Raised beds in The Learning Gar- struggled under too much shade. Could we move the herb garden to a sunny spot diden were planted and maintained rectly behind the senior center? An idea was born! Why not build raised beds and inweekly by EMGs.
clude space for vegetables and small fruits? The accessibility of classroom space inside
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would solve our need to have both together and make it easier for Seniors to visit the gardens. The old herb garden
space?.... Perfect for a woodland garden! We were off and running.
Working with county officials we developed a plan. Professional landscape
designer and Master Gardener Kathy Zimmerman created our design. We christened the new raised bed demonstration gardens behind the senior center the
“Learning Garden”. The old herb garden would become the “Woodland Garden”
with a centerpiece “Moss Garden” All of the gardens together would be,
“The Gardens of Silvermont” --each becoming a stop along the walking trail with
benches for resting and reflecting.
2009: Master Gardeners began planting more than 200 native plants in the
Woodland and Moss Garden, to showcase what grows well in our cool, wet climate.
2010: In the Learning Garden, walkways using pervious pavers installed
over drainage to demonstrate proper rainwater management. Benches and
The Circular Moss Garden was designed raised beds constructed including two handicapped accessible elevated beds.
by EMG Annie Martin of Mountain Moss. Grants of $1,500 from the NC State Foundation, $750 from the NCEMGVA and
$1,000 from the Transylvania County Sesquicentennial Commission.
2011: Our first three gardening programs for the public held at The Gardens of Silvermont. Produce grown at the
Learning Garden donated to a local food pantry. Pollinator Garden and composting station added. Obelisk painted by
local artist donated to Woodland Garden.
2012: Seniors with “Get Up and Move” program garden in the elevated beds. Brevard Elementary third grade classes will walk to the gardens for “soil school”. Master Gardeners continue to grow seasonal plants
and vegetables, label plants and maintain the gardens for the community.
To date, grants and donations received from local businesses and
community members including: plants, supplies, services, labor and cash,
worth more than $20,000. How did we get those donations? We just
asked. In many cases we didn’t even have to ask. We just talked about
our plans and people stepped up and asked how they could help.
The Gardens of Silvermont project created a dedicated space for community gardening education. Our group coalesced, spending hundreds of
hours working together toward a common goal. Improvements to the
park gave seniors and others an incentive to become more active. Our
efforts prompted other community groups to initiate their own
“makeovers” of other sections of the park. The avalanche of good sparked
by one shaded-out herb garden continues to grow.

Funds for our Woodland Garden sign donated by
our local cable provider, Comporium. The handpainted obelisk was donated by Dee Veenhof and
her husband Willem. Toni Roop painted the landscapes on the obelisk.

The County Line: West District Report
Betty Lockwood, District Reporter
Avery, Buncombe, Cherokee, Cherokee Reservation, Clay, Graham, Haywood, Henderson,
Jackson, Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mitchell, Polk, Swain, Transylvania, Watauga, Yancey
Henderson County - Submitted by Betty Lockwood
In April we were delighted to welcome Kerrie Roach. Kerrie is Henderson County’s new Horticulture Agent, whose
duties include working with the Master Gardener program in the county. For the five months prior to her arrival, we had
operated with a Transition Management Team and encouragement from County Director Marvin Owings. During this
period we were able to train the new 2012 intern class. A special thank you is due to Master Gardeners Dave Zorich and
Pierre Hart for overseeing the training. Once this class has completed the required volunteer hours, we will have a total
of 99 Master Gardeners in the program.
During “the winter that wasn’t” we found it very hard to refrain from getting out into our gardens and trying to fool

WW W. N C MA S T E R G A R D E NE R S . O R G

PAGE 5

Mother Nature! It has truly been a strange few months, with almost everything blooming a full month ahead of normal.
Those of us involved with planning the 2012 State Conference have been very busy making sure that this will be a
fantastic event. It takes a lot of time and effort to put together a conference. The learning curve is steep and needless to
say there are frustrations along the way. That said, all of us from the four host counties are excited to be welcoming Master Gardeners from all over the state to our beautiful mountains.

Jackson - Swain Counties - Submitted by Diane Herring
Jackson-Swain Master Gardener Association wishes you all a HAPPY SPRING, since Winter didn’t last very long,
even here in our beautiful mountains. JSMGA is going into its second year with the same officers; however, Connie Hogan will become our secretary when she completes her MG certification any day now.
We have had a wonderful spring working with the county landscapers at the Jackson
Green Energy Park propagating and planting plugs & hanging baskets for beautifying
our county grounds. We had a delightful tour of Appalachian Homestead Farm and
Preserve. Vera Guise’s (on the left) family has
owned the land since 1835 and it is now a Preserve. Sonny Himes from WCU Biology Dept.
showed us samples of rare plants & we toured
the grounds. A biological survey has identified
460 plants on the Farm.
JSMGA had a booth at the Sylva “Greening Up
the Mountains” April 28th - our first public promotion of the Master Gardner Program and Plant Sale. So much fun we can’t wait until next year. A number of our
members will be participating in the Jackson and Swain County Farmer’s Markets that operate from June until September.

The County Line: West Central District
Debbie Moore Clark, District Reporter
Alexander, Alleghany, Ashe, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Cleveland, Davie,
Gaston, Iredell, Lincoln, Mecklenburg, Rowan, Rutherford, Surry, Wilkes, Yadkin
Burke County - Submitted by Joan Taylor
Our new year started with President John Hayes beginning the January meeting by telling a little bit about himself,
including that he has been an Extension Master Gardener Volunteer for 5 years. John expressed his desire for us to get
more involved in community projects during 2012. Our extension agent, Donna Teasley, passed out flyers for the Annual
Small Fruit Sale for members to distribute to area businesses. She reported our new Master Gardener training class had
started with 27 students; that we hope to hold a plant propagation workshop in late March; that the Extension office is
selling garden planners for $5 with a frost date slide ruler for Western NC; and that a hydrant will soon be installed,
making watering in front of the building easier. Member Susan Bartlett reported that 300 tulip bulbs had been planted
around the Extension office, but more were needed. A certificate of appreciation was presented for our December “Toys
for Tots” efforts.
At our February meeting, Lindsay Majer, Environmental Planner and GIS Analyst with Equinox Environmental
Consultation and Design, Inc., spoke on invasive, exotic plants and the importance of managing them. She brought us a
pocket guide listing invasive plants one shouldn’t buy; the helpful guide suggests three alterative plants for each invasive
and provides these Internet sources: www.sacwmp.org; www.invasive.org; and www.plants.usda.org.
In March, Phyllis Ericson from Ironwood Estate Orchids presented a program on orchids. She and her husband have
grown orchids for 30 years in the greenhouse behind their home and hold classes for beginners and intermediates for orchid culture.
Bluebird houses have been put up and at least two are now occupied. All our community garden plots have been
rented and paid for. We are all looking forward to a great growing season in 2012!

Catawba County - Submitted by Peggy Wesp
The Catawba Valley Master Gardener Association opened 2012 with an informative presentation from Andrea Watson of Gardens of Delight in Boone at the January meeting. She spoke about her years with a now-public garden in Vir-
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ginia that had to be uncovered and reborn. It was very interesting to learn how arborists decided which trees were original to the plan, which had come on their own, and how to cut back years of growth without destroying the plants.
In February, our former director of the Catawba Extension, Fred Miller, came back to speak to the group on plant
propagation methods. As always, Fred was informative, humorous and very interesting, and he brought many examples
of propagation methods; additionally, he was willing to linger and answer the many questions from members. The new
class of Master Gardeners attended with us, giving them a chance to meet Fred and our members for the first time.
During the month of March, we traditionally hold the meeting where we exchange backyard plants with the soon-tograduate new member class. This annual highlight brings out our best cooks, and as a result, the refreshments are always outstanding. In addition, two of our members, Gene and Marty Rice, spoke about Community Gardens, presenting
a slide show and information. Community gardens are maintained by folks who enjoy sharing ideas, fellowship, food,
information, and learning new skills. Gene showed pictures from Northminster Presbyterian Church’s Community Garden. The gardeners experienced success growing beans, cucumbers, flowers, and upside-down tomatoes. The talk included information on what is needed to start a garden, the different kinds of gardens, how to choose a site, and organizing and developing community gardens. (To learn more, the American Community Gardening Association produces a
good website at www.communitygarden.org.) Also in March, phone duty begins, so all members were urged to sign up for
the season using the computerized site.

Davie County - Submitted by JoAnn Vincent
Classes for this year’s group of Master Gardener students began last fall, and after a hiatus for the holidays, resumed mid-January. Ten individuals are studying hard and looking forward to graduation in April. As part of their
training experience, on February 22, 2012, the group mulched the Butterfly Garden at Rich Park. This garden project
was the MG’s contribution to 2011 United Way Day of Caring. Located in downtown Mocksville, the park has a ball field, tennis courts, covered shelters and hiking trails, and is used by many families and community groups, including students at the adjacent elementary school.
A presentation at the January meeting by Friends of the Library launched the
2012 countywide Let’s Grow Davie garden information series. Spring topics include Spring Garden Clean-Up, Garden Snips (pruning), and Homegrown Vegetable Gardening. Workshops will conclude in April and resume again in the fall.
Behind-the-scenes planning has begun in earnest. The scholarship committee finalized and
distributed this year’s application to local public, private and home schools. A trip commit- Davie’s 2012 Master Gardener class at
tee was formed to identify new destinations work in the Rich Park Butterfly Garden
and plan our traditional spring and fall outings. Preliminary discussions have begun for this year’s plant sale on May 8, 2012
and summer camps scheduled for June and August.
On March 22, 2012, a number of Master Gardeners, along with members of the community participated in a lecture and tour of Sunrise Worm Castings, a new Davie
County vermicomposting facility. Rhonda Sherman, Extension Specialist in the DeHarold Latham of Sunrise Worm
partment of Biological & Agricultural Engineering at NCSU, explained the process
Castings describes vermicomposting
and benefits of vermicomposting, which enriches the soil, improves water holding
process to Davie EMGs.
capacity, and reduces greenhouse gas emissions in landfills. Following a question
and answer session, owner Harold Latham took the group on a tour and demonstrated various steps of the vermicomposting process. Sunrise Worm Castings is located at 233 Latham Farm Road in Mocksville; 336.972.1301.

Iredell County - Submitted by Brenda Bernhardt
Iredell Master Gardeners experienced good programs during the months they could
not be outside working in their gardens. Cleo Blackburn of Statesville taught association members how to graft new plants, demonstrating the art on several plants. Becky
Clodfelter of Mooresville shared her knowledge of Growing and Caring for Gourds.
She presented art work she created from her homegrown gourds. David Pike, owner of
Witherspoon Roses, shared knowledge of growing roses and development of a rose garden. He also taught the group how to properly prune roses, including correct schedules of fertilization and pruning.
Iredell EMGs adding mulch to the
Demonstration Garden.
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Spring weather permitted opportunities for the group to work in their Demonstration Garden. Richard Karn led the
group as they weeded and prepared the soil for spring planting. New dwarf trees such as Oriental Pear and Asian Persimmon were planted to replace older trees. Members hope to grow different crops this year to educate the public as to
what new versions of vegetables can be grown in the Piedmont area; raised beds and containers have been prepared to
demonstrate various crops that can be raised. The entire Demonstration Garden received a sprucing up with loads of
new mulch.
The group supported Amanda Taylor, Iredell Horticultural Agent, as she presented community classes in Basic Gardening and Raised Bed Gardening. Many opportunities continue to arise for volunteering in the community.

Lincoln County - Submitted by Beverly Phelps
Lincoln County Master Gardener Volunteer Association (LCMGVA) members started the New Year by assisting the
Extension office with the first-ever Winter Market at the Denver Farmers Market the first Saturdays of January, February and March. Opening the market, working with vendors, and breaking down the event were but a few of the tasks
performed by volunteers to assist the Extension office. The turn-out for the Winter Market was really good, and both
vendors and customers were happy.
Our speakers in January were Steve and Beverly Styers, Coordinators for the Community Garden sponsored by First
Baptist Church in Huntersville. The Styers oversee this large garden, which exists strictly for the benefit of the community, with much of its produce going to Christian Ministry of Lincolnton, and East Lincoln Christian Ministry, Denver,
where it is distributed to people in need. Each year the garden volunteers help process thousands of pounds of produce
for distribution.
In February, speaker Don Rosenberg, the “Instant Organic Gardener” and author of No Green Thumb Required! Organic Family Gardening Made Easy showed us how easy it is to make raised beds and produce a lot of garden in a small
space without a lot of work. His good advice on varieties of plants and bed construction techniques was both timely and
well-received by our group.
In March, our group raided their gardens and donated plants to be used in the Day of Service beautification project
held on March 24, 2012. Daycare centers, churches, and parks received the plants in this project coordinated by Master Gardener Elisabeth Clark, which involved over 500 people in the Lake Norman and Charlotte areas.
Ongoing projects for the LCMGVA include both the Lincolnton and Denver weekly Farmers Markets, and twicemonthly maintenance at the Shanklin Library Garden in Denver. The Shanklin Library Garden is a popular destination
for Denver residents and visitors alike. Many new MG recruits are helping to lighten the load with these projects and
are welcome additions to our group!

Mecklenburg County - Submitted by Debbie Moore Clark
Programs for the quarter covered Growing, Harvesting & Storing Herbs presented by EMG Debbie Moore Clark; The
Home Vegetable Garden presented by EMG Don Rosenberg; and The Principles & Practices of Sustainable Gardening
presented by Mary Roberts Tarlton of Windcrest Farm. Each meeting was well attended. Monthly meetings begin with
a time of fellowship and bountiful refreshments organized by Beverly Pearson, Team-building Chair; a one-hour program
follows; a business session follows the program, and concludes—just for fun—with door prizes awarded to lucky recipients. Typically, small groups of EMGs gather early for committee meetings, and then linger after, conducting EMG business or talking with friends.
At the January meeting, the membership voted to focus its attention on Community Education, specifically through
the development of our newest demonstration garden: a teaching garden called the
Independence Park Demonstration Garden. The garden is located at the Park &
Recreation Training Facility, 1418 Armory Drive, which houses Extension offices
and hosts EMG meetings. In tandem with this same thrust, our Education Committee, ably headed by Sandy Roork, has begun to lead her committee into charting
new territory, attempting to build an educational program for youth and adults,
which will bring participants to the new demonstration teaching garden. Mecklenburg County EMGs have come to believe, as we move forward, that developing educational programs that are centered at our own facilities seems to be a more effective outreach model, one used successfully by EMGs in other counties.
In the January issue of our in-house newsletter, our current EMG President and
Vice-President, Shannon Stober and Margaret Genkins, respectively, captured the
The spirit shown in this early photo of
intent of our new focus and goals for both demonstration gardens, stating:
Mecklenburg’s Independence Garden
continues as EMGs work to expand
the venue into a teaching garden.
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“The Freedom Park Demonstration Garden can be used to teach garden design,
plant identification, using native plants, and garden maintenance techniques from
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planting to weeding to pruning. The Independence Park Demonstration Garden has the potential to be used for classes
and could be expanded to become a real teaching garden with raised beds on the flat areas and terraced beds on the
slope, an outdoor classroom, and a greenhouse all connected to a series of community gardens. This garden could then
be used for most of our programs. Youth programs that could be based out of the Indy Park location might include developing a Junior Master Gardener program; collaborating with 4-H on gardening camps; offering one-time special
classes to local schools that support curriculum; and educating teachers on schoolyard gardens and in-classroom horticulture. Adult programs could run the horticultural gamut from propagation and composting, to garden design and
pruning, to open forum plant clinics. Adult and youth programs could also be developed in collaboration with other Extension endeavors such as building Community Gardens at Independence Park and the installation of a kitchen within
the Training Facility under the supervision of the Family Consumer Science Agent.”
As part of our new centralized Community Education initiative, the public is being invited to a series of informal
sessions promoted as Lunch & Learn: six meetings scheduled from noon to 1:00 p.m. on the first and third Mondays of
the month beginning in March and continuing through April and May at the Extension office. Attendees will bring their
lunch to these free, open-forum meetings. Each session begins with a 30-minute educational presentation, and then the
floor is opened to participant gardening questions. The pilot program commenced Monday, March 5, 2012 with a presentation by EMG Lindie Wilson on Activities in the Spring Garden, followed by Starting an Herb Garden presented by
EMG Debbie Moore Clark on March 19, 2012. Both programs were well received by the public.

Rowan County - Submitted by Carole Massey
Rowan County EMGs started the New Year in the usual manner, packing up and
storing materials used for our holiday service projects. Our January meeting is a
planning session and retreat, and this year we met at the Oak Park Retirement Center, utilizing their meeting room, and then staying
for a sit-down luncheon. Lead by President Sue
Davis, members were able to make suggestions on
directions for educational meetings, field trips and
fund raising efforts for the Pocket Garden Projects
at the Extension Office. A chilly third Friday workday was held in the greenhouse, early preparation
Rowan officers Sue Davis, Presifor our plant sale. The Sensory Pocket Garden also
dent, Carol Comer, VP, and Dawn received a winter trim and clean-up.
Holshouser, Treasurer, lead the
January meeting.

David Overcash, Agriculture and FFA Instructor at
South Rowan High School, was the speaker for our Our raised bed workday in Rowan
February meeting. He made an interesting, humorous and informative presentation County was well attended.
on Seed Starting, giving an overview of a commercial operation, which also included
suggestions for home gardeners. The program was open to the public and was well attended by both adults and youth.
The third Friday workday concentrated on the raised bed area of the Pocket Garden, which are
well under construction. Varieties of materials are being utilized; sizes and shapes are being
tested; plantings of winter Cole crops are continuing. Johnson Concrete has been a major contributor of materials and labor to the construction of two raised beds as well as a Living Wall
for vertical plantings.

Mecklenburg Master Gardener Tom Nunnenkamp presented
our March program on Pruning Japanese Maples. He gave a
hands-on demonstration using Japanese maples growing in
our Pocket Gardens. We followed up his program with a
field trip to his Charlotte garden, Maple Walk, where he and
his wife Lib Jones gave us guided tours. Another third Friday workday at the Pocket Gardens featured a demonstraThe Johnson Concrete
tion by County Extension Director Darrell Blackwelder on
Living Wall takes shape. Espaliering a Camellia in the Container Garden. This pro- Lib Jones and Tom Nunnenkamp
Copyright Johnson Con- gram was also written about in the local Salisbury Post, and at Maple Walk, Charlotte, NC.
crete. Used with permission. the public was invited to attend. We wrapped up a busy Copyright, Tom Nunnenkamp.
month with an Open House and Demonstration presented by Used with permission.
Johnson Concrete and Carolina Staylite, makers of PermaTill®. The rain didn’t keep a
crowd away.
The weekly Extension radio program on station WSTP-1490 AM continues to be a popular source of information for
our current horticultural events and Extension happenings.
WW W. N C MA S T E R G A R D E NE R S . O R G
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The County Line: North Central District
Edna Gaston, District Reporter
Alamance, Caswell, Chatham, Davidson, Durham, Forsyth, Franklin, Granville,
Guilford, Orange, Person, Randolph, Rockingham, Stokes, Vance, Wake, Warren
Davidson County - Submitted by Sue Smith
Davidson County Master Gardeners are getting the demo gardens at the Extension office
ready for the annual garden tour, this year to be called “All Around the Town “. It will
showcase five private gardens in Lexington as well as the many garden areas at the Extension Office. Tickets for the tour can be purchased in advance at the extension office or
at the gardens starting with the Demo Garden location for the June 2nd and June 3rd
tours. Tickets are $10 and cover both days.
On March 7th there was a first-time mini-conference featuring area speakers and specialists on various horticultural topics. Both county Master Gardeners and the public were
invited. Since this was the first time for the conference, attendance was limited but we
look forward to doing more and having larger groups in the future.
The Public Service Council has been busy partnering with other local service groups. The Mt. Vista nursing home
project in Denton included helping the Lifeguards Men’s Christian Group plan and plant a courtyard area around an existing gazebo. This was to give residents and visitors a relaxing place to sit. They also partnered with Lexington City
Appearance committee to plant 5000 donated spring bulbs in a neighborhood park near which several houses are being
renovated by Habitat for Humanity. Also included was a cloverleaf entrance to the city.
On April 27th and 28th the Public Outreach council will coordinate an entrance to the Southern Gateway Wine Festival and Lexington’s BBQ Cookoff. Container gardens will be set up and MGs will be on hand to answer questions and tell
more about the upcoming June garden tour.

Durham County - Submitted by Kit Flynn
Over the past few years, Durham County Extension Gardeners have established partnerships with Sarah P. Duke
Gardens and the Durham County Library System to provide expanded opportunities for garden education in the Triangle. Through collaborative efforts these programs have been successfully marketed to utilize each organization’s multiple
marketing avenues and networks, which include: listserv, Facebook, printed publications, websites, and announcements
of upcoming events sent to local media.
The result of all these endeavors created a good problem of high demand. There were 180 requests made over one
weekend to attend an Extension Gardener Seminar on container gardening—and there was only space for 159 attendees.
Consequently we started a waiting list as it became clear a second seminar on the same topic was needed. Fortunately
the same presentation was being offered at a Durham County Public Library a week later so we transferred the waiting
list to the library, only limiting it to the library’s maximum capacity of 100.
It is plausible that with the right amount of marketing, the utilization of our partnering organizations, and the right
garden topic that Master Gardeners can become garden superstars.

Guilford County - Submitted by Patricia Lunn Adsit
EMGV’S HELP “SHARE THE HARVEST”
Ever wonder what to do with all those extra zucchini from your Summer garden?
According to a recent survey conducted by Gallup, 25 percent of Greensboro
and High Point families struggle to feed themselves, ranking the two cities fourth
nationally in terms of food insecurity. However, there is plenty of food available.
Now, there's a way to get those fresh fruits and vegetables to those in Guilford
County who need them.
Share the Harvest is an organization that connects our community gardens
and gardeners to individuals who are in need of food, in this case, quality produce.
Where there are gardens, there is always an abundance of wonderful vegetables.
As every gardener knows, there are times during the growing season when garPAGE 10
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dens are overflowing with vegetables, and we don’t know what to do with the excess. Share the Harvest can help both the
gardener and the individuals in need. If by chance, a gardener has the extra space, a row of vegetables can be planted
just for the purpose of donating to Share the Harvest.
Share the Harvest, an exciting new program beginning locally with the 2012 growing season, is a not-for-profit group
creating pathways to connect gardeners with local service organizations to help families overcome food insecurity. North
Carolina Cooperative Extension in Guilford County has worked with several leaders from Extension’s Community Garden Network to begin this effort, expanding it to include partners from community gardens (the photo above was taken in
the Brandywine Community Garden), churches, and hunger relief agencies. EMGVs serve on the executive board,
represent some of our local community gardens, and are providing educational information to encourage citizens to get
involved by planting a little extra.
“Everyone can help out. Just a few extra pounds of squash, beans or tomatoes when yours are at their peak, will give
others in the community a chance to experience fresh, local food that is more nutritious and tastes better because it’s
fresh,” said Karen Neill, Guilford County Horticulture Agent.
Convenient sites have been established across the county, where gardeners can drop off their fresh produce.
[Information about these sites can be found at the STH website: http://sharetheharvestguilfordcounty.org/.] Local organizations such as the Greensboro Urban Ministry and the High Point Seventh-Day Adventist Food Pantry will deliver
items to the Interactive Resource Center in Greensboro, where produce will be sorted with help of volunteers from the
IRC Center and the local community. Produce will then be distributed to local food pantries, shelters, and soup kitchens
across the county. Sharing our harvest, as well as our expertise, will go a long way toward ending food insecurity in our
county.

Kerr Lake (Vance & Warren Counties) - Submitted by Edna Gaston
SPRING AT KERR LAKE
Has spring really arrived? We’ve had so many teasers – what a roller coaster few months. But now it’s time to move
full steam ahead. The Kerr Lake EMGVs have been working on the Welcome Garden in front of the Vance County Extension office. A request has been sent for plants with blooms in the theme colors of purple, yellow and white. A work
day is in the future.
The school garden is “lookin’ good!” EMGVs assisted the younger students with planting herbs and vegetables seeds
and plants after explaining the food does not come from a can. This was a new concept to some. The teachers and students are doing a wonderful job of tending the garden.
Plans are well under way for the 4H / MG summer camp week. Activities will include planting seeds, activities involving pollination and recycle / composting, a visit to the Farmer’s Market, purchasing fresh fruits and vegetables then
preparing lunch using these purchases and a trip to farms to see how our food is grown in the fields. Let the fun begin –
“Seed to Salad: How Does YOU Garden Grow?”
On a sad note, Kerr Lake Master Gardeners lost a great friend, knowledgeable gardener and valuable Master Gardner who was always willing to help, Betty Zielstorf. With donations collected, a garden will be planted in her memory.

Wake County - Submitted by Bob Kellam
Wake County couldn’t have been more pleased with the choice of Marilyn Grolitzer to receive one of NCEMGVA’s
2012 Outstanding Volunteer Awards at the May 22 banquet at the NC Master Gardener Conference in Asheville. The award was presented in recognition of
Marilyn’s leadership in the 2011 campaign to restore funding for the Wake County
Extension Horticulture Agent. Marilyn galvanized the support of the Wake EMGs
as well as the gardening community and green industry, to successfully persuade
the Board of Commissioners to reverse their position on the proposed budget that
would have eliminated county funding for the position.

The County Line: South Central District
Patricia Dean, District Reporter
Anson, Bladen, Cabarrus, Columbus, Cumberland, Harnett, Hoke, Lee, Montgomery,
Moore, Richmond, Robeson, Scotland, Stanly, Union
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The County Line: Northeast District
Carol Barbato, District Reporter
Beaufort, Bertie, Camden, Chowan, Currituck, Dare, Edgecombe, Gates, Halifax,
Hertford, Hyde, Martin, Nash, Northampton, Pasquotank, Perquimans, Pitt, Tyrell, Washington
Dare County - Submitted by Julie Hamilton
Spring Comes to Dare County!
Dare County Extension Master Gardeners have had a busy spring! Our Speaker’s Bureau, an important outreach
tool for Master Gardener Volunteers, received a grant from the Outer Banks Community Foundation to purchase new
equipment. This will actually allow the team to be two places at once, with equipment for both teams!
The Speaker’s Bureau presented a series of programs at Kill Devil Hills library and
the Fessenden Center in Buxton this spring. In the picture below, Dare Master
Gardener volunteer Bob Schultz presents a Speaker's Bureau program on Container
Gardening at the Kill Devil Hills Library.
On April 20 and 21, Volunteers staged a booth at the Currituck Flower and Garden
Show. Terrariums, prepared in March, were popular with shoppers, as well as bat
and butterfly houses. Participation in Earth Day on the 22nd, in the rain, but under
a roof, also proved to be a worthwhile activity. Below, Dare County Master Gardener volunteers talk
with customers at the Currituck Flower and Garden
show.
Regular maintenance continues at the Outer Banks Arboretum and Teaching Garden, which is the location for our up-coming Coastal Gardening Festival on Saturday,
May 19th. Vendors, demonstrations, plant sales, children’s activities, food, tours of the
Arboretum and more will be available to those who attend. If you are in the area, please
stop by. The Arboretum is adjacent to the Thomas A. Baum Senior Center on Mustian
Street in Kill Devil Hills, mile post 8.5. For information, contact the Dare County office
of the NC Cooperative Extension at 252-473-4290.

Pitt County - Submitted by Pam Mastin
Hello from Pitt County! It seems as if we had summer in March and now the cooler temperatures have brought
spring. In any event, the gardening season is at full tilt and the action has begun.

Placing new plants in the
Mixed Border.

2012 Plant Sale
At the time of this newsletter publication we are busy preparing for our 2012 Plant Sale
that will take place on Saturday, May 19 (rain or shine). A Preview Plant Sale for Friends
of the Pitt County Arboretum will be held from 9:00 - 10:00 a.m. The Public Plant Sale
begins at 10:00a.m. and ends at 12:00p.m. The Community Plant Swap will start at 11:00
a.m. Along with the sale will be a raffle for garden items. We are at 2000+ plants as of this
report and still counting. Aside from plants, participants in the Community Plant Swap
bring seeds, pond plants, pots, statuary, stepping stones, or garden magazines and
books. It's a great time for gardeners to get together, have some fun and talk about our
favorite subject...... gardening!

Arboretum Tours
We'd like to invite you to come and visit the Arboretum if you haven't already done so. MG Volunteers lead a tour the
first Thursday of every month. The tour starts at 9:00 a.m. during June, July, and August and at 10:00 a.m. during the
cooler months. May's theme was “Pass-along Plants”. The theme for June is “Butterfly Gardening”. Garden curators are
continuing to add new plants to their gardens and the Arboretum is growing and changing. The “What's In Bloom” area
in the green shelter will tell at a glance what's looking fabulous in the gardens.
Potting Bench Dedication
PAGE 12
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On March 31, family members and Master Gardener volunteers gathered for the
dedication of our new potting bench to honor the memory of fellow MG Mary Helen
Garris. There were lots of wonderful stories and good memories of Mary Helen. Her
family members are pictured below. Each was given freshly potted Eastern aromatic aster that blooms at about the time of Mary Helen's birthday.
A MG program survey last year indicated that the top 3 subjects chosen by those on
the Arboretum's mailing list were Vegetable Gardening, Pruning and Herbs. The first 2 subjects had
already been covered so, on April 26, we presented a
workshop on The Joys of Herb Gardening. Planned as an interactive event with a relatively small group (40), there were 34 attendees. The audience was enthusiastic and the
conversation flowed. Information on herb growing and preservation, herb history and garden design were presented. There was a visit to our herb garden with a question and anThe Joys of Herbs Workshop
swer time. To conclude the workshop, a slide show (The Herb Garden...More Than the
Sum of its Parts) was presented and potted herbs were given to each attendee.

The County Line: Southeast District
Carol Wilson, District Reporter
Brunswick, Carteret, Craven, Duplin, Greene, Johnston, Jones, Lenoir, New Hanover,
Onslow, Pamlico, Pender, Sampson, Wayne, Wilson
Carteret County - Submitted by Carolyn Hoss
Spring, as always for all gardeners, has been very busy for the Carteret County Master Gardeners. All of our demonstration gardens are going full tilt and looking absolutely gorgeous. We’ve had a true spring after a weirdly warm
winter and, although our rains have not been plentiful (perhaps for-telling yet another year of drought), they have, at
least, been well spaced so that most of the time our plants have been well watered without a lot of need for supplemental moisture.
In March, we manned a booth at the Home and Garden Show at the Civic Center in Morehead City where we answered many gardening questions and sold our gardening gloves. Our Monday afternoon clinics to answer telephone
and in person questions from the public are up and running. These clinics are especially important this time of the
year when so may people are motivated to perk up their landscapes, plant their vegetables, and try to find answers to
lawn problems. At the Colonial Leffers garden on the Beaufort Historical
grounds, heirloom seeds were put in the ground and a group of Master Gardeners
constructed an arbor of vines and twigs on which beans can climb.
In April, Carteret Master Gardeners, in partnership with the Core Sound Museum and the N.C. Science Festival, held a “Beauty of Pollination” program. Two
speakers, Bob Cavanaugh on butterflies and moths, and Anne Edwards, on European honey bees gave very interesting talks which were followed by exhibits of
native bees and insects, hummingbirds and bats, the structures of plants, tours of
the butterfly pathway, and more exhibits by the Carteret Co. Honeybee Keepers
Organization and by Mr. Cavanaugh with many beautiful mounted specimens of
butterflies and moths. Also, in April, was our annual plant sale on the Beaufort
Historic Grounds that raised over $1000.00. We held two more Saturdays of plant Stephen Wesley at the Pollination
sales following Publick Day . Our proceeds go to the two scholarships we offer to
program with his exhibit on native
local students hoping to study plant related subjects such as landscaping, agricul- bees & other insects
ture and botany. In between our own sales, we helped at the native plant sales
held by the N.C. Coastal Federation. In the meantime, the Master Gardeners at the N.C. Aquarium on Pine Knoll
Shores, held a plant information booth and a walk through the nature trail led by botanist and fellow MG, Jeannie
Kraus.
In May, Jeannie is generously giving her time to us with two more native plant hikes - one for our own group
through the Croatan Forest to view insectivorous plants and another on the Willow Pond trail at the Core Sound Museum. The latter hike will be open to the general public. And in June, we will have Advance training, featuring Onslow
County horticulture agent, Lisa Rayburn. She will show us some new and advanced propagation techniques.
WW W. N C MA S T E R G A R D E NE R S . O R G
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To round off our busy spring and early summer, we will end with our annual garden tour, this one to 3 gardens in the
Morehead City area, and ending at the home of MG Lynn Brugnolotti. This is our potluck luncheon and awards/
appreciation event which we all look forward to each year.

Brunswick County - Submitted by Carol Wilson
Below is a listing of the programs to be given at the monthly meetings of the Brunswick County Master Gardener
Volunteer Association for the current year.
May.....Basics of Drip Irrigation---Al Hight, Director of New Hanover County Cooperative Extension
June....The Green Swamp----Sara Babin from The Nature Conservancy
July.....Managing Garden and Landscape Pests Organically----Charlotte Glen, Extension Agent, Pender County
August----Poisonous Plants and Animals---Carla Edwards, Park Ranger, Carolina Beach Park
September---Pine Beetle Diagnosis--United States Forest Service
October---Introduction to Bonsai----A brief history of Bonsai, definition of styles, plant selection and a demonstration
of how to create a Bonsai. Mary Recupero, President Cape Fear Bonsai Society.
November---Kitchen ideas for gardeners---Old Wilmington Tea Company
Meetings are held on the fourth Thursday of each month at the Government Center, Building N on Business 17 in
Bolivia. The business meeting starts at 9 AM and the program begins between 10 and 10:15. All Master Gardeners are
invited.

Craven County - Submitted by Helene Conklin
Public Outreach:
Many of our CCMGVA members volunteer their time and efforts (23 plus 8 members of
the Class of 2012 MG’s and 2 Craven County 4H Club members) for the annual 2012 New
Bern Homes and Gardens Tour as docents in the seven gardens that were open to ticketed
visitors for the two days (April 13 and 14). All gave their time in the gardens for the two
days and one worked with the Curator of Gardens for Tryon Palace (Lisa Wimpfheimer) to
answer gardening questions from customers and assist with selling heirloom seeds and herb Lisa Wimpfheimer, curator
of the Tryon Palace Gardens,
plants on the lawn of one of the historic homes along the tour route.
at the satellite herb and seed

Community Partnerships and Gardens: Driving past the New Bern Farmer's Market
sale location during the tour.
(planted and maintained by Craven County Master Gardener Volunteers), you may wonder
what's happened to the garden. Nothing much is growing except the Rosemary bush, some thyme and a few pansies. Not to worry--because the garden is undergoing soil reclamation in preparation for a re-design. By the end of
May flowers will be blooming around new pathways; with the addition of a flagpole
and additional art. It's a work in progress that may go into next year, but those involved
feel it is worth the effort and wait. Show up on Wednesday mornings to lend a hand!
The partnership between the CCMGVA, Faith Connections, City of New Bern Planning
and the Greater Duffyfield Council to develop an urban garden and community recreation site is progressing from design to reality. Ten leasable raised vegetable plots are
reconstructed after Hurricane Irene and nine smaller demonstration beds have been
completed and planted to share vegetable gardening techniques and practices with local
residents. The 425’ city block is being transformed into an urban farming location with
One of the “New Bern 300th Anni- leasable plots, community crops, and an orchard. The
land will also include meditation, fellowship and gathversary Bars” welcomes visitors
ering gardens spaces.
to “his” garden at the Farmers’
Market in downtown New Bern.

This year the CCMGVA pilot program continues with
the Craven County Juvenile Restitution Program; our
Master Gardeners supervise youth community service hours at the Cooperative Extension Demonstration Garden sites as well as other sites in the community.
Third Saturday Workshops:
CCMGVA, continues to assist and facilitate the monthly “Third Saturday” Horticultural Workshops which are open to the public to provide valuable horticultural information about topics current with community interests and the home landscape. The workshops are held at our extension building with each month’s topic varied to meet the
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Audrey Williams with CCMGVA
President Jennifer Knight answering a vegetable question at
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needs of our attendees--with our March session being devoted to soil and Centipede grass with Tom Glasgow, the director
providing a large audience with his expertise; the April “Vegetable Gardening” workshop, conducted by Audrey Williams,
one of our Master Gardener volunteers, who kept those in attendance captivated inside before taking everyone out to the
vegetable garden for “show and tell”. The May workshop program addressed the topic of photographing flowers, plants
and homeowners’ personal landscapes with presenter Tom McCabe, the photography instructor at Craven Community
College in New Bern. Stay tuned for some very interesting programs for the rest of the year!
Organization & Fundraising:
Continued development of our Cooperative Extension site and Demonstration Gardens is progressing this spring. The Architectural/Horticultural Committee members are hard at work re-designing
the Cooperative Extension Entrance Landscape, creating a new interactive, child friendly destination garden on site and re-establishing our water garden.
Many of the students from the 2012 Master Gardener training course are assisting with weeding in
the gardens—their help is much needed! Our expectation is to see wonderful results during the
summer and fall seasons.
In April, a pilot “ongoing” fund-raising program was implemented—a “pass-along” plant sale after
each workshop program. Plants are being provided by CCMGVA
members from their yards as well as from the demonstration
gardens (as the need to divide and separate provides us with
extra plants) which are being sold for very nominal costs to the
Monthly Pass-Along attendees.
Plant Sale Signage.

Our annual major fund raiser--our Fall Bulb Sale—is ready to go
with the full-color Order Brochure as both hard copy and online to be available in
August for the October Sale. The opportunity to be able to order online and pay
online using Pay pal will continue to increase our sales as well as our bulk ordering
from The Terra Ceia Farms.
CCMGVA members received
Volunteer Achievements: At the March CCMGVA meeting, Tom Glasgow, the
5,10,15 or 20 year recognition pins
Director of Cooperative Extension for Craven
from Tom Glasgow [far right].
County, recognized nine association members for
their anniversary years with recognition pins ranging from 5 to 20 years of service—we
thank them for their long standing efforts and support.
The CCMVGA focus this year continues to be volunteer recruitment – by both increasing volunteerism from our existing Master Gardeners and recruiting from the 2012
graduating Master Gardeners Class who are joining CCMGVA as Master Gardener
Volunteer “Interns” for the remainder of this year until they complete their sanctioned
volunteer hour requirements (40).
MG’s and the Class of 2012 at the At the April CCMGVA meeting, a Potluck luncheon was included to which all of the 22
lunch buffet – a true smorgasbord! students from the 2012 class were invited to join us. A wonderful buffet was enjoyed by

all!

Pender County - Submitted by Terri Mansell
Master Gardeners in Pender have been busy with a flurry of Spring activities.
Pender MG Speaker’s Bureau is still alive and well although chair, Maureen Spataro, has been called back to work
for a special project. Speaker’s Bureau is taking a short hiatus until Maureen is back on board. Speakers are preparing a
15-20 minute speech on a variety of topics for presentation to local community groups.
Many Pender MGs participated in the Spring Herb Fair at Poplar Grove Plantation on 3/13. Our “Ask a Master Gardener” booth at the fair had a very good attendance with many participants leaving with smiling faces. Our Coop Extension teacher, Charlotte Glen, presented a well attended workshop on growing tomatoes.
The Spring Pender County Master Gardeners’ Plant Sale was held April 19-21 in Burgaw at the Co-op Extension
building. Turnout was a huge success and many MGs provided plants for sale. MG Beverly Wilvers and her team provided luscious refreshments for all volunteer s. Our own, Karen Berger, designed and built an all weather garden bench,
which was raffled off at the sale. The lucky winner was a Burgaw resident who came back immediately after the drawing and sat on her new bench!! What a wonderful treat for everyone and thank you, Karen!!
Tuesday, May 8th, promises an interesting trip to Growing Wild Nursery in Burgaw. Growing Wild offers a variety of
native plants for our area.
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