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NORTH CAROLINA EXTENSION MASTER GARDENER 
VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATION 

H e l p i n g   N o r t h   C a r o l i n a   G r o w 

President’s Message  
The time has come for me to write my final quarterly president’s message. After serving 

multiple terms as delegate, vice-president, and president of NCEMGVA, it’s time for new 

ideas from the leadership of NCEMGVA. My decision has been influenced by my aging and 

COVID-19.  No, I didn’t have COVID-19, but I have 6 grandchildren. I was amazed when I 

didn’t see three of them for a year and a half and how much they had changed and how 

much I missed, so I need to change my priorities. Other factors are also making it difficult for 

me to concentrate and perform in my NCEMGVA role in the manner I would like and you 

deserve.   

My parting words are simply thanks to all of you! The accomplishments of NCEMGVA are 

not mine, but from the collective efforts of the support of our membership, our officers, our 

committee members, and delegates. I’m not going to try to mention everyone by name. I’ve 

learned over the years as I have changed jobs that when trying to name individuals, I’ve 

invariably missed people. You know who you are and what you have done and my thanks to 

all of you.   

Having said that, I’m going to make an exception. Charlotte Glen, you have brought new life 

to the program and assisted NCEMGVA in finding its sense of direction in our vision to 

inspire, connect, and empower the state program. You are helpful, productive, and 

enthusiastic.  

Special thanks to you! 

I feel there is still unfinished business I had hoped we could accomplish before I ended my 

final term. One is strengthening the fundraising efforts and activities in NCEMGVA. Tied to 

this is future NCEMGVA Conferences which has historically been a major function and fund-

raising source our organization. Last week I spoke at the Carteret and Sampson County 

meetings.   

Favorable comments were made about past conferences.  Good conferences have resulted 

from association and multi-county efforts. The second area we can hopefully strengthen is 

our electronic skills in NCEMGVA.  My best to each of you for your personal futures and that 

of NCEMGVA! 

Sincerely, 

Wayne 

  

 

Did you take the survey about the 
website a few weeks ago? 

 

The results are in, and are they 
interesting! 

 

Read All About it HERE. 
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Election time is coming up and we still need a few new faces on the candidate’s slate. 

Do you want to serve at the state level?  You would attend Quarterly meetings, and 
report back what is happening to your county.   

Our job as members of this organization is to INSPIRE, CONNECT and EMPOWER others. 

If you want to throw your name in the ring, contact Donna Coulson at:  
coulsondonna@gmail.com 

mailto:coulsondonna@gmail.com
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North Carolina Extension Master GardenerSM Program Update 
Charlotte Glen, State Coordinator, NC State EMG Program 
 
Greetings! I hope this message finds everyone in good health and happy spirits as we slowly but surely return to more 
normal activity levels. The past year and half has presented many challenges, but also opportunities to explore new ways 
of achieving our mission to connect people to horticulture through science-based education and outreach. I am inspired 
and amazed by the creative and resilient ways Extension agents and Master Gardener volunteers have adapted during 
the pandemic, many of which are highlighted in the 2020 Extension Master Gardener program annual report. I hope you 

will find inspiration and the opportunity to connect with other volunteers across the state through these upcoming opportunities: 
 

Inspire-Connect-Empower Series   
Thanks to a generous donation from the NCEMGVA to the NC State EMG Program fund, a new webinar series that allows Master Gardener 
volunteers across the state to connect and share ideas launched in March. The first webinar focused on best practices for non-traditional plant 
sales and included tips for holding online plants sales and more. The recording is available on the EMG Intranet.  The next webinar will feature 
tips and resources for virtual plant clinics. The exact date is not yet set but will be added to the calendar on the EMG Intranet as soon as it is 
finalized! 
 

Plant These Instead  
This new feature of the 2021 Plants, Pests and Pathogens series highlights alternatives to problem-prone 
plants commonly planted in southeastern landscapes. Slides from the feature are archived and available online 
at go.ncsu.edu/plant-these-instead, while recordings of past webinars can be viewed from the PPP YouTube 
Playlist, go.ncsu.edu/ppp-playlist. Plants, Pests, and Pathogens webinars are held the 4th Tuesday of the 
month, February – October, at 10:00 am – we hope you will join us! To view the upcoming schedule, visit: 
go.ncsu.edu/ppp 
 

Upcoming Webinar Answers the Questions, “Can I Use This Image?”  
Join us June 29th to learn how to use images legally and ethically, as well as the ways that the law supports the educational use of images in 
your work, including presentations, news articles, e-newsletters, social media, and Extension website posts. Learn more and sign up on the 
EMG Intranet calendar. 
 
Registration Open: 2021 International Master Gardener Conference  
Hosted by the Virginia Extension Master Gardener program, the 2021 International Master Gardener 
Conference will be held virtually September 12 – 17. Don’t miss this exciting opportunity to learn from a 
wide range of engaging speakers and connect with Master Gardener volunteers from across the 
country. Learn more and register online at www.internationalmastergardener.com  

 
Master Gardener Volunteers Featured in CALS Magazine! 
The spring issue of NC State’s CALS Magazine includes an excellent article about Extension Master Gardener volunteers. The article focuses 
on creative and caring ways Master Gardener volunteers in Burke, Wake, and Watauga counties have supported local communities during the 
pandemic. Read more online. 
 

Stay Up-to-Date on Statewide EMG Program News and Opportunities!  
Follow us on Facebook @ NC Extension Master Gardener Volunteers and Instagram @ ncemgv! Join the NCEMGV email 

group to receive NC State EMG program updates and announcements by email. This moderated Google Group is open to 
all active and emeritus EMG volunteers, students and interns.  
To join, visit: go.ncsu.edu/how-to-subscribe-emgv-google-group  

 
 
 
 

Just don't give up trying to do what you really want 

to do. Where there is love and inspiration, I don't 

think you can go wrong.  –Ella Fitzgerald 
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Members of the NCEMGVA: 
 
Thank you so much to those of you who responded to our recent NCEMGVA website survey held between 3/26/21 and 
4/9/21.  We had a wonderful response rate of 25% (higher than most surveys achieve!) and are thankful to all of you who 
responded (141 responses out of 557 members)! We wanted to share some of the results with you in this newsletter. 

We are reviewing the results of your feedback, and are determining those with highest priority to determine how to move 
forward.  The good news is that a high percentage of those who responded used the site for a wide variety of things, and 
overall, the ease of use in the majority of those functions was rated well.  Additionally, we were given some very good feedback 
on potential functions you might like to see on the website, and we are prioritizing those, and assessing what cost or resource 
may be associated with providing them. 

Here are some specific results: 

Visit Frequency: 

  

The majority of respondents to this question visited the site at least every 2-3 months. 

Inspiration comes from within 

yourself. One has to be positive. 

When you're positive, good things 

happen.   –Deep Roy 
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This chart portrays the primary reasons that respondents access the survey.  The newsletter is very popular! 

 

 

The current newsletter access seems quite easy; we are looking at the other functions for improvements. 

We cannot live only for ourselves. A thousand fibers connect us with our 
fellow men; and among those fibers, as sympathetic threads, our actions run 

as causes, and they come back to us as effects.”― Herman Melville 
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It seems the website supports the major tenants; however, 'connecting' could be improved. 

 

As we move forward, you may see some small changes to the website to help make some functions easier, and depending on 
the extent of the changes made, we may send additional notifications regarding these upgrades. Thank you again for your 
attention to the website survey. 

One more item we learned is that there is some confusion out there regarding the NCEMGVA website, the emgintranet (recently 
refreshed by the state Extension program) and other local and various websites dealing with North Carolina Master Gardeners. 
 
To reiterate, and try to distinguish the various websites, this team is responsible only for the NCEMGVA 
website  (ncemgva.org). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The NCEMGVA Web Improvement Project Team 
 
(Cathy Burton, Chris Alberti, Edna Gaston, Doreen Browning) 

 

  

http://ncemgva.org/
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West District report,  District Editor position currently vacant 
 

Reports from:  Polk, Caldwell, Henderson Counties 
 

Polk County, submitted by Scott Welborn, Polk County Cooperative 
Extension Director: 
 
Just like many Extension offices across the state, Polk County Cooperative Extension has 
not held in person classes for over a year.  That's all about to change!  Our office staff is now vaccinated and ready to get back to it and 
Extension Master Gardener is a big part of that.  Our volunteers have been hard at work getting our spring and summer vegetable research 
plots prepared and planted and they are excited to bring in new members once we offer a new volunteer class.  In February, we offered a fruit 
tree/shrub pruning class at the home of two of our master gardeners.  This was momentous being that it was our first gathering/class since the 
start of covid and it was filled to capacity!  Master gardener volunteers offer the county so much.  From spreading knowledge, advocating for 
Extension, to offering field class locations, these volunteers are essential to any good extension program.  In Polk County, we are blessed to 
have such a good group with many varied talents and backgrounds.  The Extension staff is extremely grateful for all they do! 

 

Caldwell County, submitted by Ellen Roberts 
 
Summer is almost here! Caldwell County Master Gardeners are excited to be in the garden at Unity Park and Community Gardens. Drip 
irrigation was installed in the community share area and thanks to our partner, the City of Lenoir, all 43 new beds in the Community Share area 
are filled with dirt and ready to be planted on May 1st.  New signs for an expanded Pollinator garden have been installed! Planting has begun 
for our new Home Garden Demonstration. It has been a busy spring! 
 
A new demonstration garden has been installed at the county Extension Office. This garden will demonstrate some ideas is based on a book 
"Nature's Best Hope" by Douglas Tallamy. Native plants were selected and installed in March. Signage will be installed later this summer. 
Pictures of the new landscape will be featured in the next newsletter.  
 
We are happy to welcome the 2021 Master Garden Class and look forward to working with the new students during the coming year.  
 

 
Figure 1 - Landscape plan     Figure 2 -  Checking the plan 

 
Figure 3 - Installing the plants     Figure 4 Installing more plants 
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Figure 5 Irrigation and new beds in Community Share Area at UPCG 
 
 

Henderson County, submitted by Steve Pettis, Commercial and Consumer Horticulture Agent, Henderson County 
 
On 11/17/19, a $7500.00 Community Foundation Grant was awarded to the Bountiful Harvest Community Garden to reduce and help secure the garden 

from future flooding.  In 2020, Extension Master Gardeners volunteered 990 BHCG hours. The bulk of these hours were dedicated to the Flood Prevention 

Project funded by the Community Foundation. In addition, BHCG gardeners worked an estimated 200 hours April through July helping build beds and move 

soil.  After much planning and preparation, the major work started on the BHCG project in April, one month later than originally planned due to the emergence 

of the Covid-19 pandemic. This was a critical month given the closeness to the start of growing season. Some prep work was done the first week of March 

prior to the start of the Covid-19 restrictions. 

 

Scheduling work days while following CDC and NC State Covid-19 guidelines reduced the numbers of volunteers and gardeners able to work on the 

project at any one time. This meant we had to coordinate many moving parts, work harder and more efficiently to get the garden up and running in time for 

the growing season while keeping everyone working on the project safe. 

 

Sourcing decent soil became challenging due to the high increase in demand from home gardeners who found themselves at home during the pandemic 

restrictions. The soil required many more amendments than normal due to the poor quality of soil available. Prices for wood increased 3-fold in late Spring 

also due to increased pandemic demand preventing the purchase of the wood for the five new beds until the end of the grant period when prices returned 

to close to their pre-pandemic level. 
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Now that’s a job well done 
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SE District Report, 
Submitted by District Editor:  Griffin David Lockett 

Counties included: Brunswick, Craven, Cumberland, and Onslow 
 
Brunswick County – Submitted by Anne Coleman 

Brunswick EMGVs and the Brunswick County Cooperative Extension recently partnered with Habitat for Humanity to assist in implementing a 
landscape plan for a new Habitat home in Southport. The design which was developed by an EMGV in consultation with the Habitat 
homeowner was complete with foundation plantings and turf space. Because the new homeowner usually has no tools to maintain the 
landscape a lawn mower, hose, and sprinkler were donated. The EMGVs contacted a local nursery, Johnson Nursery in Wallace, NC, and 
received plant donations to make the plan a reality. Once the homeowner has moved into their new home an EMGV follow-up visit will be 
made to review maintenance schedules and answer any landscape questions. Habitat for Humanity has plans for five more houses in 
Brunswick County, and the EMGVs along with the Cooperative Extension and Johnson Nursery plan to help turn all these houses into home 
sweet homes.  

     

Southport Habitat for Humanity Home (Brunswick County)                         Photo courtesy of Vicki Fuhrmann 

Photo courtesy of Vicki Fuhrmann 

 

Craven County – Submitted by Barbara Pilcher 

Volunteers Expand Demonstration Gardens   

The gardens we maintain at the extension service grounds cover approximately five acres. They include: a shady woodland walk, several 
perennial beds, a grassy path bordered by specimen shrubs, a bog garden, an herb bed, a vegetable garden, a butterfly garden, and a 
camellia grove. Our volunteers also help tend an extensive rose garden there, a project we share with the Eastern North Carolina Rose 
Society.  

The latest addition is a rain garden, centered by an island, and edged with boulders we brought in. We have been adding assorted ferns and 
Podophyllum peltatum (Mayapple) to the area surrounding the water basin. On the island we planted a Clethra shrub and six Gem Box 
Inkberry hollies, and our plan is to add some a weeping tree there.  

Another new area we are constructing is a traditional medicinal herb garden in the style of an 18 th century one. Since New Bern was founded in 
1710 and was the colonial capital city of North Carolina until 1795, this garden will have local historic interest. Volunteers are researching the 
proper medicinal herbs. Comfrey has been planted and seeds for Spilanthes acmella, the “tooth ache herb” have been ordered. The bed will 
also include 12 other herbs, such as echinacea, wormwood, feverfew, goldenseal, valerian, milk thistle, digitalis, and chamomile. The intent is 
to develop a program to show the public how Americans routinely used herbs medicinally 300 years ago.   

We also have plans for the existing herb garden. It is being converted to a garden exclusively for culinary herbs so that we can create a 
program for cooking with herbs. Presently growing there are dill, sage, fennel, bay, mint, and oregano. This “kitchen garden” will soon get 
additional transplants and informative labels.  
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Each Monday a group of at least a dozen loyal EMGVs work in the gardens to keep them healthy, weeded, trimmed, pruned, edged, and 
mulched. Demonstration Gardens Committee Chair, Ethel Hess says about the committee members who work on the grounds, “These are a 
dedicated and hard-working group. They willingly tackle varied projects, doing all the hands-on work to assure the gardens will continue to 
draw the public for examples of possible home landscape shrubs, trees and perennials that will succeed in their gardens. The group is always 
striving to bring one more interesting plant to showcase in Craven County gardens. The members do the research that is required when we 
resume giving instructional public tours of the gardens again.” 

The CED, Tom Glasgow added, “The EMGVs have done a stellar job making sure the demonstration gardens are ready for the public 
whenever meetings and tours are possible again.  Hopefully that time is coming up fast."   

Our association maintains a Facebook page, where we post gardening advice, news, and photos daily: https://www.facebook.com/Craven-
Extension-Master-Gardener-Volunteers-212456135776835/     

 

 
A Craven County EMGV clears the soil as the edge of the rainwater catchment area, in preparation for plantings to come.  
Photo courtesy of Barbara Pilcher 

 

“Empowerment is the ability to refine, improve, and 
enhance your life without co-dependency.” 
― Steve Maraboli, Life, the Truth, and Being Free 

https://www.facebook.com/Craven-Extension-Master-Gardener-Volunteers-212456135776835/
https://www.facebook.com/Craven-Extension-Master-Gardener-Volunteers-212456135776835/
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/14708444
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Two EMGV clear weeds from one of three long perennial and shrub borders in front of the Craven County Extension Service building.  
Photo courtesy of Barbara Pilcher 
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Craven County EMGV Joanne Celinski loads soil into a wheelbarrow to transport it to the medicinal herb garden under construction.  
Photo courtesy of Barbara Pilcher 

 

Cumberland County- Submitted by Bill Wadford 
 
Master Gardeners and the Therapeutic Horticulture Program 

 
The EMGV's, many of whom are veterans or from military families, know what it means to serve. At Cape Fear Botanical Garden (CFBG), 
Amy Stidham, Therapeutic Horticulture (TH) Program Manager, veteran, and fellow Master Gardener, appreciates the tremendous support 
from these volunteers. During the “Hope Grows: Power Gardening” series, this past month veteran volunteers were on hand to assist 
Wounded Warrior Project Alumni in therapeutic gardening activities including planting vegetable containers, succulent dish gardens, air plant 
floating gardens, woodland terrariums, and forest painting after “forest bathing” on CFBG’s river trail. They also helped maintain the vegetable 
garden and balcony garden which provide fresh produce, herbs, and flowers to teach veterans about the health benefits of growing their own 
food. Through the long days of the pandemic, volunteers helped Amy create over 100 TH garden kits for senior veterans (through a CFBG 
grant from Home Instead Senior Care) and to run the “Urban Agriculture Resilience Program,” with funds awarded to CFBG’s TH program 
from U.S. Botanic Garden and American Public Gardens Association. Master Gardeners, community volunteers, and veterans, under specific 
health and safety protocols, worked tirelessly to revitalize CFBG’s veggie garden to grow, harvest and donate over 1000 pounds of fresh 
produce and herbs gleaned from the CFBG garden, their own gardens, and the local food bank garden. And it is still growing to give food to 
the community! Tremendous gratitude has been received from those who benefited from the free produce, education, garden kits, and 
wellness opportunities! 

“I define connection as the energy that exists between people when they feel seen, heard, and valued; when they can give 

and receive without judgment; and when they derive sustenance and strength from the relationship.”  ― Brené Brown 
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Cape Fear Therapeutic Garden 

Photo by Amy Stidham 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Working in the Therapeutic Garden 
Photo by Amy Stidham 
 

Demonstration and Pollinator Gardens 
Spring has arrived and so have pollinators including native bees, hummingbirds, and butterflies. In addition, the first wave of Monarchs will 
have arrived by the time this newsletter is published.  We are diligently weeding, watering, and mulching making our plants happy in 
anticipation.  Our Gardens are repaying our efforts and are full of Spring blooms, Fennel, Parsley and Dill waiting to feed hatching butterfly 
caterpillars.  In addition, our varieties of Milkweed are steadily growing getting ready for the Monarchs. 
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Spring blooms and mulch in the gardens. 
Photo by Bill Wadford 

 
We post articles daily on our Facebook page covering timely topics concerning all these backyard beauties with information on gardening and 
landscaping to boot, https://www.facebook.com/Extension-Master-Gardeners-Cumberland-County-NC-105645710996552   
 

Onslow County-Submitted by Pat Fountain 

The EMGVs sponsored the 2021 Spring Garden Festival April 5-10. Because of the pandemic, the Festival started by incorporating gardening 
videos throughout the week instead of in-person classes on one day as in the past. The schedule of gardening videos was as follows: 

Composting  Dr. Diana Rashash (Ext. Agt) April 5 
Lawn Care Basics Rich Mullins (EMGV)  April 6 
Pollinator Plants  Jean Rebholz (EMGV)  April 7 
Tomato Gardening Jim Kwasnik (EMGV)  April 8 
Cooking Demonstration Mindy Rusch (EMGV)  April 8 
Dividing Perennials Ebony Harrison (EMGV)  April 9 
Rain Barrels  Mark Detrich (EMGV)  April 9 

The videos were very informative and drew great viewership. Most of the videos were filmed in the garden and work area behind the Extension 
office. They are available for viewing on Facebook at gardeninginonslowcounty. 

On Saturday, April 10 (8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.), the public was invited to shop for plants grown specifically for the Garden Festival. Tomato plants 
were grown by a local nursery. Other vegetables, herbs, perennials, and trees were grown by EMGVs for the sale. Handmade bird feeders, 
bird houses, and bat houses were also available. The annual Treasure Sale (aka yard sale) was quite successful. Quartz crystals were also for 
sale. There was a raffle for a beautiful basket filled with orchids and garden-related items. Tours of the Discovery Garden were also available 
to the public on Saturday. The Garden Festival was busy throughout the day with over 600 visitors, who seemed to enjoy the opportunity to be 
out on a beautiful Saturday and shop for treasures and chat with EMGVs about garden issues. Sales were so good that more receipt books 
had to be quickly purchased. The Festival was held on the opening day of the Onslow County Farmers’ Market, and numerous Festival 
shoppers were encouraged to also check out the Farmers’ Market. 

The EMGVs donated any items left from the Treasure Sale to a local charity. Fortunately, sales were great and there weren’t too many items 
left, but enough to help another local group. 

EMGVs worked tirelessly for months to prepare and coordinate the event and planned a review session to discuss what worked best and what 
changes to make for future garden festivals. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Extension-Master-Gardeners-Cumberland-County-NC-105645710996552
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South Central District, Marcia Scheideman, District Reporter  

This file contains reports for Cabarrus, Catawba, Gaston, Iredell, Lincoln, 

Mecklenburg, Moore, Rowan and Union Counties 

  

Cabarrus County—Submitted by Mitchell Hagler 

The Cabarrus County Master Gardeners had to say goodbye to our horticulture agent Lauren Hill and wish her well in her new position as NC/SC 

Plant Broker sales representative with McHutchison Horticultural Distributors. Lauren has been with Cabarrus County for five and a half years 

and she will be truly missed.  

We have also had to say goodbye to Robbie Furr, County Extension Director. Robbie began his career with Cooperative Extension in 1991 and 

has served for thirty years. He noted that “I sign off as County Extension Director for NC Cooperative Extension in Cabarrus County, but I 

continue to be Robbie Furr, your neighbor and friend.” 

The plan is to first hire a director and then the new director will hire an agent to replace Lauren Hill. In the meantime, Stacey Jones will coordinate 

volunteers for the Extension Master Gardener Program. Stacey is an Area Specialized Agent, Commercial Nursery and Greenhouse. 

We continue to meet on Zoom. In February Lauren Hill presented a basic overview of the new state Intranet and how to log in the first time. She 

also reported that city and county permits have been approved for the MG to purchase and construct a greenhouse on Extension property. Since 

that time several MG volunteers have put up the basic structure and county employees will complete the construction by June. 

In March we used our meeting time to reminisce with Lauren and to share our thanks for all that she has done for our program.  

We welcomed Sarina Dellinger from the city of Salisbury to our April meeting. Sarina discussed the challenges and accomplishments of Hurley 

Park, a unique public garden. She talked specifically about invasive species throughout the 18- acre park and the staff’s efforts to manage them 

on a landscape level. 

Stacey Jones gave a two- part program for our May meeting: “Scale Insects-Understanding Their Life Cycle and How to Control Them” and 

“Invasive Pests to Watch For.” Both are timely topics as these pests will start emerging soon. 

Volunteers have signed up to maintain the “Ask a Master Gardener” phone line on Tuesdays and Thursdays through July. They wil l answer 

homeowner horticulture questions from 10:00 till noon. In the past this has been a helpful tool for the community. 

While we don’t normally meet in July, we are looking forward to welcoming a new director and horticulture agent and the possibility of a scaled 

down plant sale in the fall. 

  

Gaston County—Submitted by Barbara Linster 

 

To date we still have not been permitted to have in-person meetings. Two thumbs up for our Program Committee, which has continued to provide 

us awesome education in conjunction with our monthly Zoom meeting.  

  

Education Opportunities: 
  

Our February program was “Trash to Treasure” by Jason Reeves, Research Horticulturist and Curator of the University of Tennessee Gardens 
in Jackson, Tennessee. Such creativity; you may want to Google Jason Reeves if you have not seen his work.  March did not disappoint; Ted 
Stephens presentation on “Lime and Liming, Revolutionize Your Gardens” was very interesting and came highly recommended by EMG 
volunteers from Greenville, SC.  Membership has frequently expressed interest in a program on native grasses and April’s program on “Native 
Grasses in the Landscape,” by Becca Wait from NC Botanical Garden, was indeed under promised and over delivered.  We had an additional 
opportunity for education the week after our April meeting.  Our first local trip in over a year.  We were outdoors, wore masks and practiced 
social distancing as we visited Creekside Nursery and the gardens of EMG volunteers Anne Mackey and Ron & Amy Holland.   
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Outreach:  

Bit of Hope Ranch and Equine Therapy Center, a facility that offers equine 
assisted therapies for mental/behavior health as well as physical/IDD disabilities, 
contacted our Extension Agent and requested help with their garden beds so that 
they could add to the experience of their participants. EMG volunteers Heather 
Dake, Ron & Amy Holland, Amy Lawing, Sharon Lanier and Judith Jaeger did an 
amazing job transforming their gardens.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
We received a beautiful thank you that they included 

in their newsletter. Additionally, Judith Jaeger made 

a presentation on Equine Safety around both Native 

Plants and common garden additions. The dangers 

for horses are many. Our Organization celebrated its 

30th anniversary in 2020 and our Learning Garden 

celebrates 30 years in 2021. Learning Garden 

pictures were taken on April 28th by committee 

member EMG Heather Dake. Additionally, fifteen 

EMG volunteers contributed sixty-six hours of time 

during the four-week March/April Keep Gastonia 

Beautiful spring Black Gold Sale. Their efforts were 

very appreciated and contributed to a successful 

season!  

 

Membership has been diligently preparing for our Plant Sale on May 1st. This year will be extra special as we had to cancel it last year. Our 

committee has worked hard to plan a safe event. We will continue to stay connected via zoom and social media, but sure look forward to a slow 

increase in our normal activities. If you can, connect with us on Face Book as MasterGardenersOfGastonCounty.  

  

Iredell County—Submitted by Dorothy Kuffler 

The Iredell Extension Master Gardeners Volunteer Association has remained active this quarter, despite COVID 
restrictions.   Meetings have continued according to North Carolina guidelines being held on Zoom.  Informative 
presentations have been made by Matt Lendhardt on Carolina Lawn Care and Weed Control; Kathy Holland on 
the New Intranet System; Michael Fine on Home Vegetable Gardening; and Nancy Bailey on Day Lilies of North 
Carolina. Participation by our members has been particularly good and our active membership continues to grow. 
Members have been busy in the Demo Garden cleaning beds, spreading mulch, and general sprucing of our 
beautiful garden.  Special attention is being given to our pond.  A pruning workshop was held in the garden in 
March.  
Members of the Nominating Committee for new officers were announced. Future meetings for the remainder of 
2021 will continue on Zoom, except for a social in June and December. 
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Lincoln County—Submitted by Marcia Scheideman 

Education: Zooming into an Asian Cooking Class led by Family and Consumer Sciences Extension Agent, Zach Troutman otherwise known 

as Agent Spatula, Lincoln County Master Gardeners were transformed to Southeast Asia and took a trip around an Asian Kitchen. 
Agent Spatula took us through a fascinating trip around an Asian Kitchen using local Asian foods. Always informative and 
entertaining Zach did not disappoint.  
Our April Meeting, our turnover meeting, was held at our demonstration pollinator garden at the Rock Springs Nature Preserve. 

The new slate of officers was approved and took office and they include: 

 

 
Cheryl Miller—President 

Chris Grady—Vice President 

Secretary—Janet Chubb 

Treasurer—Carol Lennox 

 

 We also welcomed two new members—transfers from our neighbor Virginia.  Tom Dyson, Extension Director took 

us for a trip around Lincoln County Agritourism efforts currently being pursued by Lincoln County Farmers.  

  
 

 

 

 

Moore County—Submitted by Claudia Watson 

 

Books and Bees Pollinator Garden—The Southern Pines Public Library and the EMGVs of Moore County have forged a partnership to develop 

the "Books and Bees" pollinator garden at the library. "We want the garden to be accessible to everyone," explains Savanah Laur, Extension 

Agent, Moore County Center. "The library location is ideal because it's within walking distance of neighborhoods, the park, and a thriving business 

community."  

The garden, which is still in the planning stages, is envisioned as a demonstration garden and educational platform 

for adults and children in the heart of downtown Southern Pines. Laur, library staff, and the Moore County EMGVs, 

are designing and installing the new garden.  

Sandhills Farm Tour Goes Virtual—The NC Cooperative Extension Service, Moore County Center, announced 

that the 2021 Sandhills Hills Farm Tour will be virtual due to continuing COVID-19 restrictions. The Sandhills 

Farm Tour committee is preparing a series of videos, radio spots, marketing materials to increase awareness of 

the diversity and innovation of Moore County's farms.   

Beginning late April and continuing throughout the growing season, farms will be introduced to 
visitors on Moore County’s Visit NC Farms webpage. Instagram and Facebook will carry alerts 
when new videos are added to the site. 
The NC Cooperative Extension Service recognized the tour as an outstanding educational 
program and presented the 2019 Sandhills Farm Tour with the Search for Excellence Award for 
Community Service. The 2020 and 2021 tours were canceled due to COVID-19. Sandhills Farm 
Tour goes virtual – County Extension Director Deborah McGiffin (center) videotapes as Moore 
County EMGV Claudia Watson (right) interviews Gary Priest of Priest Family Farm, Carthage. 
(Photo: Rachel Cunningham, EMGV) 
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Rowan County—Submitted by Sue Davis 
 
"In the spring, at the end of the day, you should smell like dirt." --Margaret Atwood 

The best part of being a Rowan County Extension Master Gardener Volunteer (RCEMGV) in the warming season in Rowan County is the 
Master Gardener Pocket Gardens begin demanding attention. Weeds to pull, picking, new plants to savor and choose and of course workdays 
when we can gather to talk and work on the beds. This has been a good year for that. We have been blessed with some sunny cool mornings 
and delightful afternoons. Working together with our new class of 2020 we can teach and learn. It is a time for planning for 4H Summer Fun, 
judging 4H projects and helping with their fund raising. Rowan County’s Arts and Ag Farm Tour planning begins and our new See and Learn 
sessions begin to occur. 
In March we began experimenting with hybrid meetings. Our goal was twofold. We wanted to find the 
pros and cons and to recognize Amy-Lynn Albertson her receipt of the NC State Extension 
Achievement Award for 2020. This award recognizes the Agent who has significantly contributed to the 
success of their County’s Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Program. Due to COVID, to say she 
was initially surprised is an understatement. We couldn’t be more pleased! 
Our first see and learn was in late February at Sandy Creek Farm, where 9 RCEMGVs learned the 
process of inoculating logs with mushroom spawn. 13 RCEMGVs treated themselves to a 
demonstration by Amy-Lynn Albertson on pruning ornamental shrubs in early March. Many of our 
Pocket Gardens have small ornamentals which are always a little bigger and a little wilder than we 
imagined when they were first planted.  
  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“The world is so empty if one thinks only of mountains, rivers & cities; but to know 
someone who thinks & feels with us, & who, though distant, is close to us in spirit, 
this makes the earth for us an inhabited garden.” 

― Goethe 
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North Central District – District Reporter position vacant    
 

Includes reports from Forsyth, Davidson, Vance/Warren,  
 
Forsyth County Submitted by Ann Cash 
 
Garden Chats for Forsyth County EMGVs 
Volunteering in our gardens has resumed, and is slowly being expanded, while still adhering to advance sign ups and safety protocols. Our 
Extension staff has continued to keep us all well connected even with in-person activities limited!  Every other Monday, a new “garden chat” 
occurs via Zoom, led by Extension Agent, Leslie Rose.  These discussions also come with links to related online articles.   
Recent topics have included: 

 The science behind home-made weed killers 

 Growing micro greens 

 Growing media and soil 

 Comparing checklists for wildlife friendly yards 

  
Blooming at the Forsyth County Demonstration Garden: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some people look for a beautiful place. Others make a place beautiful. - 

Hazrat Inayat Khan 
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E-Mails to Forsyth County EMGVs 
Forsyth County Horticulture Agent, Leslie Rose, continues to communicate with Forsyth County EMGVs with her Friday update emails. To 
familiarize us with the new intranet site, she created a fun online scavenger hunt for us on the site. Also, our Volunteer Coordinator, Deirdre 
Ann, created a 12-minute video with highlights of the new site.  Additionally, recent “horticulture happies” in these Friday emails included links 
to the following topics: 

 Introduction to the plant toolbox site 

 Tall fescue lawn maintenance calendar 

 Forsyth County’s annual creek week events 

 Scholarship applications to attend the international master gardener conference 

 Soil testing kits 

 Announcements about local plant sales, classes and other gardening events 

 
Online Garden Trivia 
The FACES committee hosted an online garden trivia competition via Zoom in early March.  This was a fun way for fellowship with our EMGV 
friends, while staying socially distant! 
 
 
 

 

 
Monthly EMGV Continuing Education Ongoing - Virtually! 
We still have had the opportunity for great learning each month, despite not being able to 
meet in person.  Most recently, our continuing education was as follows: 
 Miracle Grounds Farm, presented by Courtney Branch of the Crossnore School 

 Effective Weed Management, presented by Craig Mauney, Cooperative Extension 
Agent 
Arboretum Adult Education Lecture Series Ongoing  
The highly popular Arboretum Adult Education Lecture Series has continued in a virtual 
format, and some upcoming lectures may be able to be held in person (pending at this 
time).   
Recent lectures held: 
 “Snakes of Forsyth County” with Phyllis Baker-Smith, Forsyth County Natural 
Resources and Environmental Systems Agent.  Phyllis shared practical information about the 
19 species of snakes found in Forsyth County. 

 “Pollinator Gardening” with Dr. Danesha Carly of N.C. State University discussed how to 
plan and plant a successful pollinator garden. 
Upcoming lectures include the following topics: 
 Daylilies 

 Gardening for Butterflies 

 Invasive Plants 

 Successful Watering 
As always, these lectures are free of charge and open to the public although advance registration is required through Eventbrite. 
Registration opens 2 weeks before each lecture. 
For more details and to register, the Eventbrite link can be found at go.ncsu.edu/forsyth-eventbrite.edu. 
Fall 2021 Forsyth County Extension Plant Sale - Cancelled 
Due to ongoing safety precautions and uncertainty, all Forsyth County EMGV plant sales have been cancelled for 2021.  We look forward to 
offering both Spring and Fall plant sales again in 2022! 
 

Davidson County submitted by Sue Smith 

Davidson County Extension Master Gardeners held their first virtual meeting in March with new horticulture agent Sam Boring in 

attendance. 
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Demonstration Garden council members have remained very busy over the past months. 
While maintaining the regular garden, they have also started working on the area for 
which they had received a grant from NCEMGVA.  Some plants already there were 
removed and new soil added.  Plans for the area to be planted to benefit birds, bees and 
butterflies will be worked out over the next months. Native plants will be included and 
the newly designed bed will be planted in the fall.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Public Service council and other organization members worked to beautify 
areas around the local YMCA. Six main areas of the campus were included 
with the goals of improving the growing conditions.  Workers removed weeds, 
large roots, and unwanted grass, breaking up the clay soil and adding 
compost.  New plants were installed and mulch added. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Working at the YMCA as members work to revitalize the outdoor areas there. 
 
 
The Public Outreach council members will highlight ideas for container gardening at both the Lexington and Thomasville Farmers’ Markets 

in May. 

 

If I cannot do great things, I can do small things in a great way. - 

Martin Luther King Jr. 
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Davidson County Master Gardener volunteers have teamed up with the Davidson-Davie Community College Get Real Program to 

rejuvenate the vegetable garden behind the Extension office.  To aid 
in these efforts the Lexington Rotary Club has donated the 
materials and labor to build a new fence around the garden beds. 
Master Gardeners and volunteers from the Get Real program have 
worked hard cleaning out the jungle of weeds that had taken over the 
garden beds. The beds have been prepped and planting has 
begun. So far volunteers have planted arugula, spinach, lettuce, 
chard, kale and sunflowers.  The volunteers meet each 
Wednesday. All Master gardeners are invited to help and 
contributions of seed and plants are welcome to help fill out the 
garden this summer. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Master Gardener Volunteers working on the vegetable garden with the Get Real project members. 

 

 

Vance/Warren submitted by Eileen Novak 
 
Education:  We concluded another successful string of garden chats using Zoom with a 3-presentation capstone event on Saturday, the first 

of May. The 3 presentations spanned the topics of Bees, Duke Gardens 

Prairie Garden and Gardening in a Warming Climate, were all very well 

received.  And believe it or not, the committee successfully awarded 

door prizes.  I’m willing to bet we’ll have many people returning for our 

chats. 

Projects:  Our Memorial Garden had tenants this spring!  A pair of 

bluebirds set up housekeeping in our birdhouse and hatched out 5 

adorable chicks 

 

We kept social distance guidelines in mind when we met to plan changes to the memorial garden. 

 
Photo by B. J. Bunnell  
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We began the planning for an herb wheel at the Warren County Extension center, and a work party in March saw EMGVs bringing concrete 

items for the paths and edges.  But the groundbreaking event on the eleventh of May was a sight. 

Photos by Juel Duke  
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 Northeast District - District Editor position currently vacant 
 
Counties included:  Dare,  

 

Dare County, Submitted by Chris Stadther 

Speakers Bureau 

Our Speakers Bureau “Library Garden series” is a great success.  With the Dare County Library, we have offered 

five virtual Zoom presentations that have received many excellent 

reviews.  With this venue we have been able to reach a lot of people.  

The Speakers Bureau is also teaming up with the local TV station 

“Current TV” to tape our presentations which will be shown in the Fall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Plant Sale is a Go! 

Master Gardeners have been busy propagating plants for the Spring plant sale in lieu of our Coastal Gardening 

Festival. It will occur on May 15th from 9 am-2pm on the grounds of the Thomas A. Baum Senior Center in Kill Devil 

Hills.  Following COVID-19 guidelines we have created a plan to have the plant sale as well as an area for an 

education and the “Ask a Master Gardener table.  Masks and social distancing will be required. 

 

The Outer Banks Arboretum and Teaching Garden 

Earth Day celebration this year will feature our beautiful azaleas, which will be blooming at that time.  Two short 

presentations on azaleas and a walking tour of the gardens will be conducted. 

Now that the weather is warm, weeding and adding new plants to our garden is the priority before the summer heat 

begins. 

Chris Stadther during a taping of the presentation 

on “Weeds” for the Garden Library Series.  

Photo: Amy Jordan 
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We are renovating the Dune garden.  The entire area was dug out and grasses that we could identify were moved to 

designated areas.  New grasses with the appropriate signage will be added and hopefully stay where they are 

planted. 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Dune Garden renovation in The Outer Banks Arboretum & Teaching Garden. 

Photo: Sara Haigh 
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Editor’s Note 
 
This issue is late and I am sorry.  I waited for the survey results and then got caught up in my life and couldn’t get to it till today.   
 
I chose a theme this quarter of “Inspire, Connect, Empower”.  We as an organization want to do that for all the other members, 
so the quotes I chose reflect it.  And, of course, it is still the year of the sunflower so those appear as well. 
 
If you are thinking you want to inspire, connect and/or empower others, would you consider being the reporter for your county if 
you notice that reports from your county are not appearing in the newsletter?  Really, folks, I put all the articles in unless I lose 
them and the one time I lost one, the very understanding reporter re-sent it and I published it next quarter.  I aim for being 
perfect but miss sometimes. 
 
I truly believe that we could all benefit to read about what challenges the other counties are facing and especially how they 
surmount them. 
 
If your county already has a reporter, look at the district editor listed on the first page of the district input.  You might notice that 
West District, NorthEast and NorthCentral all have NO District Editor.  I’m not complaining, but it would be better if we could 
have more people participating in the production of the newsletter. 
 
If you’re interested, pop me an email at eileennovak915@gmail.com.  But don’t be offended if I don’t answer right away.  I’m 
trying to whittle down the 144 unread emails and file things in the 
CORRECT folders so that I become more efficient.  Don’t’ hold 
your breath, because I said that throughout almost my entire 30-
year career.  However I have a new office manager who is 
keeping her eyes on my productivity. 

Mocha, the Office Manager with the Most expressive eyes 

mailto:eileennovak915@gmail.com

