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June 23-26 - Virginia Master Gardener 

College (on the Virginia Tech campus 

in Blacksburg).  On campus room and 

board is just $74.80 (single) or $68.80

(double) per person per night, plus 

tax.  The dining services at VT have 

been voted No. 1 several years for Best 

Campus Food. For more information: 

www.hort.vt.edu/mastergardener . 

Once on the site, highlight "MG 

College" at top of page and 

click on  "About", "2011 Registration", 

"Room and Board" or "FAQ". 

June 29  - NCMGVA Board of Directors 

Meeting, Johnston County Cooperative 

Extension Office, Smithfield. 

August 17   - NCMGVA Board of 

Directors Meeting, Henderson County 

Cooperative Extension Office, 

Hendersonville. 

October 11-14 - 2011 International 

Master Gardener Conference, 

Charleston, West Virginia.  Early Bird 

Registration is $250 (by June 9) and 

includes keynotes, featured speakers, 

breakout sessions, opening reception, 

Wednesday banquet, two lunches, and 3 

breakfasts.  For more information:  

http://imgc.ext.wvu.edu/ 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

   

  2011 Conference Showcases Downtown Raleigh2011 Conference Showcases Downtown Raleigh                                                                      

Whether your tastes ran to bluegrass 

and beach music under the imposing skele-

ton of the Acrocanthosaurus “Terror of the 

South” in the Museum of Natural Sciences,  

assembling your own moss garden in the 

hands-on workshops, or learning how to 

attract pollinators to your garden, the 2011 

NC Master Gardener Conference in Raleigh 

had something for everyone.  With more 

than 40 speakers and instructors, 8 work-

shops, 6 tours, 28 vendors and exhibitors, 

more than 200 silent auction items, and 

dozens of  book titles to choose from, the 

hard part was deciding what to do next. 

Including the speakers and vendors, close to 400 Master Gardeners and 

friends congregated in downtown Raleigh for the conference.  The vendor area in 

the Raleigh Convention Center was festooned 

with hundreds of orchids, azaleas, Japanese 

maples, roses, mosses, and other unique 

plants.  You could get information about 

“green” power, installing your own solar array, 

making North Carolina “Toxic Free”, recycling 

yard waste, and supporting the Master Gar-

dener Endowment.  

 In addition to the more than 50 volun-

teers from Durham, Johnston, Orange, and 

Wake counties who helped make the confer-

ence a reality, it would not have been possible 

without the speakers and instructors who do-

nated their time and expertise, and the donors 

and sponsors whose generous donations were 

critical in keeping the registration fees affordable.  In particular, NC Coopera-

tive Extension donated funds to provide full scholarships for 34 county agents 

and Cooperative Extension staff to attend the 

conference.  Bayer Advanced, North Carolina 

Blue Cross and Blue Shield, Black Cow, and 

Triangle Gardener sponsored breaks and confer-

ence events.  And a long list of donors took ads 

in the conference program, donated items to the 

silent auction, or provided discounts on their 

services. 

Planning for the 2012 conference is already 

well underway, hosted by Henderson and a con-

sortium of western counties.  Mark your calen-

dars now for May 20-23, 2012, at the Doubletree Biltmore Hotel in Asheville.  
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State EMG coordinator and confer-

ence co-chair Lucy Bradley pitches 

the NCSUGarden.com site and the 

Master Gardener Endowment. 

The vendor/exhibitor area.. 



Newsletter Staff  
Editor: Bob Kellam 
  Wake County MG 
  Ph: 919-231-2827  
  bob_kellam@msn.com  

 District Reporters: 

West District: 

 Betty Lockwood 
 Henderson County MG 
  betty.lockwood0927@gmail.com 

Avery, Buncombe, Cherokee, Cherokee 
Resv., Clay, Graham, Haywood, Hen-
derson, Jackson, Macon, Madison, 
McDowell, Mitchell, Polk, Swain, Tran-
sylvania, Watauga, Yancey 
 

West Central District: 

          Debbie Moore Clark  
            Mecklenburg County MG                          
             topiarydmc@carolina.rr.com 

Alexander, Alleghany, Ashe, Burke, 
Caldwell, Catawba, Cleveland, Davie, 
Gaston, Iredell, Lincoln, Mecklenburg, 
Rowan, Rutherford, Surry, Wilkes, 
Yadkin 
 

North Central District: 
 (Your Name Here) 
(We need a North Central District 
reporter.  If you’re interested, con-
tact Bob Kellam.) 

Alamance, Caswell, Chatham, David-
son, Durham, Forsyth, Franklin, Gran-
ville, Guilford, Orange, Person, 
Randolph, Rockingham, Stokes, Vance, 
Wake, Warren 

South Central District: 
            Patricia Dean  
            Cumberland County MG                          
             nzina_rose@hotmail.com 

Anson, Bladen, Cabarrus, Columbus, 
Cumberland, Harnett, Hoke, Lee, Mont-
gomery, Moore, Richmond, Robeson, 
Scotland, Stanly, Union 
 

Northeast District: 

 (Your Name Here) 
(We need a Northeast District re-
porter.  If you’re interested, contact 
Bob Kellam.) 

Beaufort, Bertie, Camden, Chowan, 
Currituck, Dare, Edgecombe, Gates, 
Halifax, Hertford, Hyde, Martin, Nash, 
Northampton, Pasquotank, Perqui-
mans, Pitt, Tyrell, Washington 

Southeast District:  

 Carol Wilson 
 Brunswick County MG 
 orchidlady333@aol.com 

Brunswick, Carteret, Craven, Duplin, 
Greene, Johnston, Jones, Lenoir, New 
Hanover, Onslow, Pamlico, Pender, 
Sampson, Wayne, Wilson 
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Pearls of WisdomPearls of Wisdom  
By Carla Carpenter, Wake CountyBy Carla Carpenter, Wake County  

I recently traveled with the Piedmont Chapter of the North American Rock Gar-

den Society to visit the home of Pearl Fryar in Bishopville, SC.  Pearl’s yard consists of 

3 acres of amazing topiary.  The son of a sharecropper, Pearl will gladly tell you he has 

no horticultural background.  He began doing topiary years 

ago because he was determined to win the local garden club’s 

“yard of the month” award. You can find out more about his 

story in the film, A Man Named Pearl. 

Pearl gave us a guided tour of his property and included 

both horticultural and philosophical insights. He shared with 

us some of his secrets to creating his living masterpieces. For 

example, to make an arch, Pearl uses two shrubs and places 

rebar beside each one. He then uses PVC to form an arch and 

trains the shrubs upward, tying new shoots to the PVC. Even-

tually, the branches harden and the PVC can be removed. 

Another interesting technique is pictured to the right. He cre-

ated the open space in the 

middle of the tree trunk by 

tying branches together and placing wire between 

them to separate them in the middle section. In 

time, the branches grew together at the top to form 

one trunk. An organic gardener, he uses no chemi-

cals or pesticides in his garden. His lush green para-

dise receives no irrigation either. Instead, he 

trenches to a depth of 3 to 6 inches around his beds.  

He says that when it 

rains the water flows 

into the trench and 

the plants get the 

maximum benefit of 

even a small shower. 

Quite the philosopher, Pearl is a firm believer in hard 

work and encourages everyone, especially students who 

visit, to do their very best. He does not believe in letting 

others tell you what you can not do. As he says, "There 

are always going to be obstacles.  The thing you do is 

don't let those obstacles determine where you go." 

I was personally encouraged by Pearl’s artistic approach to gardening, positive 

outlook on life, and dedication to excellence. In these uncertain times, we could all use 

a few of his “Pearls of Wisdom”. 

Membership Approves Officers for 2011Membership Approves Officers for 2011--1212  

At its meeting May 10 in Raleigh, the membership approved the proposed slate of 

officers for 2011-12.  They are: 

 as President:     Bob Kellam, Wake County 

 as Vice President:    Paulette Kenley, Iredell County 

 as Treasurer:     Barbara Walters, Onslow County 

 as Recording Secretary:    Carroll Gaissert, Wilson County 

 as Corresponding  Secretary:   Connie Schultz, Johnston County 

 as Nominating Committee:  Brenda Bernhardt, Iredell County 
     Kathy Connors, Henderson County 



While we’re obviously basking in the glow of the good reviews from this year’s conference, I’d 

like to focus this column on a more serious and sobering issue: the impact of the looming budget cuts 

on Cooperative Extension and the county Master Gardener programs. If you attended the Interac-

tive Forum on Tuesday afternoon, moderated by Joe Zublena, director of NCCES, you’ll recall that 

this was the primary focus of our discussion.  Joe made the point that while Extension may be able 

to weather the cuts for next year by not filling vacancies at the county level, this is only the latest  

in a string of cuts stretching back over several years, that has gradually whittled away at Exten-

sion’s ability to carry out its mission.   

Equally troubling, many counties are also having to make hard decisions about their own budg-

ets and some, like Wake, have identified Cooperative Extension positions where the funding is shared 50-50 between the 

county and Extension, as targets for elimination.  We might feel it’s a bit irrational to turn down positions that you get 

for half price, but the issue is complicated by the perception that Extension doesn’t have a role in an urbanizing county 

and an attitude that non-mandated programs are expendable.  

As was pointed out by several of  the panelists, and many in the audience, some of the keys to making the partner-

ship with counties thrive are being proactive, having good communication and interaction with your commissioners, and 

using every opportunity to highlight the contributions that volunteer programs are making to the goals of county man-

agement and the quality of life in the county.  

For the Wake County Master Gardeners,  the choices look a bit stark at this point.  One of the positions slated for 

elimination is our horticultural agent.  The position has been vacant for more than a year because of a hiring freeze, but 

we have been able to keep the Master Gardener program operating in the interim.  If, however, the position is eliminated 

because the county opts not to fund its 50%, Extension has made it clear that the program cannot continue.  Stay tuned.   
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President’s Report           President’s Report                        byby  Bob Kellam, Wake CountyBob Kellam, Wake County 

What Attendees are Saying about the 2011 ConferenceWhat Attendees are Saying about the 2011 Conference  
By Connie Schultz, Corresponding SecretaryBy Connie Schultz, Corresponding Secretary  

The following comments are from the conference evaluations: 

• Loved the permaculture classes – they were wonderful – best conference in years 

        – Carole Williams (Nash County)  

• This was wonderfully planned and totally enjoyable.  Thanks so much. Food was delicious.  

• Enjoyed hands-on workshops  very much. Hotel personnel very friendly.  Food was wonderful. --  

        - Dot Hunkele (Brunswick County) 

• Outstanding facilities, easy access to everything, thanks! 

        – Peggy Walser (Davidson County) 

• This was a well thought-out conference – the tours, the sessions were excellent! I wish however     that the 

hands-on workshops were not in competition with the trips. 

• Loved the Night at the Museum and music (good venue); Good discussion at the Extension forum (valuable 

interchange); great keynote speaker – Connie Schultz (Johnston Co) 

• All the volunteers were great! Attendees clearly enjoyed the snacks at the hospitality suite.  

• Outstanding educational sessions – all I attended were fabulous!  

        - Kelly Groves (Catawba County) 

• Appreciated suggestions for meals on your own – thanks for free parking! Excellent conference/volunteers 

very helpful. 

• All in all a great conference!    - Jeff Morton (Onslow County) 

• Tuesday night veggie dinner was wonderful! 

• Continue including vegetable gardening topics in the conference; John Dole great guest speaker; excellent 

conference, well organized; great vendors. 

        – S. Weibert (Craven County)  (continued on Page 4) 
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Feedback from the Conference       (continued from Page 3) 

 

• Hospitality room breakfast fare was a real help! Whole conference was wonderfully organized in the short time 

you had; addition of hands-on workshops was great!     

• Loved ½ day workshops! This convention was very well done.  Please even more nice plant vendors. 

        – Linda May (Wilson County) 

• Hospitality suite was great! Garden tours were great! Loved hands-on workshops – would liked to have done 

more than one. Silent auction items were interesting!  

        – Roseanne Davis (Pitt County) 

• Love the vendors, maples trees, books, having snacks & coffee outside the sessions, hospitality suite & espe-

cially check-in registration folks!    – Elsie Holliday (Norfolk VA) 

• Hospitality room was great! Enjoyed the location with suggestions of things to do/eat in the area. Nice job, 

thanks for hosting! 

• I loved being able to buy any item w/a set price during the Silent Auction! Vendors were also good! 

• Excellent conference! Well planned, great selection of sessions. Great venue! Very nice silent auction. 

        - Currituck County 

• More time for the hands-on workshops so I could have taken 2 and still gone on the garden tour. Faculty tour 

was excellent.  Well organized. Delicious snacks. Thanks. 

        – Sue Moore (Horry, SC) 

• I attended two tours and all concurrent sessions I chose – this is my first conference and I thought it was very 

well organized; a wealth of information! (Loved banquet & keynote) 

         – Barbara Carmen (Orange County) 

• It was a great conference.  I learned so much. Thank you for all your hard work! 

• Good vendors, nice Silent Auction, great keynote speakers! 

• Liked diversity of workshops and break-out sessions. 

• All speakers were great – I learned a lot!   – Gail Comer (Transylvania County) 

• All good! Can’t think of anything to add; More of the same – this was superb! 

         – Linda Brandon (Guilford County) 

• Thoroughly enjoyable- nice hotel – good food 

• Nice facility – loved being in Raleigh with so much to walk to! Need more time to go to Auction, exhibitors, etc. 

• Topics were great – expanded gardening beyond plants, trees, gardens – lots on the inner workings – really en-

joyed it. (Expanded beyond backyard) Really liked having tables during seminars. 

         – Ruby Coltrain (Martin County) 

• Loved the hand-on workshops, want more about moss gardening, Bob Kellam was very helpful with my very 

late registration requests. 

         – Dawn Holshauser (Rowan County) 

• Wonderful sessions, food & fellowship 

• Downtown Raleigh is beautiful & nice. Thank you to Tom & Joe for Extension support for agents to attend! 

• All 3 sessions I attended were very informative and well presented. 

         – Ed Aman (Lee County) 

• Really liked tour options – would have gone on more! Also Segue tour of historic area was fun! 

• Having tables for the classes was great! 

• Outstanding – enjoyed everything – vendors, tours, speakers, segue tour, silent auction plants, banquet food!! 

Great job! 
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 NCMGVA Awards Competitive Grants to Wilson, Rowan Counties NCMGVA Awards Competitive Grants to Wilson, Rowan Counties  
By Carroll Gaissert, Chair, Competitive Grants Committee  By Carroll Gaissert, Chair, Competitive Grants Committee    

 Haywood County Take First Prize in Landscape Design Competition  Haywood County Take First Prize in Landscape Design Competition   
By Shirley WaggonerBy Shirley Waggoner--Eisenman, Chair, Landscape Design Competition Committee  Eisenman, Chair, Landscape Design Competition Committee    

Now in its third year, the goal of the Competitive Grants Program is to enhance, supplement, and aid in improving 

the  Master Gardener programs of North Carolina.  The program awards full or partial matching grants on a competitive 

basis to projects that further the goals of the Association and county EMG programs.  The program is open to all NC 

Master Gardener programs.  For 2011, we are pleased to announce the award of  $1,125.00 to Wilson County to support 

their Children’s Secret Garden and $375.00 to Rowan County for their Seth Murdock Agricultural Center Pocket Gardens. 

       The Children’s Secret Garden is part of a Master Plan for the 

Wilson County Botanical Garden.  The garden focuses on experi-

ences for young children or for the “young at heart”.  Different gar-

den areas, plants, hardscape, and water features will provide an 

opportunity to integrate play and promote the importance of exer-

cise along with developing respect and appreciation for things that 

grow.  Children will learn that plants are a valuable part of our 

everyday lives, through their contributions to our food supply and 

the sustainability of our environment.  The garden will include a 

recirculating stream that will end in a Sunflower Garden where 

flower sprinklers will shower the children with water on warm 

summer days.  There will also be a picnic area, covered classroom 

with a “rain wall” that will continuously water the adjacent “Meat 

Eaters” Garden containing carnivorous plants, a Banana Split that 

will feature plants that smell or are named after chocolate, vanilla, 

strawberries, bananas, pineapple and other sweet treats, a Music 

Court with fun musical instruments the children can interact with, 

a Dino Dig fossil hunt area, and a Labyrinth spiral hedge leading 

to a surprise in the center.  The NCMGVA grant will be used to 

begin developing the garden paths. 

Rowan County’s Seth Murdock Agricultural Center Pocket Gardens represent an educational opportunity for the 

county’s Master Gardeners to teach youth and adults in the community about multiple gardening aspects.  The gardens 

will include a sensory garden, a container garden for small space gardening, a vegetable garden, a fruit grove, a grape 

arbor and blueberries to promote edible landscaping and home food production, a water-wise garden of native and 

drought-tolerant plants, a tropical garden of plants suitable for the climate, a turf garden to demonstrate turfs suitable 

for the area with less chemical and water maintenance needs, an herb garden for edible and medicinal herbs, and a four-

season garden to demonstrate year round landscape interest.  The NCMGVA grant funds will be used to help build child 

friendly teaching stations, which are wooden, have a handle to open them and are hinged with the information inside 

laminated to the bottom piece. 

The 5th Annual Madeline Collier Landscape Garden Design Competition was held at the 2011 NC Master Gardener 

Confererence on May 10.  Two programs competed in the small program category.  By vote of the conference attendees, 

Haywood County won first prize (and $400.00) for their Junaluska Elementary School Garden.  Second prize and $200.00 

went to the Chowan-Gates-Perquimans program for their Merchants Millpond Visitors Center Rain Garden.  

Junaluska Elementary School Garden  

The Junaluska Elementary School Garden gives 40 first and second grade children opportunities to observe, appreci-
ate, and care for the natural world. In the 3000 square feet of garden adjacent to their school building the children pre-
pare beds, plant seeds, nurture growing plants, monitor insects, celebrate lady bugs and butterflies, pull weeds, build 
compost, and enjoy the shapes, colors, flavors and fragrance of vegetables, flowers, and herbs. 

Working alongside a dozen Master Gardener volunteers, the children learn practical skills and gain a sense of accom-
plishment. The garden is rich in teachable moments. New vocabulary is practiced, math skills are used, hands-on science 
is explored, and experiences are reflected upon and expressed in the Garden Journal. 
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The County Line: West District ReportThe County Line: West District Report  
Betty Lockwood, District ReporterBetty Lockwood, District Reporter  

Avery, Buncombe, Cherokee, Cherokee Reservation, Clay, Graham, Haywood, Henderson, 

Jackson, Macon, Madison, McDowell, Mitchell, Polk, Swain, Transylvania, Watauga, Yancey 

 Membership Approves Bylaws Amendments Membership Approves Bylaws Amendments  

At our meeting on May 10 at the conference banquet, the membership approved three amendments to the NCMGVA 

bylaws.  The amendments are briefly described below.  The revised bylaws are available on the NCMGVA website at 

www.ncmastergardeners.org.  Click on Organization and then Bylaws and Policies. 

Revision 1:  Changing the Required Frequency of the NCMGVA Business Meetings 

The change requires a business meeting to be held during election years, but gives the Board flexibility to decide 

whether to call a business meeting during the off years. 

Revision  2:  Elimination of the President-Elect Position  

The President-Elect position had no responsibilities other than to replace the President at the end of his/her term.  

According to the bylaws, however, it is the Vice President who takes over in the absence of the President. The change 

removes the President Elect position from the list of officers. 

Revision 3:  Creating Term Limits for Elected Officers   

The bylaws were ambiguous with regard to how many consecutive terms an officer could serve in the same position.  

The change provides that officers may serve no more than two terms in the same position. An exception is provided in the 

case of a Vice President who may serve out the term of the President and then stand for election as President. 

The garden began with a small plot just outside the classroom door—the 
idea of a multi-age classroom teacher who wanted to share her love of gar-
dening with her students. Soon she recognized that she needed help, and 
three Master Gardener volunteers came on board. They organized rotating 
groups of children and increased the variety of spring, summer, and fall 
vegetables growing in four raised beds. 

In the nine years since its beginning, the garden has grown, with each 
expansion claiming another piece of the large playground. Annuals, perenni-
als, blueberries and herbs surround and integrate with more than 30 differ-
ent vegetables. Children and volunteers celebrate the garden each spring, 
eating peas right off the vine and enjoying a fresh, organically grown salad. 
The fall season wraps up in the school lunchroom with a Harvest Festival 

Merchants Millpond Visitors Center Rain Garden 

On its website, Merchants Millpond State Park in Gates County is described as an "enchanted forest” with “towering 
bald cypress trees with massive trunks, luxuriant growths of Spanish moss—creating one of North Carolina's rarest eco-
logical communities.”  Originally built in 1811 to serve local farmers and lumber companies, the land and millpond were 
established as a state park in 1973.  The park now encompasses 3,352 acres and includes a beautiful 9,500 square foot 
LEED-certified Visitors Center. 

To help protect this ecological treasure from storm water runoff from its new parking lot, Tom Abbott (MGV) and 
Katy Shook (Horticultural Agent)—both certified Rain Garden Specialists—met in the spring of 2010 with Park Superin-
tendent Jay Greenwood and his staff—along with representatives from the Friends of Merchants Millpond to discuss and 
plan a native plants rain garden on the grounds of the Visitors Center.  Tom and Katy determined soil characteristics, 
slopes and runoff paths, surface area and storm water drainage amounts.  They chose a site just off the walkway to the 
main entrance.   

Construction and planting extended through November and into early December of 2010—due to the requirement to 
hand-dig the entire rain garden:  a geothermal pipe grid—providing heating and cooling to the Visitors Center—lay un-
derneath the ground near the site and could not be disturbed by heavy equipment.  The 180-square foot site was stocked 
with native plants donated through the efforts of the Chowan-Gates-Perquimans Master Gardeners.  Gates Custom Mill-
ing donated the cedar-cypress mulch for the project. 

The winter planting included river birch, beautyberry, yaupon holly, inkberry, Virginia sweetspire, Muhley grass, 
swamp rose, and native phlox.  An assortment of native perennials—including wild indigo, Joe Pye Weed, and native 
irises—will be planted in late spring of 2011 to complete the rain garden.  

2010 Junaluska Elementary Harvest Festival  
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Alexander, Alleghany, Ashe, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, Cleveland, Davie, 

Gaston, Iredell, Lincoln, Mecklenburg, Rowan, Rutherford, Surry, Wilkes, Yadkin 

The County Line:  West Central District The County Line:  West Central District   
  Debbie Moore Clark, District ReporterDebbie Moore Clark, District Reporter  

Burke CountyBurke County  - Submitted by Joan Taylor 

Burke County Master Gardeners are gearing up for the prime growing season!  All our community gardens are 

leased for the year and the cistern will be up and running soon. We’ve scheduled some work days to spread wood chips 

and have compost available for the gardens.  One of our Extension interns, Randy James, coordinated the Annual Small 

Fruit Sale for part of his Western Piedmont Community College degree program.  

At our January meeting, we welcomed Sharon Clark of Wildwood Breezes in Connelly Springs who gave a wonderful 

presentation about herbs; she described some of the lesser-known usages and benefits of a number of them.  Damon Pol-

lard, Extension Livestock Agent, gave us a very informative program on garden pests—moles, voles and snakes—and 

provided helpful handouts with color photos at our February meeting.  Our March program was presented by Chip Hope, 

Coordinator of the Horticulture Department at Western Piedmont Community College, who spoke about the benefits of 

heirloom plants and how saving these varieties helps ensure genetic diversity, saves a piece of history and often provides 

us with more flavorful foods.  We now look forward to putting all this information to good use! 

Gaston CountyGaston County  - Submitted by Deborah Blevins 

What follows is an edited excerpt from a thank you note written by Julie Flowers, 

an employee of Cooperative Extension, about community gardening in the schools.  Sev-

eral Gaston County Extension Master Gardeners have been involved in this program for 

years; our EMG group was recently awarded a grant toward this work:     

As we kick off another season of Harvesting Healthy Youth, I am tremendously ex-

cited about our shared accomplishments, as well as the future growth of this program.  

As the result of a strong partnership between Cooperative Extension and Gaston 

County Master Gardener Volunteers, we are reaching youth in the county with garden-

ing skills and nutritional information that will position them for better overall health.  

65% of youth who participated in 2010 said they planned to eat more fresh fruits and 

vegetables and a whopping 87% aspired to garden at home!  Without the many volunteer 

hours worked by Gaston County EMGs, this program’s success would be much more lim-

ited.   

In December of 2010, Gaston County Extension was awarded a grant to receive two 

full-time FoodCorps volunteers (starting August 2011) to assist us in expanding Har-

vesting Healthy Youth. FoodCorps required that volunteer host sites provide a $10,000 local match for the program. 

Caromont Healthcare has agreed to provide that match.  With this increased support we can potentially deliver Harvest-

ing Healthy Youth to 65 classes in 22 schools.   

Recognizing the need for new site construction costs, Extension proposed that the Master Gardener Association es-

tablish a Harvesting Healthy Youth mini-grant.  The Executive Committee of the Master Gardener Association enthusi-

astically supported this idea with a $1,000.00 commitment and presented it to the group at the January 2011 meeting.   

The tentative guidelines for implementing the mini-grants includes: Cooperative Extension will market the Harvest-

ing Healthy Youth program to all Gaston County Schools and will approve sites for participation based on gardening fea-

sibility and school support, with Title One schools receiving priority funding; schools agreeing to participate in Harvest-

ing Healthy Youth will be eligible to submit a mini-grant application for up to 50% of their pro-

gram costs up to $250; a committee of Extension staff and Master Gardener Volunteers will 

review applications and select grant recipients twice each year; priority in funding will go to-

wards construction of new school gardens and expanding existing gardens.  

Mecklenburg CountyMecklenburg County  - Submitted by Debbie Moore Clark 

Mecklenburg County Extension Master Gardeners started 2011 off with gusto!  The Janu-

ary issue of our award-winning in-house newsletter, THE THYMES, provided an overview of 

the upcoming year’s major events and programs, and introduced the topics and team of volun-

teer writers who will provide educational articles within the news organ during 2011.     

In late January, volunteers Catherine Hawley and Debbie Moore Clark began the arduous 

task of designing and building the new Extension Master Gardener public website at 

www.mastergardenersmecklenburg.org with Cathe serving as webmaster and Debbie as editor.  

Radishes are the first to mature 

in the spring.  The “Harvesting 

Healthy Youth” students are al-

ways awed .  
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Soon after, Dale Johnston (Forum Moderator), Debbie Blystone and Marlene Lewis (Web Technicians), and Candace 

Armstrong (Photographer) joined the hard-working team.  Debbie Moore Clark, who also edits the in-house newsletter, 

THE THYMES, has and continues to stock the new public website with educational articles archived from the newsletter.  

You may find these articles at “Educational Articles” and “A Gardener’s Calendar” within the site.  Additionally, the 

“ASK a Master Gardener” subpage directs visitors to events where EMG volunteers will be on hand to greet, meet, and 

answer horticultural questions, all at convenient locations around town.  “Seminars & Workshops” publicizes helpful 

seminars and workshops led by EMGs about town.  Please, check out the website!   

Organized by Margaret Genkins, EMG Public Events Chair, our involvement in the Southern Spring Home & Gar-

den Show was a tremendous outreach success.  This year our shifts covered the Wednesday, March 2 Opening Night 

Gala, and all day Saturday, March 5, 2011.  Our new location at the show, in front of the Garden Stage was great—lots of 

foot traffic!  To keep an accurate count of number of individuals provided with information, our volunteers used four 

handheld tally counters.  We used our two large “Ask a Master Gardener” signs to announce our presence, and the show 

also provided a sign on the booth with individual county Extension signs to Velcro into place.  Our handouts included:  

our new trifold EMG 2011 events brochure with new website URL and Hotline telephone number; our remaining old 

bookmarks with new website URL stickers applied; and Right Plant, Right Place/Produce Your Own Produce handouts 

with native plant focus.  Extension provided soil test boxes, handouts on tree planting and vegetable gardening, new 

multi-Extension bookmarks, and the Show Stopper Plants handout.  People were really interested in our new Mecklen-

burg EMG public website at www.mastergardenersmecklenburg.org.  In general, people seem to be interested in reducing 

paper usage.  The new location at the show, a rainy weekend, and our instructions to volunteers to step outside the booth 

to engage visitors and offer information resulted in numerous contacts.  On Wednesday evening at the Gala event our 2 

volunteers talked to 47 attendees, and on Saturday our 17 volunteers talked to 2,031.   

Monthly meetings continue to provide an excellent venue for enjoying fellowship, conducting EMG business and re-

ceiving the requisite continuing education.  Respectively, programs for January through March covered Hank Bruno, 

from Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden presenting “Southern Favorites: Natives & Newcomers;” Bill and Linda Gluck of 

Charlotte presenting “Daylilies;” and Randy Clark of The Bonsai Learning Center on “Bonsai.”   

Rowan CountyRowan County  - Submitted by Carole Massey 

January is always an interesting month for Rowan County Master Gardeners.  We start the month tidying up our De-

cember projects, storing everything away for next year, and then we turn our attention to our annual retreat, held in con-

junction with our monthly meeting.  This year we had a snowstorm to contend with, resulting in a change of day and 

venue. Our members came through, meeting to plan our activities and projects for the coming year.  All but two volun-

teers who moved from the area signed memorandums of agreement, which means the 

Rowan County Master Gardener Association has forty members on roll for 2011.   

 One major focus for the year is the Pocket Gardens Project at the Extension 

Office.  Committees have been meeting to plan fund raisers, design various gardens, 

write grants, and take out existing plant materials.  

 “Fitness for the Gardener” was our speaker’s topic for the February meeting.  

The meeting was held at our local YMCA and Esther Marsh, a Certified Personal 

Trainer, not only informed, but entertained the volunteers with her on-target de-

scriptions of the aches and pains associated with the onset of the gardening season.  

In preparation for our Pocket Gardens Project, Dave Collins of Distinctive Landscap-

ing conducted a workshop on the mechanics of irrigation.  The intention was to bet-

ter prepare ourselves for the planning and installation of a complete system, one 

that is economical both financially and envi-

ronmentally.   

 Continuing our quest for additional information, David Wooten, Wooten 

Irrigation, was our speaker for the March meeting.  He concentrated on residential 

irrigation and the cutting edge systems being developed today.  We were most im-

pressed with the solar systems with GPS-driven data.   

Also in March, a team of volunteers staffed the Extension Successful Gardener 

booth at the Charlotte Southern Spring Home & Garden Show; a workday was 

held in the Sensory Pocket Garden to add Permatil to the planting beds; and we 

began preparations for our Annual Plant Swap and Sale, scheduled for May 7.  

Additionally, the greenhouse was inventoried and assignments made for the silent 

auction, swap and sales.   

Our weekly radio programs continue with call-in questions, updates on recent hor-

ticultural questions, and Extension news.  

President Sue Davis with Salisbury's 

Landscape Director Stephen Brown 

discussing an urban forestry proposal 

for our West End Garden 

Vance Meeks, Class of 2009, receiving 

a certificate of appreciation from the 

Association at the February meeting.  
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The County Line: NortheastThe County Line: Northeast  DistrictDistrict  
The District Reporter position is vacant.The District Reporter position is vacant.  

Beaufort, Bertie, Camden, Chowan, Currituck, Dare, Edgecombe, Gates, Halifax, 

Hertford, Hyde, Martin, Nash, Northampton, Pasquotank, Perquimans, Pitt, Tyrell, Washington 

The County Line: South Central DistrictThe County Line: South Central District  
Patricia Dean, District ReporterPatricia Dean, District Reporter  

Anson, Bladen, Cabarrus, Columbus, Cumberland, Harnett, Hoke, Lee, Montgomery, 

Moore, Richmond, Robeson, Scotland, Stanly, Union 

The County Line:  North Central District The County Line:  North Central District   
  The District Reporter position is vacant.The District Reporter position is vacant.  

Alamance, Caswell, Chatham, Davidson, Durham, Forsyth, Franklin, Granville, 

Guilford, Orange, Person, Randolph, Rockingham, Stokes, Vance, Wake, 

Davidson CountyDavidson County -  Submitted by Laura Sue Smith 

Davidson County Master Gardeners have been busy these past spring months.  

Members have worked with school groups, talked to church groups, given presenta-

tions to garden clubs, and manned telephones.  In early April members helped local NC 

extension staff present “Pizza by the Slice” to local school groups, helping them under-

stand where they get their food.  Volunteers are 

busy building and planting raised beds for sum-

mer vegetables at the Lexington Crisis Ministry 

buildings. Containers of  flowers and vegetable 

plants were provided by Master Gardens to cre-

ate an entrance to the Southern Gateway Wine 

Festival held in conjunction with the competitive 

BBQ Cookoff on April 22 and 23rd.  In addition to all this, the gardeners are prepar-

ing plants for the annual plant sale held at the Farmer's Market on May 14th.  They 

will hold the Seventh Annual Garden Tour on May 21 and 22,  highlighting seven 

gardens in the High Rock Lake area.  While working on all these projects volun-

teers also find time and energy to maintain the beautiful Demo gardens at the Ex-

tension office Building in Lexington. 

Wake CountyWake County -  Submitted by Bob Kellam 

Over the past several months, Wake County provided more than 40 volunteers to plan and staff the 2011 NC Master 

Gardener Conference in Raleigh, May 8-11 (see the article on Page 1).  Event managers Jere Stevens (garden tours), Den-

nis Drehmel (hands-on workshops), Louise Romanow (silent auction), Winston Charles and Chris Kelly (book sale), 

Cathy Burton (vendors and exhibitors), Jessica Mollett (door prizes), and Gay Kayye (hospitality suite) provided the en-

ergy, enthusiasm, and organization, that got rave reviews from the attendees.  Thanks are also due to Wayne Carlson 

who led the fundraising effort that kept us out of the red, the session managers, announcement mail-out crew, the confer-

ence badge assemblers, tote-bag stuffers, and especially  Karen Damari and her team from Johnston County who man-

aged conference registration and Theo Roddy and the Durham MGs who provided the beautiful centerpieces for the ban-

quet and luncheon. 

Despite some serious County budget issues which threaten the Wake EMG program (see the President’s Report on 

page 3), we’ve been moving ahead with an ambitious outreach goal for the year, hosting public workshops and successful 

gardening clinics at local farmers markets and sponsored events (Tour de Coop, Songbird Celebration, BugFest, 

HerbFest, and the Southern Ideal Home Show.  During 2010, our EMGs donated more than 13,000 volunteer hours and 

recorded over 12,000 client contacts. 

Decorated entrance to the Southern 

Gateway Wine Festival in Lexington. 

Planting a vegetable garden at the 

Crisis Ministry in Lexington. 



The County Line: Southeast DistrictThe County Line: Southeast District  
Carol Wilson, District ReporterCarol Wilson, District Reporter  

Brunswick, Carteret, Craven, Duplin, Greene, Johnston, Jones, Lenoir, New Hanover, 

Onslow, Pamlico, Pender, Sampson, Wayne, Wilson 
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Brunswick County Brunswick County - Submitted by Carol Wilson 

 One of the many attributes Master Gardeners 

possess is the ability to create attractive settings using 

plants as the main ingredients.  Add stone accents and 

functional wooden structures and the result will be ex-

actly what can be found at the Brunswick County Gov-

ernment Complex in Bolivia.  Started as an outdoor 

classroom with a second purpose of providing screening 

for an unattractive electrical control panel and transfer 

station the gardens present "a little bit of heaven" for all 

who visit.  

 Located alongside the Extension Offices on approximately six acres, the Bruns-

wick County Botanical Garden serves as a study garden to assist those working toward 

the Certified Plant Professional designation. The garden is 

used by Extension Master Gardeners to learn about plants 

suitable for our area.  4-H'ers study plant names in prepa-

ration for local, state and national competitions.  One area 

showcases turf recommended for southeast North Caro-

lina. Several memorials can be found in honor of those 

who made outstanding contributions to the BCEMGVA.   

The garden is situated on the west side of the Brunswick 

County Government Complex which is located on Business 17 in Bolivia. 

Dare County Dare County Dare County -  Submitted by Julie Hamilton     

Dare County Extension Master Gardeners have been busy preparing for our annual Coastal Gardening Festival, to 

be held on Saturday, May 14th this year. The Festival runs from 10:00 ‘til 2:30 PM.  If you’re in the area, please stop by at 

300 Mustian St. in Kill Devil Hills. Vendors, plant sales, children’s activities, food, demonstrations, a raffle, and much 

more will provide something for the whole family.  Proceeds benefit our Outer Banks Arboretum and Teaching Garden. 

A successful yard sale in April also provided some funds for the Arboretum! 

The Speaker’s Bureau has been busy with presentations to the public, including a series at the Dare County Librar-

ies.  New topics for presentation are currently being processed. 

Twenty-eight new Master Gardener Volunteers have just graduated and are ready to join other active Dare Master 

Gardeners in the Arboretum, on Greenline, the Speakers Bureau, and other activities! 

For information, please call the Dare County Center of the NC Cooperative Extension at 252-473-4290. 

Chowan County Chowan County Chowan County -  Submitted by Pam Lowney     

The Chowan-Gates-Perquimans Master Gardener Volunteers finished their second year of the Junior Master Gar-

dener program and sponsored their first Albemarle Master Gardener Spring Garden Show. 

This year, volunteers worked with fourth-grade students in Perquimans County. The project included a partnership 

with high school students who were completing their Senior Projects on low-maintenance landscape plantings. 

The inaugural garden show was a great success, selling 35 booths and attracting 650 people. Speakers, education, 

children's activities, prizes and food added to the appeal of this praiseworthy event. 

The CGP Master Gardener volunteers have also been busy with historic garden restoration and community beautifi-

cation. They are preparing to staff Ask a Master Gardener booths at area Farmers Markets throughout the summer. 
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Pender County Pender County Pender County -  Submitted by Gerry Milhoulides 

Pender County Master Gardeners have just finished their spring plant sale, April 14-16.  The event was chaired by 

Jan Broadfoot.  This has been the most successful sale to date.  After only a few hours on opening day, Thursday after-

noon, there was a need to go to the wholesaler to replenish 

stock.  There were more buyers and MG volunteers than 

ever before..  Stock included annuals, perennials, fruit

(including our famous blueberries), vegetables and trees 

adapted to Pender County conditions. Chuck Button, a local 

beekeeper set up a tent at our sale to supply the public with 

information about raising bees. Nancy Ash had an extensive 

collection of red maples for sale from her family busi-

ness.   Thanks go out to the many volunteers that made this 

such a successful endeavor.  We were blessed with perfect 

weather with the exception of the last morning which didn't 

seem to deter buyers.  Stock was moved inside and at the end of the day very little was left 

over. 

Volunteers were at the Poplar Grove Herb and Garden Fair to supply the public with gardening information, soil 

testing kits, information on Master Gardener training and the workings of the organization. 

There was an "Ask a Master Gardener" Tent at the Poplar Grove Earth Day Celebration on April 30th.  Ongoing tent 

setups as follows:  2nd Wednesday of each month...Plant Clinics at Poplar Grove Farmer's 

Market continue April through October.  3rd Monday of each month the clinics are at Pen-

der County Hampstead Branch library, also April - October. 

 The School Outreach Program in four county schools is staffed and running 

smoothly thanks to Jan Kinney, Nancy Mercure, Cheryll Shuford, Jean Talbert and other 

classroom helpers.  Potato harvest was May 11 followed by a garden party with the teach-

ers, students, Horticulture Agent, Charlotte Glen and the Master Gardeners.  So far 600 

hours have been devoted to this project. 

 Our cookbooks are now on sale and already show a profit.  "The Gardener's Table" 

is available for $10.  You can contact leannbaker@aol.com or Debby Shackelford, de-

b3shack3@aol.com to get information on purchasing one or more. They make wonderful 

gifts for any occasion. 

Visits are planned to several members gardens later in May and June.  We will be identifying plants and discussing 

landscape problems.  New Master Gardener classes are scheduled August 11-October 20 of this year. 

Wilson County Wilson County Wilson County -  Submitted by Sandy Goetz 

Sixteen different perennials were started from seed to fill the void in our greenhouse.  The plan to provide unique 

healthy plants for the April 9th Spring Symposium was begun.  Through the generosity of a member a Park's Seed gift 

certificate provided a wealth of  seeds and excitement was in the air.  

The 2011 Wilson Garden Tour planning committee met in January and scheduled meetings to carry out our master 

plan.  Many EMGVs are very involved in plant ID and the focal points of the seven private gardens on this tour.  Also, 

there was a presentation for the Childcare Council to help generate interest in the EMGV Program, 4-H and the Chil-

dren's Secret Garden.  The month ended with an advanced training class trip to South Carolina to watch Pearl Fryer dis-

play his talent creating topiary. 

The month of February continued to be busy with the 2011 Garden Tour meetings and the EMGV Training Class.  A 

request to all members asks them to think about what interesting plants they could bring to the Spring Symposium 

Plant Sale. 

We had a special guest at our March meeting, Mr. Bob Kellam, the President of the NCMGVA.  Bob did a presenta-

tion on the benefits of becoming a member in the state organization and updated everyone on the conference at Raleigh 

in May. Our Garden Helpline on Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 1-3PM is getting very busy and the greenhouse 

is becoming greener in a good way. Plans for the Spring Symposium were discussed and flyers were distributed. 

Finally, April arrived and it was totally awesome to see how plans come together when teamwork is utilized.  The 

Spring Symposium was a huge success, bringing in $5700..  As of April 14th the Wilson EMGV Program now has an ad-

ditional five new Master Gardeners!  And we are thrilled to say the 2011 Garden Tour is the buzz of Wilson!   

Layne Caudle and LeAnn 

Baker staffing the sale. 

Madison Cullifer picked out 

flowers to match her dress. 

Plants and shoppers. 
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