
 

 

September 4 - October 9, 2013 -  

Brunswick County Extension Master 

Gardeners are offering “A Day in the 

Garden” classes - a “how to” course for 

people interested in practical information 

on yard and garden maintenance.  

Classes will meet 2.5 hours per week for 

six weeks.  Cost: $75.00.  For more 

information:  Brunswick County 

Extension Services  910-253-2610 

 

October 8, 2013 - NCEMGVA Board 

Meeting, 10:00 am - 1:00 pm, Warren 

County Center, 158 Rafters Lane, 

Warrenton, NC 

 

October 17, 2013 - 2013 Western Region 

Symposium, Doubletree Biltmore Hotel, 

Asheville, hosted by the Extension 

Master Gardeners of western NC.  

Includes 5 hours of continuing education 

training.  Cost: $45.00 (including 

continental breakfast, snacks, and 

lunch).  More information:  Betty 

Lockwood (betty.lockwood0927@gmail.com) 

 

May 4-7, 2014 - 2014  - NC Extension 

Master Gardener Conference: “Picture 

the Piedmont”,  Hawthorne Inn, Winston-

Salem, NC. Hosted by the NCEMGVA, 

Cooperative Extension, and the 

Extension Master Gardeners of  

Davidson, Davie, Forsyth, Guilford and 

Surry Counties. 

Monroe, 2013:  An Educational and Financial Success  

     By Bob Kellam, Wake County 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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A shorter and more focused version of the annual NCEMG conference, held 

this past June in Monroe, proved to be an informative and cost-effective alterna-

tive to the standard 4-day event.  “Mastering the Garden Harvest”, hosted by 

the Extension Master Gardeners of 

Union County, offered a full day of 

keynote speakers and educational 

sessions on topics relating to local 

food, community gardening, and 

local food activism. Day 2 was de-

voted to optional tours of area farms, vineyards, and farmers’ markets.  The con-

ference also included ample opportunities for EMGs to network through a pre-

conference reception and Farm to Fork dinner, both providing locally sourced 

food and drink, as well as a number of vendors and exhibitors, the traditional 

silent auction, and the 7th Annual Madeline Collier Landscape Garden Design 

Competition. 

The Monroe conference ended up in the black and may provide a good model 

for off-year gatherings if it is decided to make the full conference a biennial 

event.  Our thanks to the 2013 hosts, sponsors, and volunteers for a job well 

done. 

2013 Outstanding Volunteer and Extension Staff Awards  

Three EMGs and two Extension Staff were recognized at the annual NCEM-

GVA membership meeting June 7 in Monroe.  Recipients of the NCEMGVA Out-

standing Volunteer Award for 2013 are:  

Edna Gaston of the Kerr Lake Master 

Gardeners; Sandy Goetz of Wilson County; 

and Sandy Ritter of Cumberland County.  

The Outstanding Extension Staff Awards 

for 2013 were presented to Charlotte Glen, 

Extension Agent for Agriculture-

Horticulture in Pender County, and Michelle Wallace, Extension Agent for Hor-

ticulture in Durham County.  Our congratulations to the recipients. 

Carteret and Cumberland Counties Win the 2013 

Madeline Collier Landscape Garden Design Competition  

Based on the votes of the conference attendees in Monroe, the winners of 

this year’s design competition are: in the Small Program category, Carteret 

County with their “Butterfly and Pollinator Pathway; A Garden for Nature, 

Beauty, and Learning in a Challenging Coastal Environment” and, in the Large 

Program category, Cumberland County with their “Master Gardener Demon-

stration Garden”.  $300.00 and bragging rights accompanied each award. 
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Save the Date! 

2014 North Carolina Extension 

Master Gardener Conference 

May 4 - 7, 2014 

Hawthorne Inn, Winston-Salem 

“Picture the Piedmont” 

We’re already excited about the 2014 NCEMG Conference, which will be held  at the 

beautiful Hawthorne Inn in Winston-Salem. It’s shaping up to be a great event! 

Hosted by: 

NCEMGVA, NC Cooperative Extension, and the Davidson, Davie, Forsyth, Guilford, 

and Surry EMGVs. 

Keynote Speakers: 

Joe Lamp’l, Host of award-winning PBS program, “Growing a Greener World”®, and 

Dr. Robert E. Lyons, Professor at the University of Delaware and Program Direc-

tor of  the Longwood Graduate Program in Public Horticulture at Longwood Gardens 

in Kennett Square, PA., and former director of the JC Raulston Arboretum in Raleigh. 

And featuring: 

• tours of the Piedmont’s spectacular gardens and vineyards, and 

• A variety of breakout sessions so varied and interesting that your main challenge 

will be deciding which ones to attend! 

We’ll share more details about this exciting conference as they become available, but 

be sure to reserve May 4-7, 2014 now. We’re looking forward to seeing you in 

Winston-Salem! 

At their  June 7 meeting in Mon-

roe, the NCEMGVA membership 

elected officers for the 2013-15 term.  

Barbara Walters of Onslow County 

becomes the new president, aided by 

several years of experience as the As-

sociation treasurer.  Wayne Carlson, 

formerly delegate to the Board from 

Wake County, takes over as vice-

president.  Carroll Gaissert of Wilson 

County trades her hat as recording 

secretary for the job of treasurer. Con-

nie Schultz of Johnston County con-

tinues for a second term as Corre-

sponding Secretary.  Carol Loewen of 

Iredell County takes over as the re-

cording secretary, and Brenda Bern-

hardt of Iredell County and Anita 

Lawson of Guilford County will con-

tinue on the nominating Committee. 

Membership Elects Officer Slate for 2013Membership Elects Officer Slate for 2013--1515 

(l. to r.) Barbara Walters, President; Wayne Carl-

son, Vice-president; Carroll Gaissert, Treasurer; 

Connie Schultz, Corresponding Secretary; Carol 

Loewen, Recording Secretary; Brenda Bernhardt, 

Nominating Committee Chair. (not shown: Anita 

Lawson, Nominating Committee) 



 

 

Hey y’all!  

 I guess that isn’t a bad Southern opening from a Midwestern gal who is Southern by choice!  

Let me tell you a  little bit about myself as many of you do not know me.  I was born in Wabash, 

Indiana and raised in a small farm community half-way between the towns of North Judson and 

Knox which is in the northeastern part of the state.    It was a little town called Toto.  And yes, that 

is where Dorothy’s dog got his name.  The man who wrote Wizard of Oz vacationed at a lake lo-

cated only a few miles from us.  But I digress………….. 

Although not raised on an actual farm, my parents always had a large garden and my Dad had 

the greenest thumb in the state and my Mother the prettiest indoor flowers around.  They had 

made up a formula for their plants which made them beautiful and healthy.   I sure wish I knew 

that formula now!    (Unfortunately, I did not inherit this trait for easily growing beautiful flowers or vegetables.   I have 

to work for every flower I get to flourish!  And just forget starting with seeds!!)   I graduated high school and married my 

high school sweetheart.  I went to work in an Aerospace plant starting in the factory and after several years worked my 

way up to the position of Personnel Supervisor.  In this position I was hired to make the employees happy.  Well, that 

was not as easy as it sounds.  I instituted and constituted a Credit Union for the plant.  I managed the CU until it 

reached One Million in assets and then got a Manager to run it,  began doing a newsletter, started having annual parties 

with lots of prizes and gave them an outlet for complaining without being  afraid of retribution.  I was also responsible for 

the implementation of a program where the employees were monetarily rewarded for saving the company money in their 

manufacturing and for new ideas.     I loved my job and had great fun doing what I was doing.  But I can’t say I loved the 

weather.  We had blizzards where we were unable to get out of our houses for days at a time and my husband worked 

outside so it was even more unpleasant for him.   We decided to move south 32 years ago and chose NC as my husband’s 

nephew was in the Marine Corps and stationed at Camp LeJeune in Jacksonville, NC.  We have never been sorry for the 

transition although leaving family was hard.  I was the third youngest of nine children and my husband had 6 siblings.   

When we reached NC, my husband started a swimming pool company and I opened a dog grooming and boarding 

facility.  I had learned to groom dogs by purchasing and showing a Bichon Frise.   I had shown dogs when I lived in Indi-

ana and traveled all across the US and Canada to many shows each year.  I also taught dog obedience and conformation 

to the local 4-H clubs. 

I had thought about taking the MG course but since I was working I didn’t think I would be able to give the hours 

expected of me.  My friend talked me into it so I started taking two days off a week just to learn what it took to become a 

MG.  That was 15 years ago!  I was Secretary for 2 years and then became Treasurer of Onslow County MG Association.  

I kept that position until 2011.   I became Treasurer of the NCEMGVA in 2007 (I had just retired) and loved every min-

ute of it.  I really thought hard for a long time before accepting the nomination for President of NCEMGVA.    I believe 

when it is all over I will be glad I did accept because I know the members of NCEMGVA, and Master Gardeners in gen-

eral, are a wonderful, unique group of people who have a wealth of knowledge and are talented in so many aspects of life.  

And believe me, I am counting on tapping in on that treasure chest.  I say we are unique not only because of our love of 

planting, nourishing and harvesting our fruits and vegetables or growing beautiful blooms from annuals and perennials 

but because we took the time to become properly educated about gardening and then we voluntarily share our knowledge 

with others.  We also play a very important role with Cooperative Extension and should remember when we are talking 

to someone who has come in or called into our plant clinics that we are not only representing the  MG program but  the 

Agents who oversee the MG’s, the Cooperative Extension and North Carolina State University. 

I have intentions of more benefits to further improve NCEMGVA and its relationship with the County Associations 

and Advisory Groups.  It will take time and it will take a united effort not only from the Board of Directors and Delegates 

of NCEMGVA but I must have your support and help to be successful. 

There is so much more I would like to say but I will save it for another issue.  Just know that I am honored that you 

have elected me as your President and I promise to do my best. 

President’s Report President’s Report   
                        by Barbara Walters, Onslow County 
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2013 Competitive Matching Grant Goes to Rowan County2013 Competitive Matching Grant Goes to Rowan County  

                                                                                by                                                                                by Anita Lawson, Guilford County, Grant Committee Chair Anita Lawson, Guilford County, Grant Committee Chair  

NCEMGVA’s Competitive Matching Grant program is intended to enhance, supplement, and aid in improving the 

EMG programs of North Carolina.  The program awards matching funds on a competitive basis to county programs that 

further the goals of the of the program.  This year’s award of $300.00 was made to the Rowan County Extension Master 

Gardeners to support development of their Pocket Pollinator Garden. 
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The County Line: West District ReportThe County Line: West District Report  
Betty Lockwood, District ReporterBetty Lockwood, District Reporter  

Avery, Buncombe, Cherokee, Cherokee Reservation, Clay, Graham, Haywood, Henderson, 

Jackson, Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mitchell, Polk, Swain, Transylvania, Watauga, Yancey 

Alexander, Alleghany, Ashe, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Cleveland, Davie, 

Gaston, Iredell, Lincoln, Mecklenburg, Rowan, Rutherford, Surry, Wilkes, Yadkin 

The County Line:  West Central District The County Line:  West Central District   
  Debbie Moore Clark, District ReporterDebbie Moore Clark, District Reporter  

Burke CountyBurke County  - Submitted by Ed Morse 

The second quarter of 2013 was a busy time for the Burke County Master Gardener Volunteer Association.  I think 

we call it springtime!  The April meeting program was about Hawksridge Farm, a large wholesale horticulture farm 

growing woody ornamentals, perennials, vines and trees.  Part of their selections is interesting species brought in from 

Europe and other parts of the world.   

One of the largest Master Gardener training classes graduated on April 17, 2013 with lots of good food and fellow-

ship.  Other activities and projects in April included fully subscribing the community raised bed gardens, completion of a 

new print and digital membership directory, participation in Earth Day, assisting Extension with a community workshop 

on container gardening, and work days to beautify the Extension office grounds.   

     The month of May found the association getting heavily involved with the local Ex-

ploring Joara Foundation in constructing and maintaining Native American garden beds 

at Catawba Meadows Park in Morganton.  These four beds have specific themes: a Na-

tive American medicinal and edible herb garden, a colonial edible garden, a vegetable 

garden, and a “Three Sisters” garden (corn, 

climbing beans and summer squash).  The beds 

will serve as a demonstration site for the commu-

nity and school system.  Master Gardeners also 

assisted the Extension Office with a community 

workshop on diseases and insects of the vegetable 

garden.  The May monthly meeting included a 

program on carnivorous plants.   

     During June, the association visited a laven-

der farm in Burnsville and completed additional work on the Joara Foundation 

gardens.  The May association meeting included a presentation on the 4-H Sum-

mer Camp in Reidsville and a program by an association member on a creative 

restoration and reinvention of a wasted area of land on her property.   

Catawba CountyCatawba County  - Submitted by Mary Fitzpatrick 

     For the Master Gardeners in Catawba County, the month of April was all 

about landscape planning.  Workshops led by Andrea Watson in cooperation with 

the Catawba County Historical Association were great opportunities to learn and 

gain inspiration from a landscape designer with many years of experience.  An-

drea, a landscape designer and contractor in Blowing Rock, NC, is also an in-

structor at Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute in Boone, NC.  

She created a wonderful landscape plan for the grounds of the Harper House, and 

attendees learned historical and practical landscaping skills as they shaped indi-

vidual landscape plans.  We also welcomed Terri Long to our April EMG meeting, 

who presented “Steps to Having Your Ideal Landscape.”  She is owner of Terri 

Long Designs in Asheville, specializing in using ideal native plants in naturalis-

tic gardens.   

On May 9, 2013, we held our spring picnic at the home of Steve Hendrix in 

Troutman, NC.  Members making the trip were treated to a beautiful garden set-

Burke EMGs work on the Joara 

Foundation garden beds.   

Building beds for the Joara Foundation 

garden was a team effort.   

Catawba’s EMG Picnic was held May 9, 

2013 at the Hendrix home and garden.   
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ting and a great meal prepared by Steve’s wife Ann.  Steve and Ann have a large and beautiful col-

lection of planters and embrace the trend toward miniature gardens.  

     May 10, 2013 was building day for the raised bed garden at the Family Care Center of Catawba 

County, Inc. in Hickory.  The Catawba County Leadership Academy created a Community Garden at 

the Family Care Center and EMG volunteers were there to help mentor and provide gardening in-

struction as the group completed 16 raised beds.  These garden beds will be used by the center to 

teach life skills, helping families transition into independent living.   

     During June, we celebrated local foods in Catawba County.  The five farmers markets hosted 

“Eat, Drink, and Grow Local” events with EMGs volunteering to attend and showcase container 

vegetable gardening.  Catawba County Agri-Tourism Day was held June 15, 2013, and a self-guided 

tour of 12 county farms and 11 other agricultural events rounded out the day.  On June 26, 2013, we 

enjoyed the Third Annual Agribusiness Tour with a trip to Shady 

Oaks Farm and the Hmong Demonstration Garden site; Yum Yum 

Gardens served pizza for lunch from a traditional wood-fired brick oven.   

Our meeting on June 13, 2013 took place at Greengo Orchards in Taylorsville.  

Owner Gary Morrell has been there for over 30 years and grows many different fruits, 

including cherries, peaches, plums, Asian pears and five kinds of apples in his or-

chards.  He gave us a tour and answered questions about the work that goes into rais-

ing fruit.  Questions encompassed everything from pruning, insect pollinators and dis-

eases, to new ways to get the most yields per acre.  We saw Morrell’s nests for horn-

faced bees and the columnar planting technique he uses for planting new trees.  If you 

are looking for fresh fruit, go to Greengo Orchards!  The fruit is not picked until you 

place your order, which makes for unique enjoyment. 

Cleveland CountyCleveland County  - Submitted by Julie Flowers, Area Consumer Horticulture Agent 

Cleveland County Master Gardeners have been participating in numerous community activities recently.  We put up 

a Master Gardeners booth at the local farmers market in Shelby on alternating weekends in order to increase community 

awareness of our group and to publicize a new Master Gardeners training class which will begin in July.  We also fea-

tured different topics each time, such as weed recognition, in addition to answering questions on gardening topics.  On 

one Saturday, we featured a display on the metamorphosis of butterflies, which everyone found most interesting.   

Additionally, the Cleveland County 4H Club sponsored a “mini-gardening” project where the students made their 

own vegetable gardens at their homes.   

Gaston CountyGaston County  - Submitted by Frances Crockett 

Gaston County Extension Master Gardeners Volunteers have been busy with community activities, as well as being 

treated to outstanding programs and day trips this spring.  Our spring activities included several events designed to 

benefit our Gaston County community.  The Annual May Plant Sale offered reasonably priced plants, shrubs, and trees 

donated from our member gardens and local nurseries.   

     The Second Annual Garden Tour focused on the Gastonia area this year.  Nine tour 

gardens, featuring patio home gardens, extensive landscape designs, vegetable gardens, 

and daylilies, offered the public a variety of landscape and horticulture ideas.  Three 

Gaston County Extension Master Gardeners offered their gardens for the tour.  Each 

year an area of Gaston County is featured on the June tour.   

     Extension Master Gardener Volunteers also gave their time and expertise in answer-

ing questions, giving out 150 tiny pots of lettuce to visitors, and providing planting infor-

mation to the approximately 300 visitors at Earth Day at the Schiele Museum in Gasto-

nia.   

     Additionally this season, Habitat for Humanity homeowners received assistance and 

education from our volunteers for maintaining home lawns and gardens.   

Iredell CountyIredell County  - Submitted by Brenda Bernhardt 

During the second quarter, the community has kept Iredell County Master Gardeners busy!  The Speakers’ Bureau 

has made numerous presentations: Tim Smith spoke to the Iredell Seniors Group on Container Gardening and Raised 

Beds; Rita and Richard Karn made a presentation to I Care regarding basic gardening; Catherina Arnold presented 

Raised Beds and Container Gardening to a Mooresville senior group; Rita Karn, Mary Ann Becker and Mary Jo Belk 

The horned-face bee 

nest is unique.   

Apple trees at Greengo Orchards 

are columnar planted.   

Gaston EMG Annual May Plant Sale 



 

 

PAGE 6 THE NORTH CAROLINA EXTENS ION MASTER GARDENER VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATION                         

made individual presentations to the Mooresville Library Summer 

Reading Program regarding various aspects of gardening.   

EMGs served at the Statesville Arbor Day Event and a group 

helped with design and plantings at the new town park in Troutman. 

The Master Gardener Demonstration Garden was on tour at the States-

ville Appearance Commission Tour of Gardens.  EMGs displayed their 

own garden, but also served as hosts at the other gardens on tour.  Ex-

tension phones have been answered by EMG volunteers.  Beyond phon-

ing in, the community may also bring its garden questions to a plant 

clinic every Thursday when EMGs are working in the Demonstration 

Garden.  

With all this community service, Iredell EMGs found time to plan 

and carry out a Garden Fair held in conjunction with the Iredell Exten-

sion Service.  Lee Hollifield, 

Margaret Willet and Martha 

Hazelton guided the group in planning this event.  The general public was able to 

visit about 22 gardening vendors, experience exhibits, have Demonstration Gar-

den tours, and participate in several educational gardening programs.  Food was 

available on site.  The community had so much fun it requested that this event 

be repeated next year!   

    Local gardener Dr. Roger Roark shared his personal garden with the Associa-

tion.  Roark inspired EMGs with his “in the city limits” garden, which contains 

numerous tree and shrub specimens, rock walls, creek, herbs, perennials, vegeta-

ble and annual gardens.  Even though Roark is a busy local surgeon, he does his 

own gardening.  His gardens are a sight to behold!   

     Seventeen new EMGs have being added to the rolls in Iredell County.  They 

completed their class work and are now busy completing the requisite 40 hours of 

volunteer service.  EMG Rich Shelton led in the organization of their class work.  

These new members have been a tremendous help in all the involvements of Ire-

dell County EMGs during the last three months.  They are a welcomed and cherished addition to the Iredell Association!   

Mecklenburg CountyMecklenburg County  - Submitted by Debbie Moore Clark 

Monthly meetings for Mecklenburg EMGs are educational, productive, fun and well attended.  Program leaders for 

the second quarter included Carol Buie Jackson of Birdhouse on the Greenway, who spoke on “Creating a Backyard Wild-

life Habitat” at the April meeting; Dave Powell of Bartlett Tree Experts, who talked about 

“Common Landscape Pests & Diseases” at the May meeting; and Craig Leonard of King’s 

Greenhouses, who presented “New Annual & Perennial Introductions for 2013” at the June 

meeting.  Monthly meetings open at 12:30 with bountiful refreshments, committee and event 

sign-ups, and joyful camaraderie; programs, usually one hour in length, begin at 1:00 p.m. 

with business sessions following.  At the June meeting, a semi-annual Plant Swap chaired by 

Kathy Treadwell was enjoyed.  Fellowship extends beyond monthly meetings to interaction 

between friends and colleagues volunteering at events, and also to monthly Potluck Get-

togethers held in the homes and gardens of EMG volunteers.  Donna Adams and Beverly 

Pearson serve the organization as Program Chair and Team Building Chair, respectively.   

     Discovery Place asked our EMGs to staff a gardening information table at the Charlotte 

Nature Museum Earth Day celebration themed “Back 

Yard Play Date,” on Saturday, April 20, 2013.  Because 

of our growing interest in youth education and the 

proximity of the Nature Museum to our Freedom Park 

Demonstration Garden where we hope to pilot some 

youth education programs, we agreed to participate.  

Two 2013 interns, Julie Johnson and Bill Sloan, along 

with certified EMG Margaret Genkins volunteered to 

help.  The trio distributed copies of three children’s ac-

tivities handouts, assorted educational materials, soil test kits and some 4-H hand-

outs as well.  Foot traffic was slow at first, and then a steady stream of folks 

stopped by, mainly young families with preschool children; later in event more 

EMG Martha Hazelton greets visitors to the Iredell 

Demonstration Garden during Garden Fair.   

Iredell’s 2013 New EMG Class 

EMG Jennie Torgler, one of 

three volunteers who hosted 

the beautiful and bountiful 

refreshments at the June 

19, 2013 monthly meeting 
(photo by Debbie Moore Clark) 

Julie Johnson helps staff the informa-

tion table at the Charlotte Nature Mu-

seum Earth Day on April 20, 2013 
(photo by Margaret Genkins) 
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school-aged kids came by.  The attached photo of Julie Johnson sitting at our information table is somewhat misleading 

as no one sat once getting busy!  The event reported over 314 visitors, and our EMGs estimate that they spoke with over 

60 adults (and a number of children).  Volunteer Bill Sloan even gave a couple families a detailed how-to lesson on build-

ing raised beds!  Overall it was a successful, easy-to-do event, and most of our conversations with the public were fairly 

lengthy and meaningful.   

For the past couple years Mecklenburg EMGs have been invited to partici-

pate in the Green Goats & Gardens celebration held this year on Saturday, April 

27, 2013 in the University Research Park.  The event is organized by University 

City Partners: http://www.greengoatsandgardens.org/.   As the event is increas-

ing its focus on gardening, and as the University area is a part of Mecklenburg 

County we don’t often reach with face-to-face contact, we decided to provide our 

“Ask a Master Gardener” program.  For our first involvement, four interns—Tom 

Watson, Jayne Kline, Sharon Webb, and Toni Snider—volunteered and EMG 

President Margaret Genkins took the lead.  Organized into two three-hour shifts, 

we stocked our booth with informational handouts, children’s activity handouts, 

soil test kits and forms, EMG informational postcards and business cards.  Our 

tent was positioned next to the goats, bunnies and chickens—a place of honor!  

Visitors started arriving before event officially opened at 11:00 a.m. and we had a 

steady stream of visitors, despite the cloudy weather and the occasional sprinkle.  We estimate that we spoke with over 

90 folks, mainly families with children.   

Our Annual Spring Plant Sale took place Saturday, May 4, 2013, at the Charlotte Regional Farmers Market, where 

EMGs sold potted plants divided and cultivated from their gardens.  At this event, which serves as our number one fund-

raiser for the year, many EMGs volunteer by donating, pricing, transporting, and selling plants.  A smaller plant sale 

followed on Saturday, May 11, 2013 at the Matthews Community Farmers Market, also an annual event.   

Demonstration Garden development and maintenance remain points of inten-

tional focus for Mecklenburg EMGs with regularly scheduled Thursday morn-

ing workdays.  This spring, the Independence Park Demonstration Garden 

acquired a series of new raised beds, thanks to the good work of Eagle Scout 

Thane Jones.  For more information about both EMG Volunteer demonstra-

tion gardens, visit Demonstration Gardens at 

www.mastergardenersmecklenburg.org.   

A record number of Mecklenburg County EMGs (17 registered) attended the 

NCEMGVA state conference on June 7, 2013 at the Union County Agricul-

tural Services Center.  We wish to extend a word of praise to Union County 

and NCEMBVA leadership for their work presenting this interesting and en-

joyable conference.   

Rowan CountyRowan County  - Submitted by Sue Davis 

Rowan County’s 44 Extension Master Gardener Volunteers were busy this spring.  In addition to managing the two 

oldest gardens in the Extension Pocket Garden Project, preparation for a make-over of the Sloop Garden and creation of 

three new gardens occupied the time of our volunteers.  Working from a plan pro-

vided by a local landscaper, the Sloop Garden posed a special challenge for us.  

Many members had never worked from a formal plan with named plants, boulders, 

manmade elevation changes and some in-place hardscape.  For the other pocket 

gardens, we created our own plans with less focus on detail and landscape interest.  

The first challenge was securing the boulders from the local quarry where Salisbury 

granite is dug and shipped all over world.  When we looked at the plan and began to 

think about the boulders, granite was the only answer.  The Extension Office is 

about 5 miles from the small town of Granite Quarry.  Katherine Jones made con-

tact with the quarry, Sue Davis found someone to move 5 to 7 boulders to the site, 

and Garden Curator Jean Lamb helped with the moving project.  Placing the gran-

ite was difficult, but once in place, momentum made the work to be done easier, but 

not without more challenges.  By comparison, the installation of the Herb Garden, 

the creation and the design and planting of both the Southern Living Demonstra-

tion Garden and the Pollinator Garden were hard, manual work, but without the drama of the Sloop Garden.  Today all 

six gardens are planted.   

While all the garden dramas unfolded, it was business as usual for the Rowan team.  Several of the members made 

The information table is stocked for the 

Green Goats & Gardens celebration on 

April 27.  Intern Tom Watson waits for 

clients. (photo by Margaret Genkins) 

New Raised Beds at the Independence Park 

Demonstration Garden (photo by co-chair 
Tonya Banbury) 

Katherine Jones directs the placement 

of boulders in the Sloop Garden.    
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The County Line:  North Central District The County Line:  North Central District   

  District Reporter (Vacant) District Reporter (Vacant)   

Alamance, Caswell, Chatham, Davidson, Durham, Forsyth, Franklin, Granville, 

Guilford, Orange, Person, Randolph, Rockingham, Stokes, Vance, Wake, Warren 

Davidson CountyDavidson County - Submitted by Sue Smith 

Davidson County Master Gardeners took some well-earned time off this summer 

after holding our ninth annual garden tour. Gardens were beautiful and participation 

was great.  Plans are being made for the May 31/June 1, 2014 tour.  In addition prepa-

rations have begun for the Gardener’s mini-conference to be held in Lexington Febru-

ary 12, 2014.  More plans will be announced later. A booth will be set up at the county 

fair in September. A Master Gardener plant sale will be held on October 5 2013 at the 

Farmers’ Market with lots of wonderful plants supplied by members at very reasonable 

prices. Plants include natives, hardy perennials, rare plants, trees and more. The EMG 

Demo gardens located at the county extension office in Lexington are beautiful follow-

ing all this rain.  The demo garden council is making plans to hold a guided Garden 

Walk on October 12 and to sponsor a photography contest in upcoming months. Infor-

presentations to local organizations.  Work at Millbridge Elementary School continued, 

teaching both planting of the raised beds and cleaning up as school ended.  Carol Comer 

led a Miniature Gardens workshop during a mid-June day camp.  On April 11, 2013, a 

large number of members supported the Salisbury Parks and Recreation Earth Day event 

at Overton Elementary School.  Vermiculture, pollinators, bird nests and empty hives 

were the props for the half day education event on the greenway next to the school.  There 

were plenty of questions, along with oohs and aahs 

from the children as they learned about things they 

encounter every day, but didn’t see until now.  

More interactions with the children of the county 

included a gourd painting session with the Rowan 

County 4H Home School group.  Volunteers partici-

pated in the judging of the 4H activity projects, the 

research presentations and the equestrian events.    

The town of Granite Quarry holds Plants in Park 

each year.  Our Extension office and the agricul-

ture teachers and students from four high schools 

work with the town to provide a learning environ-

ment where residents can purchase plants from 

the high school greenhouses, have their questions 

answered about garden problems and planting, and learn about Extension pro-

grams.  Five Master Gardeners worked the event this year.   

Our Annual Plant Sale is one of our best educational and social events of the year.  Despite the most unseasonable 

May 4 anyone can remember, we had a crowd of over 200 visitors come out to pur-

chase plants propagated by EMGs and donated from Master Gardener home gar-

dens.  To make this event more interesting, we focused on plants that were espe-

cially successful propagators.  Articles appeared in the Salisbury Post on how to 

use vines, where to plant a chaste tree, and how to use Abelia effectively in a land-

scape.  Those who took on the challenge of researching the information found work-

ing at the Annual Plant Sale even more fun than it had been in the past because 

they could share their knowledge to help others make good decisions.  In June, we 

hosted members of the community at the Annual Propagation Class where atten-

dees select what they want to propagate from cuttings from their neighborhood or 

from those the Master Gardeners have gathered.  The two-part class stresses both 

plant propagation techniques and how to pot up and over-winter the small plants.  

Between the classes, Master Gardeners keep developing plants in the greenhouse 

until they root and are developed enough to pot.   

Davidson EMGs present a sum-

mer camp called 'Birds, Bees, and 

Butterflies' to children ages 5 -8.  

Sally Bradley, Bethany Sennett 

and Jean Lamb discover dodder 

on bee balm planned for the 

Pollinator Garden. Disposal in 

plastic will reduce reoccurrence.   Mulching the Sloop Garden was a 

multi-woman project.  Jean Lamb, Sue 

Davis, Carole Massey and Katherine 

Jones made short work of a dirty job.   

Day campers at Millbridge Elementary 

create Miniature Gardens with help of 

Doris Wilson.   
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mation about these happenings and more can be received from the horticulture division at the local extension office.  

Maybe we didn’t take the summer off after all! 

Wake CountyWake County - Submitted by Carolyn Corn, Anne Conley, and Bill Worrell 

Therapeutic Horticulture- submitted by Carolyn Corn & Anne Conley 

     Therapeutic Horticulture uses 

plants, gardening and the natural 

world as programs for therapy and 

rehabilitation. The first EMG -Wake 

Therapeutic Horticulture program 

was started in 2005. In 2012, we in-

creased the # of facilities from 2 to 7 

facilities. We had 206 volunteer 

hours and 275 resident contacts in 

2012. 

     Our purpose is to support social 

development, psychological well-being and 

physical rehabilitation for those who are 

physically and mentally challenged. Resi-

dents live in Assisted Care, Intermediate 

Care facilities and Independent Living. Many 

of the residents have been gardeners before 

coming to their facility. Residents give their 

ideas, experiences and decide on flowers and 

vegetables to grow. Some residents are con-

fined to wheelchairs. They participate by 

planting in large containers or raised beds, 

where a wheelchair can be moved to the side. 

     EMG’s conduct interactive classes: plant 

selection, composting, mulching, water pres-

ervation, planting techniques, attracting 

birds and butterflies, harvesting, preserva-

tion & preparation of food, veggies, growing 

and preparation of herbs. We have also par-

ticipated in helping design new planting ar-

eas for facilities; instruction of facility staff on 

plant maintenance etc.  

Wake - Camp Green Thumb - submitted by Bill Worrell  

     A hearty Master Gardner crew from 

northern Wake County completed the 

fifteenth year of hosting Camp Green 

Thumb.  Green Thumb is a four day, ten 

hour morning camp and is held in coop-

eration with the Wake Forest Parks and 

Recreation Department.  Campers ages 

6-12 were introduced to a wide range of 

planting, growing and general nature 

subjects.  Presentations by a park ranger 

on butterflies; a visit by a bee keeper; 

planting a" take home" terrain; gourd 

birdhouses; and pine cone bird feeders 

kept the kids busy and engaged.  A com-

post race; lectures on tree identification 

and "smelly plants'" and leaf imprints on 

tee shirts were also big hits. 
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The County Line: South Central DistrictThe County Line: South Central District  
Kandis Lindsay, District ReporterKandis Lindsay, District Reporter  

Anson, Bladen, Cabarrus, Columbus, Cumberland, Harnett, Hoke, Lee, Montgomery, 

Moore, Richmond, Robeson, Scotland, Stanly, Union 

Cumberland CountyCumberland County - Submitted by Kandis Lindsay 

     Congratulations to Cumberland County's Master Gardener Sandy Ritter for winning 2013 Outstanding Volunteer 

of the Year!  (See also the article on page 1). 

Sandy is an extraordinary volunteer that embodies the best of the Extension Master Gardener Program. She has vol-

unteered for over 13 years and earned more than 4,000 hours. Her contributions are extensive and her passion is evident 

in her many years of service. Exhibiting leadership from her earliest years as a Master Gardener 

Volunteer, Sandy helped establish and was elected as the first President of the Cumberland 

County Master Gardener Volunteer Association in 2003. Sandy valued the dedication of volun-

teers by recognizing their contributions though special name badges as well as historical plaques 

for those reaching certain achievements. The much-coveted “Master Gardener” mug was also cre-

ated and given out to those who achieved their first certification. 

Sandy extended her talents to the state level by becoming the South Central District reporter for 

the NCEMGVA newsletter in 2007. She encouraged participation at the State Conferences, mem-

bership in the NCEMGVA, and contribution to the Endowment fund. 

Sandy has started fundraisers including specialized Master Gardener Volunteer apparel, a 

“Sandhills Gardener” monthly calendar, photo notecards and a Gardener’s Record book were of-

fered at the Carolina Home and Garden Shows, the Master Gardener Volunteer and Cape Fear 

Botanical Garden plant sales. A recent fundraiser organized by Sandy supported the Fort Bragg 

Wounded Warrior Transition Battalion Tranquility Garden renovation project. The Cumberland County Master Gar-

dener Demonstration Garden, a community garden dedicated to the education and the display of best gardening prac-

tices, also benefited from funding over many years. 

Sandy has made a direct impact on the strength and vibrancy of the Extension Master 

Gardener program and in turn the Cooperative Extension’s recognition and importance. 

Her extraordinary efforts earned her the honor of Master Gardener of the Year for 2004 

and 2012. Her long-term dedication, enthusiasm for the Master Gardener program and 

commitment to the North Carolina Cooperative Extension’s mission to empower people and 

provide solutions will be an example to all volunteers for many years. 

Demonstration Garden Award 

Cumberland County Extension Master Gardener Volunteers won First Prize in the 

2013 Madeline Collier Landscape Garden Design Competition. We were awarded a certifi-

cate of recognition and a check for $300 for our entry, "From Inspiration…To Demonstra-

Our Demonstration Garden 

display at the June Conference 

Outstanding Volunteer 

Sandy Ritter 

     Counselors were impressed by the subject knowledge of even the youngest campers which allowed the presenta-

tions to be conducted on an advanced level.  A visit from our County Agent, Jenna Myers, was also a highlight of the 

week.  Kathryn Spiegel, Bill Worrell, Bob and Barbara Kacin, Chris Clemons, Sylvia Gorham, John Pelosi, Hugh Norse, 

Lynda Creutzburg, Liz Ford, Joyce Bibby and Neena Nowell were camp counselors.  Special thanks go to Zarya Currin, 

who was a three year camper and returned as an associate counselor. 
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tion…And Beyond." 

The Cumberland County Master Gardener Demonstration Garden was created in 1996. 

Originally named the “Inspiration Garden,” it displayed plants and landscaping design to 

educate the community about plant selection, use of recycled materials and to demonstrate 

best gardening practices in North Carolina. The long, sloped hill next to the Cooperative 

Extension building was developed in stages. Community volunteers and contributors do-

nated plants, materials and their time to construct a lush garden with paths and steps. Boy 

Scouts and volunteers installed fences, an arbor, bridge and benches. Under the bridge a 

dry rock bed was created to control erosion from rainwater. All of the hardscape was do-

nated or retrieved piece by piece. Telephone poles, railroad ties, recycled marble, soil 

amendments and mulch were the foundation of the garden. Cleverly disguised irrigation, a 

pond with a waterfall, “Inspiration Garden” signs, donated garden art, trellises, a bird bath 

and many donated plants all brought the garden to life. 

In 2009, an Intern Master Gardener Volunteer class project rejuvenated the garden. Re-

named the “Master Gardener Demonstration Garden,” volunteers uncovered the beauty of the 

garden and planted vegetables, flowers and ornamentals, creating a sustainable garden. 

Compost bins recycle Extension green waste to create soil 

amendments. Drought tolerant, disease/pest resistant and native 

plants demonstrate minimal fertilizer and pesticide use. Seeds 

are collected to support the “Seeds for Scholars” horticulture 

scholarship program. Master Gardeners have fundraisers, divide 

and sell garden plants and merchandise to support the garden. 

Easily accessible to the community, frequent visitors stroll 

through the garden during plant sales, agricultural events and 

visits to the Master Gardener Office. Future plans include con-

tinuing education, propagation in the hoop house and partner-

ship with Extension Services to sustain and teach in the garden. 

Master Gardeners in Cumberland County had a plant sale that was a huge success. We 

had schools and businesses donate plants and was fun had by all that participated. 

Union CountyUnion County - Submitted by Jean Dilworth 

We’re sure glad you came to see us at the Annual Conference  

Always a popular topic of conversation at any NCEMGVA Annual Confer-

ence is, “Where are you from”? is always discussed at our meetings and espe-

cially at the annual conference.  Of course the next question is often, “What is 

your chapter doing”?  Many members liked the opportunity they had to quietly 

visit with other members at the Thursday evening reception and through out the 

conference. 

 Members and guests came, lis-

tened, discussed and learned at the 

2013 Annual Conference held June 6, 7, 

and 8 at Union County Agriculture Cen-

ter in Monroe.  Our keynote speakers and afternoon session presenters gave us 

valuable information on a very rainy and stormed-filled day. I am sure you no-

ticed that our weather pattern continued on into mid July? The challenges of 

growing plants are always with us and 

certainly this year, we certainly had the 

opportunity to immediately apply the in-

formation presented. 

 Our attendees visited the variety 

of vendors and exhibitors related to the 

conference theme and Cooperative Extension Services’ local foods initiative. The 

Silent Auction was a great success toward creating income for both the host county 

and the state association. As we know,  North Carolina Extension Master Garden 

Volunteers like to “buy”. 

 Thanks for coming, and do come back for a visit. 

Century Plant blooming in 

our Demonstration Garden 

Plant sales and events are a 

Spring feature at the Garden. 

Plant and other merchandise 

sales support the garden and 

help to fund improvements. 

Where are you from?  The conference 

provided many opportunities to network. 

Peter Hatch captivated us with his lecture 

on the renovation of Thomas Jefferson’s 

gardens at Monticello. 

The Cooperative Extension booth in the 

vendor/exhibitor area 
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Beaufort, Bertie, Camden, Chowan, Currituck, Dare, Edgecombe, Gates, Halifax, 

Hertford, Hyde, Martin, Nash, Northampton, Pasquotank, Perquimans, Pitt, Tyrell, Washington 

The County Line: NortheastThe County Line: Northeast  DistrictDistrict  
District Reporter (Vacant)District Reporter (Vacant)  

Dare CountyDare County - Submitted by Chris Stadther 

      Lightning, thunder, downpours – nothing could stop the 11th 

annual Coastal Gardening Festival on May 18.  Luckily, it did 

not last and the day turned out beautifully with a record number 

of vendors and visitors.  The Dare Master Gardeners came 

through with donations of plants, baked goods, items for the 

Green Elephant Table and hours of volunteer work.  Proceeds 

from the Festival support the Outer Banks Arboretum and 

Teaching Garden maintenance and other Outreach programs. 

 

     The next big venture for the Dare 

Extension Master Gardeners is hosting 

over 100 children at the Outer Banks Arbo-

retum and Teaching Garden for the 4H 

Summer Camp on July 17.  Hope it doesn’t 

rain!  After this, it is a much-deserved rest 

for the remainder of the summer. 

  

Pitt CountyPitt County - Submitted by Pam Mastin 
      Greetings, everyone, from the Pitt County Arboretum.  It's been 

a magnificent summer so far for the Arboretum plantings and the 

gardens have kept us busy. 

     Our big news is our successful 2013 Plant Sale that was held on 

May 18. There were 571 shoppers including 60-70 Friends of the 

Arboretum who get to shop early as one of their membership perks. 

It's great to see children with their parents as they become ac-

quainted with the gardens. We have held a Community 

Plant Swap since 2008 and everyone has a great time 

trading plants and talking gardening. Even though we 

dodged a rain shower or two, it was a great day.  

Small Fruits and Vegetable Gardens 

Our Small Fruits and Vegetable Gardens have been bounteous this summer.  Those gar-

deners have been growing blackberries, strawberries, blueberries (although the mocking-

birds have been beating the humans to the fruit).  The pomegranates, columnar apples, 

oriental persimmons, jujube and muscadines have yet to strut their stuff.  Produce from 

the Small Fruits garden is donated to the Food Bank of Central and Eastern NC. 

New Zoysia Test Plot by Danny Lauderdale, Extension Agent 

Installation of Compadre zoysia test plot at the Pitt County 

Arboretum:  Beginning on May 31, 2013 the previous 1600 

square foot common bermudagrass plot at the Pitt County Ar-

boretum was spayed with glyphosate to remove bermudagrass, 

bahiagrass, and weeds. The plot had a tough winter and only 

came to green up this spring with a 10 to 15 % stand of com-

mon bermudagrass. A follow up application of glyphosate was 

Dare Master Gardener Plant Sale Table. 

Vonna, Ned and Dave 

preparing for visitors. 

      
On a sad note: Julie Hamilton, a dedicated and beloved 

Dare Extension Master Gardener, died in June.  She 

was a frequent contributor to the Newsletters and re-

ported on the activities of Dare County Master Garden-

ers. This was only a small part of the many activities 

she was involved in throughout the Master Gardener 

Association.  She will be greatly missed.   Julie Hamilton 

Prep work completed, the sod is laid. 
The new sod’s mowing 

pattern. 

Future Volunteers 

The Community Plant Swap 

The Small Fruits garden gave 

us 44 lbs. of blackberries. 
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The County Line: Southeast DistrictThe County Line: Southeast District  
Lynn Brugnolotti, District ReporterLynn Brugnolotti, District Reporter  

Brunswick, Carteret, Craven, Duplin, Greene, Johnston, Jones, Lenoir, New Hanover, 

Onslow, Pamlico, Pender, Sampson, Wayne, Wilson 

Brunswick County Brunswick County Brunswick County -  Submitted by Mary T. Dixon 

Advanced Plant Identification Class in September  

Sam Marshall, Extension Horticulture Agent, will be offering a field I.D. course with field trips and field work 

throughout the month of September.  Students will be identifying and collecting certain plant species to help build a her-

barium collection to use as references.  The class will discuss how to identify plants using dichotomous keys and how to 

preserve them using plant presses.  The class will cover common weeds as well as native and invasive plants.        

Help Line Mobile Phone App in the Works  

Our Help Line is progressing with forms now available online.  We are working to create a mobile phone app for the 

contact sheets.  This app will be designed to take the help line Master Gardeners directly to the contact sheet form, mak-

ing our system more efficient and reducing paperwork. 

Field Trip to the Green Swamp – An Amazing Place - Submitted by Judy Koehly, photos by Tom Woods 

 Master Gardeners participated in a field trip to the Green Swamp, which encompasses 16,000 acres - 

more than 30% of the county of Brunswick.  The World Wildlife Fund has identified the Green Swamp as 

one of the top ten Eco regions in North America for the number of species of plants and animals it houses.  

This pine savannah is home to 14 carnivorous plants and 18 species of orchids.  Unusual animals found in 

the swamp include the endangered red-cockaded woodpecker, which nests in the trunks of longleaf pines. 

The Green Swamp also is home to Henslow’s sparrow, Bachman’s sparrow, Hessel’s 

hairstreak butterfly, and the American Alligator.   

     A unique aspect of the Green Swamp’s habitat is its dependence on fire.  Longleaf 

pines depend on fires to prevent invasion of hardwoods as well as for seed 

dispersal.  This tree is slow to mature and can live over 400 years.  Some 

of the finest orchids in the swamp bloom in late August to early Septem-

ber.  Yellow fringed, fringeless, and white fringed orchids.  Lobelia, Bar-

bara’s buttons, pine lily and the rare rush featherling are among the other 

plants that can be found.  Still other rare and colorful plants bloom in late 

October and early November, including Carolina-grass-of-parnassus, pine barren gentian, 

snakeroot and several varieties of ladies tresses. 

Farmers Markets   

Brunswick County now has the following Farmers Markets:  Oak Island - Mondays from 7am-noon through Septem-

made on June 17 to ensure all perennial weeds were eliminated in the area. The area was tilled on June 24 and raked in 

preparation for sodding. Compadre zoysia sod was delivered and installed by Danny Lauderdale, Extension Agent and 7 

Extension Master Gardener Volunteers on July 2 during scattered showers. Fortunately it has rained enough that the 

area has only had to be watered 6 times since the sod was installed. The plot was first mowed on July 17 and is looking 

great. 

Vegetable Garden 

The vegetable garden is doing great.  From MG Dan Domer, our Vegetable Garden curator, so far this year we have 

donated 83 lbs of produce to the local Food Bank: 23.5 lbs of tomatoes,  20 lbs of white 

eggplant, 18 lbs of cucumbers, 10 lbs of onions, 9.5 lbs of okra, 1.75 lbs of Malabar spin-

ach and 1 lb of peppers.  

Road Trip! 

Our most recent group trip was to the Governor's Mansion Garden in Raleigh on 

May 30.  It was a picture perfect day to tour picture perfect gardens....almost 5 acres of 

them.  The Gardens' Director gave us a fabulous tour.  Vegetables and herbs from the 

garden are used year round in the mansion's kitchen.  A trip to Logan's for lunch and to 

peruse their plants completed the jaunt and we had a great time as always.  

 The Mansion’s Vegetable Garden 
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ber 9; Shallotte – Saturdays from 8am-noon through October 31; Southport – Wednesdays 8am-noon through September 

25; St James – Thursdays 4pm-7pm through October 31.  Farmers Markets do not just sell vegetables these days.  There 

are hand-knitted garments for all ages, bird houses made from recycled old barns, and even live toe-tapping music.  Sup-

port your local farmers markets. 

Carteret County Carteret County Carteret County -  Submitted by Lynn Brugnolotti 

"Summertime and the livin' is easy"......with apologies to George Gershwin, NOT in Carteret County! Summer is just 

as busy as ever! On July 30, a workshop was held at the Beaufort Historical Site for the public, teaching the techniques 

of propagation. Two of our talented volunteers, Carolyn Hoss and Janie Taylor, demonstrated how to make more plants 

(always a good thing for Gardeners, who NEVER HAVE ENOUGH). 

Our very popular "Ask a Gardener" walk-in clinic on Monday afternoons continues through the summer.....the only 

difference is the seasonal nature of the questions! Working these clinics is a great opportunity to "learn by doing"; if the 

EMGs don't have a ready answer, a little research adds to the database. And the dedicated volunteers got to share their 

expertise with some interested folks from Pender County, who are thinking about setting up their own "Ask a Gardener" 

clinic! 

We are very pleased and proud that UNC-TV has continued to air segments from our county on 

the "Almanac Gardener" program (which airs on Saturdays in our area; check your local listings for 

your time). Including videos on the Pine Knoll Shores Aquarium Garden, MG Donna Lynk's pollinator-

friendly garden, the award-winning Core Sound Garden, and our own Extension Agent Anne Edwards' 

edible landscape (well, mostly edible!), it is a great way to enjoy a virtual tour of the Carteret County 

gardening scene. 

And last, but certainly not least, here is a photo of one of the display boards on the "Butterfly and 

Pollinator Pathway Demonstration Garden at Core Sound" which won first place in the Madeline Col-

lier Landscape Garden Design Competition at the NC State MG conference for 2013. Ably curated by 

the talented Carolyn Hoss (she would be quick to add "with lots of help"), this garden has become a 

true gardening destination in the area.   

Johnston County Johnston County Johnston County -  Submitted by Tina Stricklen 

By far, the biggest event during the previous quarter was the N.C. Master Gardener conference held from June 6th 

through June 8th in the Charlotte suburb of Monroe.  The Union County Master Gardeners’ Agricultural Center and dis-

play gardens were outstanding.  Also the great local food offerings, the silent auction items, break-out session topics, and 

excellent variety of vendors and speakers all made the event fun and interesting.  A great deal of work goes into these 

conferences and I want to thank the MGVs of Union County for a job well done.    

Despite the rain, things have been hopping down here in Johnston County.  Our volunteers have been busy attending 

a variety of events to assist our community.  They have gone out to schools, churches, and senior centers to help set up 

gardens including raised beds and containers.  As we do throughout each growing season, there have been Ask a Master 

Gardener booths set up at the Farmer’s Market in Clayton as well as Plant Clinics at local hardware stores.  Not unex-

pected, the number of folks stopping by was down in July.  Usually this is due to the heat of the summer but this year it 

had a lot to do with excessive rainfall throughout the region over the last few months. 

In my area, June saw 9.5 inches of rain and July brought an additional 8.5 inches.  This has been one heck of a sea-

son where nothing grew as well as the weeds.  The good news about having soggy ground is those weeds come up easily.  

Hey, we’ve got to look at the bright side!   

Even though this growing season has been one of the most aggravating and challenging, we gardeners will persist 

because we love it.  I agree with fellow garden enthusiast, Thomas Jefferson’s statement that “no occupation is so delight-

ful to me as the culture of the earth, and no culture comparable to that of the garden.”   

Onslow County Onslow County Onslow County -  Submitted by Marge Waslicki 

Field trips to Niche Gardens, Plant Delights Nursery, Terra Ceia Farms, Horne’s Hosta Farm and a local garden 



 

 

crawl kept the Onslow County Master Gardeners busy in April, May and June. 

Niche Gardens has some less common plants and catered more to the Piedmont area.  That didn’t stop our Master 

Gardeners from buying plants to try in their gardens.   

Tony Avent gave us a tour of his Plant Delights Nursery and advice for making plant growing more successful by 

emphasizing proper plant bed preparation. 

Carl Van Staalduinen, a fourth generation grower from Terra Ceia Farms explained 

details of the commercial flower growers market and gave us advice for growing tulips in 

our area.  

 Annis Horne from Horne’s Hosta farm was able to bring some new varieties of hosta 

back from the National Hosta Show and we were able to benefit from her trip.  Her plants 

display vigorous grown and she carries a good variety of plants. 

We visited five gardens belonging to members of the Onslow County Master Gardener 

Volunteers.  Our fellow Master Gardeners created their gardens in time frames ranging 

from new gardens only two years old to well established gardens of twenty-seven years. 

Seeing the beautiful gardens helps generate ideas for our own gardens. 

Our Summer Social was held at the home of Master Gardener Linda Davis.  In addi-

tion to a wonderful meal we were able to see her amazing garden.  After clearing out the underbrush Linda created a 

shade garden that is a wonderful getaway.  She also makes use of many containers to keep ahead of the moles and other 

critters.  It is great to see what a Master Gardener can achieve in eighteen months.   

We held our annual plant swap at our May Master Gardener meeting and everyone went home with a plant.  Selec-

tions ranged from a chartreuse philodendron to hostas to the exotic (for us) voodoo.lily, also known as the cadaver plant. 

A Hypertufa Workshop for the public was so successful that registration had to be capped at fifteen.  Hypertufa is a 

combination of Portland cement, perlite, and sphagnum moss that can be molded into beautiful lightweight planters.  

Another workshop will be held in the fall to accommodate those on a waiting list. 

Some of the projects keeping the Master Gardeners busy this summer include manning our “Ask a Master Gardener 

Booth” at the Onslow County Farmers Market and our Plant Clinic which opened full time in May and will remain open 

till fall.  The Master Gardeners also hosted 187 student and summer camp participants in the Growing Minds Project.  It 

is a great way to introduce children to the world of plants, agriculture and the environment. 

The Master Gardeners participated in a rain barrel workshop.  We helped construct 53 rain barrels that were made 

available for sale to the public.  Proceeds from the rain barrel sales supports extension programming and enables our 

Extension Agent to procure materials for the various landscaping projects around our Extension facility. 

Pender County Pender County Pender County -  Submitted by Margaret Gannon 

Pender County’s horticulture agent, Charlotte Glen, was awarded the 2013 NCEMGVA Outstanding NC Extension 

Staff Agent award at the NCEMG conference June 7.  The award recognizes excellence in leadership and contributions to 

extension programs and education.   

     In May, the National Association of County Agriculture Agents awarded Ms. Glen the 

Communications Team Newsletter Award.  This award recognized Ms. Glen and other state 

horti-culture agents for their contributions to the Extension Gardener published through 

NCSU.  The Extension Gardener newsletter, for which Ms. Glen is the managing editor and 

many agents across the state contribute, won first place for North Carolina and went on to 

win first place nationally in the team newsletter category.  The newsletter award winners' 

work is peer reviewed by cooperative extension agents and faculty of land grant universities 

across the United States. The award will be presented at the 2013 Galaxy Conference in 

Pittsburgh in September. 

     Also, Pender County’s Garden by the Month planner won first place in the bound book 

category of the Communication Awards program sponsored by the NC Association of County 

Agriculture Agents.  The planner is the work of Extension Master Gardeners lead by Ms. 

Glen.  It is a compilation of tips, reminders, and information for gardening and landscaping 

in coastal North Carolina.   

In addition to writing articles for the Extension Gardener, Charlotte Glen leads the county’s Urban and Consumer 

Horticulture program and the Extension Master Gardener program.  She conducts landscape, gardening, and pesticide 

education workshops, and leads a group of county Extension Master Gardener volunteers in teaching the Horticulture in 

the Classroom program in the county’s elementary schools. 
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Onslow County Master Gardeners 

with Carl Van Staalduinen at Terra 

Ceia Farms in Pantego. 

Charlotte Glen 



 

 

WWW.NCMASTERGARDENERS.ORG PAGE 16 

 NCEMGVA Newsletter 

731 N Rogers Ln 

Raleigh, NC  27610 


