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NORTH CAROLINA EXTENSION MASTER GARDENER 
VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATION  

2017 Autumn Edition 

H e l p i n g N o r t h C a r o l i n a G r o w 

President’s Message 

Ah, the good ol’ summertime. Hope you are getting more rain than I have. It’s been hot 
and dry with the gardens suffering. But there is always hope for a better tomorrow. 

Much has been happening since we last chatted. Thanks to the extraordinary efforts of 
our members in Wake County, the ncsugarden.com website has finally been upgraded 
to minimum industry standards. Our personal information should now be safe. But there 
are still more unresolved concerns. There have been two sessions regarding the 
copyright form. A revised form is being drafted. Hopefully, it will be fair and equitable to 
EMGVs, agents and to CES. The goal is a form that not only protects the intellectual 
property of EMGVs, but also protects work created by EMGVs that agents feel is worthy 
of being available in the long term.  

The other area of concern is a discussion regarding logos. While your organization and 
your local group are proud to be called extension master gardeners, we want to maintain 
our individual identity. As of this writing, there is no defined policy.  As always, we’ll keep 
you posted. 

As far as the goals for your organization, there are the two mentioned above. Plus, the 
Memorandum of Agreement between NCEMGVA and CES is currently under review. 
Again, we’ll let you know about changes. 

Here is the big goal for the upcoming year – 2018 NCEMGVA Conference! There is a 
great planning committee hard at work. Led by Pitt County, which is the site of the 
conference, there is a great team of agents and EMGVs from “Down East” helping the 
NCEMGVA board. Save the date – June 7-9, 2018. The location will be the Greenville 

Convention Center complex. This is a beautiful facility, recently renovated. Included in 
this complex is our host hotel, The Holiday Inn. Meals will be catered by the Hilton, also 
in the complex.   Check out the website for a 
preview:  http://www.greenvilleconventioncenter.com/.  Everything will be in one location 
with acres of free parking. So far, the only definite speaker will be “Mossin’ Annie”, Annie 
Martin, noted author and moss expert, will be our Friday lunch speaker. As more details 
are finalized, they will be posted on the website. 

Again, I am so honored and humbled to have been elected your president. I continue to 
be amazed at the vast knowledge and experiences of our members. Whatever the topic 
or concern we encounter, someone comes forward who can assist. Every opinion is very 
valuable, every insight treasured. We are so grateful to all who share their thoughts; 
please keep them coming. With your help, we can take NCEMGVA higher and farther. 
Let’s go! 

Until we’re together again, stay safe and may your gardening bring you pleasure, 

 , 
Edna 

  

  
To post on the NCEMGVA website please complete the event form 

(http://form.jotform.us/form/51405421717145).  

 Summer is a bad time to 

expect people to work!  On 

newsletter items, that is. 

If your county missed the 

deadline for submission, 

feel free to send an 

update to our webmaster 

for inclusion on the 

NCEMGVA site or on the 

facebook page. 

There are many ways to 

get the word out these 

days! 

--Your forgiving Editor 
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SE District Report, Summer 2017 District Reporter:  Griffin David Lockett 

 
Counties included: Brunswick, Carteret, Craven, Johnston, Onslow, Wilson 
 
Brunswick County – Submitted by Mary T. Dixon 
 
Native Plant Seminar and Sale  

 
On Thursday, May 18, 2017 Dr. Larry Mellichamp, noted expert on native plants spoke at the Native Plant Seminar sponsored by the 
Brunswick County Master Gardener Volunteer Association. Dr. Mellichamp is a Professor of Botany and Horticulture at the University of 
North Carolina in Charlotte where he has taught for more than 38 years.  He is also President of the North Carolina Native Plant 
Society. 
 
This dynamic speaker put on quite a show sharing his knowledge of plants that are native to North Carolina.  He even brought some of 
his favorite natives with him to share with the audience.  He shared valuable knowledge about how to effectively utilize natives in the 
home landscape.  Native plants are important because they naturally attract native pollinators to the garden.   
 
 
Author of “Native Plants of the Southeast” Dr. Mellichamp graciously 
offered to sign copies of his book, which was also for sale at the Seminar 
for $40.00.  He also signed copies that had been purchased previously by 
attendees.  Tickets were required to attend the seminar.  Price was $10.00 
per attendee, with Master Gardeners attending at no charge.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

There is nothing I like better at the end of a hot summer's day than taking 

a short walk around the garden. You can smell the heat coming up from 

the earth to meet the cooler night air.      Peter Mayle 
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The Master Gardener Native Plant Sale 
 
The Native Plant Sale was held on Friday, May 19, from 9 a.m, - 3 p.m. 
and Saturday, May 20 from 9 a.m. -1 p.m.  On Thursday, May 18 
seminar attendees got a sneak peek at plant materials for sale in the 
Native Plant Sale.  
 
The sale featured a large selection of native perennials and shrubs 
beneficial to butterflies, pollinators, and birds. This sale offered one of 
the largest selections of popular native and pollinator plants in the area 
with Milkweeds, Blue Baptisia, Coral Honeysuckle, Coastal Joe Pye, 
Bee Balms, Fringe Tree, Cardinal Flower, various Coneflowers and 
Black-eyed Susans. 
 
The Native Plant events were planned and implemented by the 
Brunswick Master Gardener Volunteer Association Plant Sale 
Committee chaired by Vicki Fuhrmann.  These ladies and gentlemen 

worked long, hard hours for many months to make this annual event a great success.  All events were held at the Brunswick County 
Government Center, 25 Referendum Drive, Building N in Bolivia, NC. 
 
 

Carteret County - Submitted by Marie Roberts 
 
Carteret County’s Spring/Summer began looking dry but year to date we have received almost 24 inches of rain with June accumulating 
right at 4.  So far we have escaped drought conditions and have had an abundance of blooming flowers, trees, etc.  So far those of us 
with bees have not been so lucky with hives dying for no obvious reason but we will keep trying.  Gardeners in Carteret County have 
been harvesting:  tomatoes, cucumbers, squash, eggplant, zucchini and many other seasonal vegetables.  We are enjoying them and 
we have also shared with our neighbors and friends. 
 

Carteret County EMGVs Annual Garden Tour and Luncheon 
 
Our tour began at 9:30 a.m. at Sunshine Market for a presentation on insects from a commercial nursery perspective. The next stop 
was at Underground Farms Learning Center for an overview of their operation and alternative pest control for vegetables.  The 
luncheon kicked off at Stacey Luker’s home where we all arrived with covered dishes.  Stephanie Brown, a neighbor of Stacey’s hosted 
a seasonal honey tasting just for us.  Stephanie is a new EMGV Intern. 
 
When we arrived at Stacey’s, we were greeted by a tree lined driveway which provides shade for her hydrangeas, hostas, etc.  It was 
beautiful!  After catching our breath from the entrance, we walked around to the backyard and found it totally immaculate with an 
entertaining area where we dined.  If you had taken a magnifying glass, I don’t think you could have found a weed or a blade of grass 
anywhere it shouldn’t have been.  Stephanie’s yard next door, but with bees, was the same way.  After lunch, a certificate was 
presented to an EMGV who had reached the 1000 hour mark in her EMGV journey.  Certificates were also given to interns for passing 
the 2017 class.  We all left smiling but muttering to ourselves regarding the condition of our gardens back home. 
 

Core Sound Waterfowl Museum Work Days 
 
Our Core Sound Perennial Butterfly and adopted plant beds demonstrates ornamental perennials that are adapted to winds and salt 
that serve to attract butterflies.  We meet here monthly, sometimes more depending on what is going on.   We usually spruce up the 
garden for the busy growing season:  planting, weeding, mulching and general cleanup.  We also have a compost area to be 
maintained, and other adopted gardens on the property.  A bog garden was recently established with hundreds of plants donated.  They 
were planted by us and other interested volunteers across our area.   
 
Our other demonstration gardeners are also hard at work.  They meet early in the morning to accomplish their goals before it gets too 
hot.  I bet all of you can relate.  Carteret County is very fortunate to have so many gardeners working enthusiastically on our 
projects.  Thanks goes to all! 
 

 

No occupation is so delightful to me as the culture of the earth, and no culture comparable to 

that of the garden. Thomas Jefferson 
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Craven County – Submitted by Susan Broderick  
 
College Life Enrichment Class 
 
The CCEMGV went back to college…to teach that is.  We developed a course curriculum and secured 14 EMGV to teach each class 
section for a Craven Community College Life Enrichment Course titled “Tweaking Your Home Landscape”. The six-week class covered: 
Basic Design Principles  
Ornamental Plants – selection and care 
Turf and Soil Building – turf, composting, vermiculture 
Landscape Trees – selection and pruning 
Niche Gardens – container, herb, vegetable and Bees, Birds, and Butterfly gardens  
Disease and Pest Management – IPM, deer and other pests  
 

Topics were researched by each EMGV instructors to ensure they adhered 
to research-based information and best horticultural practices.  Except for 
a couple of demonstration sessions, all the teachers developed stunning 
PowerPoint presentations.  They also prepared and distributed handouts 
for each topic.  Dr. Tom Glasgow, Craven County Extension Director, 
stepped up to teach with us, lending his expertise and experience.  
 
Since the mission of the CCMGVA is to provide research-based 
information to the community about gardening, environmental stewardship, 
and best horticulture practices we opted to volunteer our teaching time. 
This meant the college could charge the minimum fee for its expenses.  
The 12-hour course was offered at only $30 per student, allowing an 
affordable horticultural education experience.  We promoted the class 
through emails, Facebook, newspaper articles, announcements to the 
local garden clubs and at our own monthly, public workshops. With the 
help of the latest “smart classroom” and some very talented master 
gardeners, the class went without a hitch.  With the numerous handouts, 
the students never went home empty-handed.  We even sent one lucky 
student home with a worm composter and several others with potted 
herbs. 

Ethel Hess teaching about ornamentals – Craven County 
 
 
At the end of the class, we distributed a course evaluation and received rave 
reviews.  We also got some feedback on ways we could tweak (pun intended) 
the course to make it even better.  After reviewing the evaluations and 
volunteer suggestions, we made a few changes to the curriculum adding a 
session on weeds and another on invasive plants. The updated classes will be 
offered again in the fall term. Many students asked for a “Tweaking Your Home 
Landscape - Part Two” which gave a chance to encourage those wanting more 
to take the next Master Gardener training class.  We can always use a few 
more EMGV! 
 
The class allowed the Master Gardener volunteers the opportunity to stretch 
their wings and gain confidence with a successful teaching experience.  The 
research and teaching time made excellent volunteer hours toward 
recertification requirements. Plus, we built a larger archive of ready-made 
presentations to use when we’re called upon to speak to local groups. The 
students gained volumes of new information and resources, learned about 
local Extension Master Gardener volunteer programs and had access to 
several knowledgeable Master Gardeners for individual questions after class. 
The college was thrilled with our program and participation in the Life 
Enrichment program.  A win-win-win all the way around! 
 
 
 
 

Betty Rovins teaching tree pruning – Craven County  
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Johnston County - Submitted by Silvia Caracciolo 
Plant Seeds of Good Health in People 
 
On April 4th, Dr. Melissa Roccos from Elite Chiropractic Clinic in Clayton, presented the benefits of gardening.  Those benefits include:  
exercise, burns calories, calms and relaxes, reduces the risks of strokes in reported AMA reports, and reduces the risk of Osteoporosis. 
It is also a way to maintain a healthy food chain, and flowers increase serotonin.  She recognized gardeners as the important tool in the 
garden.  Dr. Roccos suggested to switch tasks often, watch posture and use assistive tools, use your large strong muscle groups, sun 
protection and to hydrate.  She shared many tools that maintain posture and encourage using the right muscle groups.  Dr. Roccos 
gave us handouts on good posture and stretching exercises.  She suggested supplements for any of us that are on the mature side of 
life.  These supplements are supported by a book by Joel Fuhrman.  He has done a lot of nutritional studies.  She advised drinking an 
extra 8 ounces of water per each 15 minute you are outside. A wonderful presentation to remind us to keep in good health! 
www.elitecenters.com/ 

 
Bee Hotel 
 
In May, a very large Bee Hotel was donated to the Choice Plants Garden and Pollinator Garden in Johnston County. An EMGV’s family 
donated it in honor of one of their family members.  The multi-color painting on the hotel lures the pollinators to the area. The hotel is 
filled with multiple nest materials to meet the needs of different kinds of bees. 
 

Master Gardener College 
 
On June 8th – 11, 2017, 12 EMGV’s attended the NC Extension Master Gardener College at NC State University.  Several stayed at 
night to take advantage of the many sessions, keynote speakers, special events, and reception.  We look forward to the conference in 
Greenville next year. 
  

Noel Weston’s Daylily Farm  

On June 20th, EMGV took a tour at the Lakeview Daylily Farm.  The garden opened commercially in 1989.  A retired horticulturalist from 
Raleigh, Noel Weston, walked around his nursery and described different daylilies, weed control strategies, and many helpful hints on 
growing daylilies. His family farm produces about 1,000 varieties. www.weston-farms.com/daylilies/ 
 

New Hanover County Submitted by Debi Bradford 
 
Native Plant Festival at the Arboretum 
 
The 3rd Annual Native Plant Festival will be Saturday, September 16, 2017 at the New Hanover County Arboretum, 6206 Oleander 
Drive, Wilmington.  The purpose of the Festival is to promote native plants through educational environmental displays, provide a 
variety of native plants for sale through our vendors and provide music and food for a fun-filled family day at the 
Arboretum!  Additionally, the new Native Plant Garden at the Arboretum has been mapped with a directory to help visitors see exactly 
how the plants will appear in gardens.  Over 1,400 plants were sold in the 2nd Annual Native Plant Festival and we expect this Festival 
to be even bigger!  For more information contact Susan Brown, Extension Agent at the Arboretum 910-798-7660. 
 

Healthy Living…From the Ground Up! 
 
An upcoming food series hosted in the New Hanover County Cooperative Extension Office at the Arboretum, offered by Morgan 
McKnight, Extension Area Agent, Family & Consumer Sciences will contain mini-lectures educating consumers through interactive 
lessons and demonstrations.  The series will include lectures on: Home Food Preservation, Mediterranean Cooking Class; Preparation 
& Consumption, Ground to Garbage: Growing Your Own Food and Reducing Your Food Waste.  For registration information call the 
Arboretum main number at 910-798-7660and for scheduling and other information Contact Morgan McKnight at 910-798-7661 or go 
to https://newhanover.ces.ncsu.edu/healthy-living-from-the-ground-up/ 
 

We’re on Social Media! 
 
Find the New Hanover Arboretum on Facebook:https://https://www.facebook.com/NewHanoverCountyArboretum/ 
Our Twitter handle is https://twitter.com/nhcarb and find us on Instagram at https://www.instagram.com/nhcarboretum/ 

 
 

file:///C:/Users/Stanley/Documents/state%20newsletter/www.elitecenters.com/
file:///C:/Users/Stanley/Documents/state%20newsletter/www.weston-farms.com/daylilies/
tel:(910)%20798-7660
tel:(910)%20798-7660
tel:(910)%20798-7661
https://newhanover.ces.ncsu.edu/healthy-living-from-the-ground-up/
https://www.facebook.com/NewHanoverCountyArboretum/
https://twitter.com/nhcarb
https://www.instagram.com/nhcarboretum/


6 
 

 
Children’s Garden (NHC Arboretum) Photo courtesy of Debi Bradford 

 
 

 
Japanese Garden Entrance (NHC Arboretum) Photo courtesy of Debi Bradford 
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Onslow County – Submitted by Marge Waslicki 
 
Spring Social 
 
At our spring social, ten new graduates of the 2017 Master Gardener class received their certificates.  They are ready to jump into the 
plant clinic, Discovery Gardens, our Growing Minds Project and participate in many outreach activities.  Congratulations to the new 
interns!   
 

Discovery Gardens 
 
The Onslow County EMGV were blessed with Carolina blue skies and lots of sunshine for the Discovery Gardens ribbon cutting 
ceremony held on June 1st.  Peggie Garner, Onslow County Cooperative Extension Director thanked over one hundred guests present 
including representatives of Onslow County and Jacksonville City government, volunteers, and the business community.   Volunteers 
working in the gardens include high school students working on SAT hours, community college students, EMGV and folks interested in 
volunteering in their community.  A small contingent of Marines from Section 1 of Aircraft Rescue Firefighting Unit from New River Air 
Station helped set out 90 cubic yards of mulch before the ceremony.   
The gardens are open to visitors to enjoy the boardwalks and view the plantings of trees, shrubs, flowers, and raised bed vegetable 
gardens.  The Summer House is a focal point as a potential venue for weddings, family reunions and other gatherings.  Even a yoga 
group has been using the boardwalk for classes.  Still to come is a children’s garden, pollinator garden, nameplates for the many plants, 
and a pond as well as more trees and shrubs. 
Another example of community involvement in the gardens is the decision of the Jacksonville Board of Realtors to use a $1,500 
Placemaking grant from the National Association of Realtors for a gazebo to be built at the Discovery Gardens.  Lisa Rayburn, County 
Extension Agent, said the gazebo will likely be placed in the pollinator garden as a shady spot in the decidedly sunny garden.   
Here’s a link if you’d like to see a bit of the Discovery Gardens:  www.facebook.com/gardeninginonslowcounty/ 
 

Growing Minds Project 
 
Over 550 third graders from Onslow County and Camp Lejeune schools attended the Growing Minds Project this year.  This program 
teaches children about the environment, local food sources and products, soil and water, seeds, vermicomposting, and honeybees.  
This program has been very successful for several years and continues to be popular with teachers in our local school systems. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
The EMGV continue to participate in outreach activities in Onslow County.  Upcoming events include National Nite Out in August, 
Senior Expo in September, and Onslow County Fair in October.  A committee is already meeting to plan for the County Fair exhibit with 
hopes for another first-place ribbon. 
 
 

 
 
The 2017 class of Onslow County Master Gardeners. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/gardeninginonslowcounty/
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Chairman Jack Bright of the Onslow County Board of Commissioners cutting the ribbon at the opening of the Discovery Gardens. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
New Native Plant Garden (NHC Arboretum) Photo courtesy of Debi Bradford 
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Robeson County – Submitted by Gayle Bigelow 
 
 
Robeson County Master Gardener Volunteer Association has had a busy summer!  
 
 Working in cooperation with the Robeson County Farmer’s Market and Biggs Park Mall, volunteers hosted 140 kindergarten students 
from Tanglewood Elementary School in late May. Interactive learning stations included plant pollinators, seed planting and eating 
healthy foods. It was a wild and crazy, happy, learning event for the youngsters, who took home vegetable seeds they planted. 
  
The association also had an information booth at the annual Arts on Elm Street festival in May. Flyers on specific garden topics were 
available to the public as well as information on how to become a Master Gardener. Robeson County Master Gardener Volunteer 
Association President Carol Priore and member Heidi Priore brought examples of hanging baskets and potted plants grown in their 
greenhouse with information on growing and maintaining the plants.  
  
Robeson County Master Gardener Volunteer Association hosted foodscape practitioner and author Brie Arthur at a free community 
event held at Robeson County Cooperative Extension offices in May. Ms. Arthur reciprocated by opening her home foodscape garden 
to the association.  
  
At the annual June grand opening of the Robeson County Farmers Market, Robeson County Master Gardener Volunteer Association 
members taught children how to pot and care for container plants. This free event allowed children to plant their own plants to take 
home. A container planting created by Gretchen Bauman was raffled. Robeson County Master Gardener Volunteer Association also 
assisted Robeson County Cooperative Extension agents in preparing food for their tasty bites and healthy drinks booth at the event.   
  
As we moved from spring into summer Robeson County Master Gardener Volunteer Association RCMGA, in cooperation with the 
Robeson County Cooperative Extension Service, will have a booth with events at the annual Lumber River Day at Lumber River State 
Park and a pollinator program at the Robeson County Farmers Market. Plans for events and booth at the Robeson County Fair are 
being finalized with master gardeners accepting the challenge to grow giant pumpkins for display with seeds provided by the extension 
office.  
  
Robeson County Master Gardener Volunteer Association is also pleased to announce the award of a $500 scholarship to St Pauls High 
School student Brianna Brevara. Ms. Brevara will be attending NC State University this fall with plans to major in Agricultural Science.   
  
Robeson County Master Gardener Volunteer Association also welcomed three new members as interns; Gayle Bigelow of Lumberton, 
Francine McLaurin of Maxton, and Heidi Priore of Maxton.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The glory of gardening: hands in the dirt, head in the 
sun, heart with nature. To nurture a garden is to feed 

not just on the body, but the soul.    Alfred Austin 
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South Central District 
Barb Apelian, District Reporter  
 
 
 
Cabarrus County - Submitted by Mitchell Hagler 
 
Members of the Extension Master Gardener SM

 Volunteers of Cabarrus County were thrilled to learn that our own Scott Maxwell had 
received from the state the Outstanding Volunteer Award “in recognition for outstanding service to Cabarrus 
County Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association.” Scott is the immediate past president of the 
association and continues to serve in a leadership role. He will chair the 2018 Spring Herb and Plant Festival, 
our only fundraiser.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
For the past twelve years, the Herb and Plant Festival has been held each April at the Farmer’s Market on Winecoff Road, Concord. 
However, it was decided that we had outgrown the Farmer’s Market so a decision was made to move to the Cabarrus County Arena in 
2018. The new site will provide more security, bathroom facilities, employees to help with clean-up, plenty of parking spaces, and 
almost double the vendor capacity. An aggressive marketing campaign will help notify the public of the new site.  
Our Scholarship and Grants Committee approved a $1,000 gift to the Cabarrus County 4-H organization to help provide summer camp 
stipends for those who cannot afford the tuition. 
In order to help our Extension Agent, Lauren Duncan Hill, with requests from the public for speaking engagements, the association 
recently initiated a Speaker’s Bureau. Currently we have ten volunteers who are willing to speak on behalf of the association on topics 
such as poisonous plants, rainwater harvesting, succulents, composting, native plants, canker worms, etc.  
Mandy Smith-Thompson, an Environmental Educator for the City of Concord, presented our May program. Mandy’s focus is to help 
people understand their environment through information dissemination, classes, seminars, and conferences.  Environmental literacy 
motivates people to be good stewards of the natural resources.  
Our June speaker was Alex Beck, Cabarrus County Parks Programs Supervisor. He has been overseeing conservation and programs 
at Frank Liske Park. The park is now recognized as the top water fowl park in North Carolina. Last year 150 Monarch butterflies were 
raised and released there. Alex has also conducted a species survey to identify species that are in decline (Tree Swallows and Wood 
Ducks) and will create a restoration plan.  
In June we visited one of our members’ daylily garden, the McGill Rose Garden, and the Kings Greenhouse. We were also represented 
at the Pollinator Paradise Garden in Chatham County.  
We are looking forward to being represented again at the Cabarrus County Fair in September and hosting all county 6th graders for 
Agri-Business Days. This event brings thousands of students to the arena where we help them plant a pansy to take home and talk with 
them about gardening.  

 
 
 
Cumerland County - Submitted by Gennette Womack 
 
 
 
2017 Annual Spring Sale  
 

Once again the CCEMGVA were able to pull off our annual spring plant 
sale.  It was held on Saturday April 22, 2017, in front of the extension office 
and boy did we have fun! The Master Gardeners worked hard the Friday 
before the event to set it up. Everything looked well the day of the event and 
seemed to be a very successful collaboration of effort.  Many attended from all 
walks of life.  They asked questions in the very nice spring weather, and took 
home a bounty of wonderfully beautiful plants.  All of which we were happy to 
help load up and carry to their awaiting vehicles. 
Master Gardeners from other counties were there to support us and we thank 
them.  It reminded me of my visit to the recent Fayetteville Camellia Club 
event where I purchased my first camellia.  I was met by welcoming members 
and attendants, and I am sure that others left feeling they had an experience 

Scott Maxwell- 
Outstanding Volunteer 
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of quite the same after leaving our event on Saturday.  Everyone is welcome to attend both our spring and fall plant sales! 
The CCEMGVA is gearing up for a trip to the JC Raulston Arboretum later this week and we are all looking forward to that event.  We 
recently held a Symposium at the extension office where we hosted several well-known speakers in the plant industry. Among the list 
was the esteemed Bryce Lane who has often televised from the beautiful Arboretum in his past broadcasts.  For me it will be a long 
awaited excursion. One I am sure that we all will enjoy.  
 
 

Gaston County - Submitted by Barbara Linster 
 
 
For the MGGGC, May is plant sale month. Proceeds from the sale fund our programs for the 
following year so that members can meet their EMGV required education hours without 
incurring personal expense.  EMGVs Carol & Steve Brittain did a wonderful job organizing 
the event.  Set up day was organized, but crazy, as always and resulted in success. EMGV 
David Thornburg, our farmer extraordinaire, contributed 400 tomato plants that he started 
from seed. Our greenhouse has arrived, permits have been received and we are in the 
county construction queue. Our program presenter for the month was Kevin Parrish on 
‘Magnolias.’ Many EMGVs took the opportunity to visit EMGV David Thornburg’s farm to 
learn about his family’s history farming the property for many generations. Several of us went 
home with a bag of his abundant mustard green crop.  
 
In June, Scott McMahan, Manager of International Exploration at Atlanta Botanical Garden, shared his experiences and discoveries via 
photo presentation of his plant explorations in China and Vietnam. EMGV Dana Harper provided another local education opportunity 
this month. All were invited to tour her lovely cottage garden and to learn about her chickens and bees. It is truly wonderful when we 
can learn from one another.  
By July, our heat temps had kicked up big time! Our program was open to the public and well attended. Julie Hill presented ‘Growing 
Flowers for Cutting.’ Julie shared her experience and timeline converting suburban grass and ‘ball shrubbery’ landscape into one of cut 
flowers which she sells through a regional growers’ association. Our local trip/educational opportunity was provided by EMGV Sarah 
Froneberger. Sarah opened her woodland garden for touring and all participated in a workshop on hydrangea propagation.  
 
During these months, many outreach events and opportunities occurred. Bug Day at The Schiele 

Museum of Natural History, National Trails Day celebrated 
on the Catawba River, and the monthly garden/craft 
activities at Creative Opportunities. May: container 

gardening; June: sunflower craft; and July: succulent 
terrariums. Additionally, EMGVs continued to support the 
County Hot Line, our Learning Garden, local Yard-of-Week 
and Month programs, planting and maintaining the Heritage 
Garden, and, of course, our local Farmer’s Markets.  
Connect with us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/MasterGardenersOfGastonCounty. 

 
 
 
 

Iredell County - Submitted by Barbara Boyle 
 
 
 
Garden Fair 2017.  Our 5th Annual Garden Fair was well attended despite being an 

unusually hot, humid April day.  Attendees enjoyed our huge raffle table, plant sale, speakers, 
vendors, children’s activities, birdhouse competition, and yummy lunch.  The fair is our biggest 
fund raising event of the year and provides funds for all of our activities.  The new interns and 
the EMGVs contributed plants, raffle items, donations, skill, creativity, and most of all, their 
time and talents, and made the fair a big success.  

 

Bug Day 

National Trails Day 

         Plant Sale 

Garden Fair 
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Monthly Programs.   
 

John Holmes from Central Piedmont Community College came to speak at our May 
meeting.  He gave us an in-depth lesson on garden pests, concentrating on scale, a 
nasty problem in the garden.  We learned to identify the various types of scale and 
the proper way to manage them.  In June Phyllis Erikson of Ironwood Estates 
Orchids brightened our meeting room with a collection of her beautiful orchids.  She 
talked about the different types of orchids and their care.  Proper lighting, regular 
feeding and correct repotting are important to keep orchids healthy and blooming.  
EMGV Margaret Willett was the winner of our door prize, one of Phyllis’ orchids.  In 
July we had a red, white and blue cookout featuring hot dogs and bratwurst 
accompanied by our members’ favorite salads, beans, fruit, and pickles.  Desserts 

consisted of cheesecake, pies, cakes and a special treat, homemade peach ice cream.  
 
Fixer Upper. After 12 years, our demo garden underwent a much needed facelift thanks to 

the hard work of two Scouts from Rocky Mt. Methodist Church in Mooresville.  For his Eagle 
Scout project, Adam Clancy undertook the job of relocating our big welcome kiosk and adding 
pavers around it.  Now the public can easily view the information and diagrams we post on 
both sides of it.  Scout Joseph Freitas completed his Life Project by cleaning and staining our 
many raised beds in the garden.  EMGVs also reworked the Perennial of the Year and Herb 
Garden plots, planted a new asparagus bed, removed some dying trees, and added plant ID 
signage.  Our faded gazebo was treated to a good washing and staining.  Thanks to the 
Scouts, interns, EMGVs and the early rains we had, the Demo Garden looks better than ever.  
 
EMGVs on the Road.  Two of our members, Alice Beasley and Brenda Bernhardt, 

attended the International Master Gardener Conference in Portland, Oregon, along with 15 
other North Carolina EMGVs. Alice and Brenda came back energized and excited and we 

look forward to hearing about all of the interesting seminars and tours they attended.  
 
 
Rowan County – Submitted by Sue Davis 
 

Rowan County Master Gardeners are eager to work in April on the 10 specialty gardens. 
Work days are a great time to get together to enjoy the dirt between our fingers and to 

laugh a lot. A frantic cry of a garden curator, “WHO PLANTED THIS HERE?” or “IS THIS 
A WEED” or “FIRE ANTS” is part of a normal work day. By the end of June, we have 
counted our blessings many times over by the array of color that greets visitors as they 
come to the Extension Office and other county offices that share our building. Our just 
reward is for an employee or guest to come by as we work and say how beautiful things 
are and “thanks”. As the gardening season really got under way, Jim Sticker provided an 
educational program on taking care of your tools.  

We hosted our first DIY series event of the year April. This Do It Yourself Series of 5 

events is open to the community. Our first topic was Soil Testing, the importance, how-to 
and how to get it right. It was very well attended. This was followed by a fast paced class 
on planting and maintaining a small orchard. Our class of 2016 was charged with 
planning, planting and supporting a small orchard, our newest “pocket demonstration 
garden”. Even with a number of starts, stops and do overs, the orchard was ready for this DIY event which included a how-to on 
planting. We were unsure of how much interest in the community this would generate. To our surprise, it was very well received.  

 
Our May Plant Sale which raises money for the programs, education events and gardens brings everyone together to make it a 

success. Lead by an experienced team including Lana Miller, Katherine Jones, Jean 
Lamb and Dawn Holshouser, the event had a huge variety of trees, shrubs, ground 
covers and perennials mostly taken from our pocket gardens and from our 
propagations sessions.  
Shortly after the plant sale, our retired director, Darrell Blackwelder, helped the Master 
Gardeners replace the plastic covers and shade cloth on our greenhouse, which he 
was instrumental in getting built for us many years ago. We are all aware of the 
maintenance needs for the greenhouse but no one member has the knowledge and 
skills to undertake it on our own. Timing of this effort was critical since really hot 
weather and unpredictable rains were coming as was the large inventory of new 
plants coming into the greenhouse after two propagation classes. This workday was 
supported by spouses, and members under Darrell’s direction.  

 

  ORCHIDS! 

Jim Sticker talks tool care 

Greenhouse gets covered 

Spruced Up Garden Entrance 
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Our first propagation session was held in late June. For a small fee community members join the 

Master Gardeners to propagate shrubs and trees for their own use or for next year’s plant sale. All of 
the newly prepared plants are moved into the greenhouse. There is a certain excitement which comes 
as the weeks of development move slowly. Either new greenery or brown appears. This process keeps 
the greenhouse team, Carole Massey, Carolyn Alexander, Katherine Jones, Jean Lamb and Sue Davis 
on their toes to either fix or report problems to our support team: Randy Cox and Jim Stricker. With a 
well providing the water and a mister system which is sensitive to grit the challenge never ends.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Union County – Submitted by Barb Apelian 
 
Teaching Garden gets classy…Anyone who has been “in charge” of a garden knows how much 

work goes into it.  Not only the constant weeding, but also the care and selection of plant material, 
following the goals set for the garden, rounding up volunteers, constant labeling and keeping track of 
what is where.  Many dedicated UCEMGV’s have taken part in the design, creation and upkeep of our 
fabulous gardens…too many to name here.  They have created an atmosphere where the general 
public can take a leisurely stroll, sit and have lunch, learn about the various plants, native and non-
native that are common in our area. Several projects, in the works since early spring or longer, were 
completed this summer. We are now occupying the storage shed built last year and even organizing 
the contents!   A large cistern was installed to catch the rain water run-off and is being used to water 
our vegetable garden.  Most of that crop is donated to local charities or shelters.  We also installed a 
classy looking fence along the perimeter to keep event parking out of our garden area.  Copper tops 
and chains link the fence posts without limiting the view. A local Scouts Troop built us grand new 
compost bins. 
The NC Native Plant Society certified our Heritage Trail as a Native Plant Habitat thanks to the tireless 
efforts of Carol Larrimore.  We refurbished an old gated trellis and installed it in the children’s 
garden…a colorful addition to the whimsy of that section. This summer’s 4H day campers will surely 
have some fun out there.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
MG’s held a Yard Sale at a recent “Ask a Master Gardener” day.  Better than expected 
attendance by the public made it a profitable day.  Proceeds will help defray the cost of 
garden supplies. 

 

NC EMG College – Gardening Ed on Steroids – Two MG’s, VP Sonia McElveen 

and Betsy Muse were lucky enough to attend the first NC EMG College in June held at NC 
State’s campus in Raleigh.  Our own Agent, Debbie Dillion, was on the Advisory Team and also attended.  The theme, “Improving your 
GPA (Good Planting Advice)”, included 32 concurrent session over the course of the event.  Our participants were blown away by the 
program content and enjoyed the after class events as well, particularly the dessert reception and tour of the JC Raulston Arboretum. “it 
was a little like summer camp, without swim class and camp fires” said Betsy.  It was also a great way to meet MG’s from other areas of 
NC and hear what was going on in their counties. 

 

 
  

Cashiers/Staff pooped after Yard Sale 
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Northeast District - Anne Pierce, District Reporter 
 
 
Dare County – submitted by Chris Stadther  

 
15th annual Coastal Gardening Festival 
 

Dare Master Gardeners held their 15th annual Coastal Gardening Festival on May 20 at the Thomas A. Baum Senior Center in Kill 
Devil Hills. The weather was perfect, the plants donated by Master Gardeners were perfect, the baked goods were perfect, the 
attendance was perfect. The festival was attended by over 3,000 people. The most frequent comment we heard was “This is so much 
fun. We are having a wonderful time.” The theme this year was “Plant & they will come”, which focused on pollinators and the plants 
that will attract them. The children were having fun running around to the different tables on the scavenger hunt learning about 
pollinators. Even the Master Gardeners who volunteered their time said they had fun.  

 
Summer school in the Arboretum  
Speakers Bureau and Greenline (Ask a Master Gardener) teamed up this summer to present “Gardening Summer school in the 
Arboretum, which is an hour presentation on gardening subjects such as vegetable gardening, tool sharpening and other timely 
subjects. Over 25 people have attended these sessions and the one comment that is repeated in the evaluations is that they love being 
outdoors for these presentations. 
 

Nash County submitted by Anne Pierce 
 

Nash County EMGVAs are thrilled to introduce the 2017 
class of interns. We welcome these new MGs and look 
forward to their ideas and input to our great Extension Master 
Gardener group.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top row (L to R) Matt Stevens Nash County Extension agent,  Interns:Greg Ferguson, Barry Jerdan, Kathy Hutcheson, Gail Attanas, Sarah Thurman  
Front row (L to R) Sharon Thorpe, Mark Frohman, Dee Dee Hicks, Hattie Cooper, Jeannie Gibbs, Rusty Wright, Christa Lord 
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Work is ongoing in the Nash County Arboretum as we continue to improve and grow. Our focus is turned to the development of a 
Heritage Garden that will celebrate the homestead lifestyle of days gone by and will include a log cabin, bee hive, fruit and food 
production. The arboretum also features a pollinator garden, tranquility garden, rose garden, 4H garden, holly garden, a rain garden 
and a Master Gardener garden. It is always open for strolling, picnics, pictures and education. We hope you will stop by whenever you 
are near Nashville, NC. 
 
 

Pitt County submitted by Mary Jo Larkin  
 
Four EMGVs and an Agent On June 19th our arboretum was invaded by 15 energetic teenagers from Camp Connect. Our gardens 

loved all those new faces. Eric Derstine and Julia Keville, Diane Strathy, Kathy Previll and Dell Enecks gave them plenty to do from 9 
until 3. They planted nandinas and vincas all around our newly repaired sign, worked in the vegetable and fruits gardens and even 
worked in the rose garden. Eric had planned indoor (to be cool) activities too. All in all, a great day in the arboretum! 

 
 
 

Plant Sale Update On a sunny day in May, Pitt County Master Gardeners opened 

our arboretum backyard to the community as an open market. With great 
enthusiasm and wagons galore we sold and showcased plants of all kinds, with 
growing information and gardening tips. Sun perennials probably sold best. We had 
areas with shade plants, native plants, vegetables, herbs and more, all marked with 
photo signs that helped people select the proper plant for their garden. EMGVs were 
in each area to make the choice easier. Friends of the arboretum were allowed early 
admission and others came an hour later. After a spring of potting up plants, it was a 
pleasure to see others enjoy them and support our work.  

Herb Garden Goes Spiral Winter plans erupted this spring in a new look for our 

arboretum’s herb garden. We decided to give our center circle a different focal point. 
We researched stone spirals and worried over hauling stone, digging up our 
Mediterranean plants and getting rid of the ancient bottle tree. Our new agent, Eric 
Derstine helped us with his easy encouragement and willingness to haul stone! 
EVMG Dorita Boyd donated herbs and tiller hours and soil advice while the rest of 
us pondered and then got to work. Mary Endres had started the dream, Knox 
Chadwick figured how to do it and Mary Jo Larkin worked along beside them. It’s 
done and beautiful and full of plants and compliments! 
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Pasquotank County submitted by Bette Lou Campbell  
Downtown Waterfront Market: May began with our participation in the opening day of the market. Held each summer and running 

through October, the Pasquotank EMGV’s will participate twice monthly providing timely tips and information to the public as well as 
answering gardening related questions. 

 
 
Annual Plant Sale: Many hands went into the planning, pruning, clean up and transportation of the plants to prepare for the sale. All of 

this was completed with the guidance and direction of Janice Jones. Monies from this plant sale go to our Scholarship fund.  

Scholarships: Recipients, Seth Overman and Carmon Braxton, both graduates of 

Northeastern High School. Seth will attend NC State University, majoring in 
Landscaping; and Carmon is heading to Mount Olive University majoring in Horticulture.  

  
Each was awarded $1,000 scholarships. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Interns: Andy Stoll, Terre Paris, Ruth Balf, Bonnie O’Neal, Sara Neal, and Carlton Lamb.  

After a tour of Susan Hankinson’s koi pond and Clay Foreman’s Camellia Gardens, 
 a reception was held at the home of Larry and Janice Jones.  
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Traffic Island:  In June, the ‘Island’ received a major overhaul.  Some of the shrubberies were removed with a new plan to feature 

more flowers.  This endeavor was headed up by Barbara Busch along with assistance from EMGV’s. 

Design Committee:  Working along with Horticulture Agent, John Parsons, this committee has created a new design for the grounds 

surrounding the Pasquotank County Extension Center.  It will not be an overnight change, but will be divided into phases. 

Guest Speaker:  Ken Ferguson gave a presentation explaining both the technical and artsy side of Garden Photography.  Ken has 

been interested in photography since he and his brother were young.  His career path eventually took him into the television industry 
 
 
Wake County submitted by Catherine Burton 
 
Vermicomposting Workshop 

 
On July 15, 35 people attended a vermicomposting workshop that was held at NC State's Compost Learning Lab. They learned how to 
recycle kitchen food scraps into nutrient-packed worm compost that can enrich soil and increase plant growth and suppress pests and 
diseases. This easy, inexpensive, odorless activity was explained by Rhonda Sherman, NC State University Extension Specialist. Wake 
County Extension Master Gardener Volunteers who are members of the Composting Committee assisted with the program. A similar 
workshop will be held at the compost site on August 26 from 10:00 - noon. If you're interested in attending, contact Rhonda Sherman 
at sherman@ncsu.edu. 

 
 

  
 
JC Raulston Arboretum Lecture Series 
 
Wake County EMGV’s continue to provide lively and informative lectures on gardening and horticultural topics at the JC Raulston 
Arboretum every 4th Monday at 10 a.m.   The one hour lecture and question/answer period are $5 for nonmembers, and free to 
Arboretum members.  Still to come are:  August:  Rieppe Hendrick on ‘Gardenability for All’, September:  Cindy Chappell on ‘Winter 
Blooming Plants’, and October:  Sally Newman on ‘Made - Beautifully in the Shade’.  

 
 
  

mailto:sherman@ncsu.edu
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NorthCentral District – Christina Larson, District Reporter  
 
 

Davidson County - submitted by Sue Smith 
 

 
 
 

The Public Education council has been busy this summer at the two county Farmers’ 
Markets as they set up booths promoting various gardening topics.  They have held 
“Lunch and Learn” sessions for the public on flower arranging and butterflies.  They are 
now busy planning for a booth at the county fair and for the Barbeque Festival on Main 
Street, Lexington.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Davidson County EMGVs set up a booth on “Tomato Madness” Sunday at the Lexington Farmer’s Market. 
 

 
 

The Public Service council completed a Memory Garden at a senior care facility.  
Plants that would help evoke pleasant memories for patients were established. They 
have started a project revitalizing the area around the Thomasville library which will be 
completed in the fall as the weather becomes more agreeable for planting. 
The Demonstration Council worked faithfully this summer in the Demonstration 
Gardens surrounding the extension offices. Plantings were thinned, removed, 
replanted and trimmed.  Summer annuals and new perennials were added. Most 
plants are labeled. Now everyone is waiting and watching as the monarchs begin to 
arrive at the Monarch Waystation. The gardens can be visited by the public at all 
times.   
 
 
 
 

Master Gardener volunteers get instruction on growing Hydrangeas at the lakeside home of Kathy and Paul Sill. 

 
 
 

The Scholarship Committee awarded scholarships to three worthy students with interests in the agricultural/horticultural areas of 

study.  These students will receive the monies as they head to their chosen colleges. 
 Continuing Education council has promoted visitation to the gardens of member volunteers during the spring and summer.  Seven 

yards were visited including two on our very successful annual garden tour. The gardens were wonderful, full of ideas for visitors to 
adapt to their own gardens plus instruction by our very busy horticulture agent Kira Chaloupka. She has held numerous gardening 
sessions for volunteers and the public during the summer months.  In June members were also invited to make draped hypertufa at the 
home of a council member plus got a look at some of her garden.  Members also had the opportunity for a guided tour of the Daniel 
Stowe gardens in Belmont in June.  In the fall we will be learning about the wildflower plantings along the state highways and how to 
winterize our garden perennials. 
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Fundraising council sponsored their very successful annual 

garden tour in early June.  Selection of gardens for the June 
2018 tour has been established.  An annual plant sale will be 
taking place on October 7 at the Lexington Farmers’ Market. 
The plants will come from the gardens of Master Gardener 
volunteers and will include native plants, rare plants and 
pass-a-long plants.  The sale will be inside the farmers’ 
market building on Railroad Street.  The market will be open 
for shopping as well. Remember :  Fall is a good time for 
planting perennials in NC! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Davidson County EMGV Julie Dayvault receives “Volunteer of the Year” award from Kat Causey 

 
 
Forsyth County - submitted by Teresa Lowry 

 
Tanglewood Arboretum  

Forsyth County Master Gardeners, Extension Consumer Horticulture Agent, Leslie Peck, and 
Extension Horticulture Technician, Tyler O’Mara recently designed a new Rain Garden for the 
Arboretum.  A drainage problem had existed for some time between the historical 
Greenhouse and the Conifer Garden, creating a problem with waste water run-off.  A new and 
larger Rain Garden with a French drain and plants suitable for moist conditions has created a 
beautiful garden planted with Red Crape Myrtle, purple coneflower, yellow coreopsis, and 
various species of grasses.  The existing Rain Garden was converted to a Lantana Garden.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fall Plant Sale 

Mark your calendar for the annual Fall Plant Sale held each year at the Forsyth County 
Cooperative Extension office at 1450 Fairchild Drive in Winston-Salem. This year’s sale is 
scheduled for 9-2 on Friday, September 15 and 9-12, Saturday, September 16th.  The sale is 
held indoors so come on out, rain or shine, and join in the fun. This year’s sale focuses on 
Native Plants and the plants are outstanding this year due to the new nursery that was 
recently built.  Cash or checks only; no credit cards are accepted. Come early for the best 
selection; last year’s inventory moved quickly on the first day. 

 
 
 
 
 
Forks on Friday Lecture Series 
Our Fall Lecture Series begins September 8th and runs through October 13th.  Classes are held between 12:00 Noon and 1:00 pm each 
Friday (exception September 15th for the Fall Plant Sale) at the NC Cooperative Extension, 1450 Fairchild Drive, Winston-Salem. 
Please register by email at coop-ext-registration@forsyth.cc or call 336.703.2850. Lectures being presented: 
September 8 Select Native Plants to Enhance Your Garden 
September 22 Way Down Yonder in the Pawpaw Patch 
September 29 Grass: Lawns and Beyond 
October 6 Landscaping for Four Seasons 
October 13 Putting the Garden to Bed 
 
Dixie Classic Fair 
Forsyth County’s Dixie Classic Fair will operate September 29th through October 8th. If you plan to attend this fun event be sure to stop-
by and say hello to the Master Gardeners who will be manning a booth located in the Education Building.  

 
 

Tanglewood Arboretum Rain 

Garden 

2016 Forsyth County Fall Plant 

Sale 
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Guilford County - Allison Heisel, Reporter 
 
All the veterans warned me, but as a new intern who had never stepped foot inside a Cooperative Extension before last fall, there was 
simply no way to prepare. 
 
The annual Passalong Plant Sale officially opened at 9am, but when I arrived at 8:30 for the volunteer check-in, still rubbing sleep from 

my eyes, there was already a hefty line weaving its way through the barn. I blinked 
my eyes vigorously, unsure if the hazy images were bleared from the mist fogging up 
my glasses or residual visages from a sleep left too soon. But, lo and behold, all the 
people were real and the stories true— the plant sale is THAT big of a deal. 
 
 

Once I walked through the barn gates I finally understood what all the hubbub was 
about. Every nook and cranny was filled with plants of all colors, shapes, and 
sizes.  Whenever I thought we were running low, a Master Gardener would swoop in 
out of nowhere to restock from a seemingly endless supply of backup plants. It was 
truly a sight to behold. 
 
 
 
As a designated wagon-puller for the day, I 

appreciated the uncharacteristically cool and cloudy weather. Hiding from the light rain while 
waiting in line with customers also gave me a unique opportunity to chat with them about their 
garden visions and dreams. I was shocked by how many people had taken the day off work, and 
had done so for many years, marking that second Friday in May a holiday in celebration of all 
things horticultural. Some came with a precise plan and a detailed shopping list, others came to 
be inspired, and almost everyone left with more than they had bargained for. 
 
Loading the plants for travel to their new home was a creative exercise comparable to Tetris, 
complicated by the odd shapes and precious cargo— but, with a bit of elbow grease, we always 
made do. The gardener’s beaming smiles as they looked upon their cars, trucks, and trailers, all 
cleverly and carefully filled to the brim with goodies, never failed to brighten the gloomy weather. 
Friendly waves and hollers of “See you next year!” as the plants departed for their next great 
adventure made all the hard work leading up to and during the plant sale worthwhile. Allison Heisel 
acting the part for the kids! 
 

In the months since the Plant Sale, we have certainly been keeping busy— or buzzy, as the case may be. Guilford County EMGVs 
have been partnering with local libraries to teach children about pollinators and preparing for our Bee Day celebration. We are also still 
selling tickets for our 16th Annual Gardening Gala and Seminar, but they are going quick! This year’s theme is “Pollination Celebration”-
- tickets are $45 and the registration form can be found here. For more information, contact Kay Stroud at gcmggala2017@gmail.com. 
We in Guilford County sure do hope to see you at both upcoming events! 
 

 
Vance/Warren County submitted by Eileen Novak 
 
Lots going on in our corner of NC.  The Gardeners of Kerr Lake took a field trip in May to Hundley’s greenhouse in Warren County to 
see how flowers are grown for inclusion in the bouquets provided by local florists.  Oh, the smell of the greenhouse full of blooming 
stock was indescribable.  Mr. Hundley himself gave each MG a bouquet of snapdragons as a memento of the visit.   
 
In June, we had a talk given to us by Kevin Clemmer of NCDOT all about the work that goes into the highway beautification.  It surely 
makes me appreciate those fields of cosmos and poppies even more!  
In July, one of our EMGVs gave a demonstration of making succulent wreaths. It looked easy, and will be a lovely focal point when it 
fills in. 
 
 
 

 

To see a world in a grain of sand and heaven in a wild flower  

Hold infinity in the palm of your hand and eternity in an hour. 

   William Blake 

 

https://guilford.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Public-reg-brochure2017.pdf?fwd=no
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July was the time our 4-H camp took place as we taught 13 youngsters from the two counties about soil, plants and food.   

Their favorite part was going out with our Extension 
Agent Paul McKenzie to dig up a soil core.  Good 
going, Paul, glad you could entertain them while 
teaching! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Summer ’17 4-H group shows off the flowers they made.  Photo Courtesy of E. M. Novak 

 
Our EMGVs also sit at the farmers markets in both Vance and Warren counties to answer questions and to stimulate interest in our 
Master Gardener classes.  And that last certainly worked.  Our newest class of 2017 began in July and we have 14 participants!  They 
will finish up in in October and provide much needed willing hands for all of our ongoing projects! 

 
 
EMGV Linda Dean giving information to interested visitors at the Warren County Farmer’s Market.  Photo Courtesy of B. J. Wright. 
 

 

 
Vance/Warren Extension Agent Paul McKenzie preparing to do a soil core to show our newest trainees.  Photo Courtesy of B. J. Wright. 
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North Central District Events Calendar: 
 
August 19 “Bee” Friendly to Bees Day Saturday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm. Guilford County Ag Center, 3309 Burlington Road in Greensboro 
 
Forks on Friday 
Forsyth County’s Fall Lecture Series begins September 8th and runs through October 13th.  Classes are held between 12:00 Noon and 
1:00 pm each Friday (exception September 15th for the Fall Plant Sale) at the NC Cooperative Extension, 1450 Fairchild Drive, 
Winston-Salem. Please register by email at coop-ext-registration@forsyth.cc or call 336.703.2850. Lectures being presented: 
September 8 Select Native Plants to Enhance Your Garden 
September 22 Way Down Yonder in the Pawpaw Patch 
September 29 Grass: Lawns and Beyond 
October 6 Landscaping for Four Seasons 
October 13 Putting the Garden to Bed 
 
Mark your calendar for the annual Fall Plant Sale held each year at the Forsyth County Cooperative Extension office at 1450 Fairchild 
Drive in Winston-Salem. This year’s sale is scheduled for 9-2 on Friday, September 15 and 9-12, Saturday, September 16th.  The sale 
is held indoors so come on out, rain or shine, and join in the fun. This year’s sale focuses on Native Plants and the plants are 
outstanding this year due to the new nursery that was recently built.  Cash or checks only; no credit cards are accepted. Come early for 
the best selection; last year’s inventory moved quickly on the first day. 
 
September 21 16th Annual Gardening Gala and Seminar Thursday 8:30am - 4:00pm Oak Branch Event Center 23 Oak Branch Drive, 
Greensboro, NC 27407 Filling up fast, register now! 
 
September 30 ASK a Master Gardener Booth Saturday 9:00am Local Foods Week Block Party 
 
Forsyth County’s Dixie Classic Fair will operate September 29th through October 8th. If you plan to attend this fun event be sure to stop-
by and say hello to the Master Gardeners who will be manning a booth located in the Education Building 
 
October 7, 2017 Fall Plant Sale Saturday 8:00 am – Noon. Lexington Farmers’ Market at the Depot 
129 South Railroad St., Lexington, NC. Native plants, pass-along plants, Rare & Unusual plants from the gardens of MG volunteers. 
Inside, Rain or Shine. 
 
October 21, 2017 9:00 – 1200   Warren County Mini-Symposium “Ready, Set, Grow – Coping with Clay” 
Held at the Warren County Armory Civic Center, 501 US Hwy 158-Bus, East, Warrenton Email KerrLakEMG@gmail.com for more info. 
 

 

I believe I’ve neglected my garden for a while…  --Eileen Novak, as she looked at the 

cobwebs inside her gardening boots 

  

mailto:KerrLakEMG@gmail.com
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West District report, Elizabeth Lockwood, District Editor 
 
 
 
 

Foothills Submitted by Jackie Weedon 
 

The Foothills Association of Master Gardeners met for its quarterly 
educational sessions in May and August.  In May, Chris Smith of Sow True Seed gave an informative and entertaining 
presentation on the wonders of okra.  In August, Carolina Native Nursery’s Bill Jones talked on “Why Native Plants Are an 
Essential Part of Your Garden,” which led to a lively question-and-answer session. 
 
FAMG members and their guests met for their spring potluck in May at member Ann Mazzullo’s amazing straw-bale 
home. 
 
In June, FAMG members enjoyed a field trip the GaGa Gardens & Daylily Farm in Columbus.  Owner Nancy Wolff has 
been hard at work propagating new daylily varieties.  The display was outstanding. 
 
 
 

 
 

Editor’s Note: 
 
This June, I was privileged to attend the Gardeners College at NC State.  It was a total experience, living in the dorm, 
walking across campus, listening to excellent lectures and speakers...not to mention the truly delicious food at the dining 
hall!!  I would hope that every one of our EMGVs has an opportunity to attend some kind of exciting learning situation 
during the year.  That, I believe, is what makes us better gardeners - the willingness to learn more about our craft.   
 
In July, I again had a privilege – that of sharing gardening knowledge with grade school aged people at our county 4-H 
camp.  Seeing the delight and wonder as children held basil seeds in their hands and saw them change before their eyes 
when a drop of water was added was a joy in itself.  For all this, I have the Extension Master Gardener program to thank, 
and I often wonder if I am doing enough to pay them back for these gifts I have received.   
 
Even as I put this issue “to bed”, I am looking forward to reading more of what gardeners are doing across the state in the 
next quarter,  
 
--Eileen Novak, Newsletter Editor 


