
Cumberland County Master Gardener Spring Symposium 2017 

Saturday, March 25th, 2017 

 

The Cumberland County Extension Master Gardener Volunteer 

Association proudly presents their annual Spring Symposium at 

the Cumberland County Agriculture Extension Center. 

 The symposium will be held in the Extension's auditorium and adjacent rooms of the extension 

office, 301 East Mountain Drive, Fayetteville NC 

Our distinguished speakers will be:   

Mike McGrath- Host of “You Bet Your Garden” is a weekly, nationally syndicated Public Radio show airing out of WHYY-FM in Philadelphia that 
offers fiercely organic advice to gardeners far and wide. He offers tips on fending off garden and household pests without the use of toxic 
chemicals, caring for lawns and landscapes without losing your mind, and growing without groaning in tough conditions like extreme heat, 
unending rain and lousy soil. 

McGrath was Editor-in-Chief of Organic Gardening magazine from 1991 through 1997 and is the author of many books, including The Kitchen 
Garden Box (Quirk Publishing; 2009); Mike McGrath’s Book of Compost (Sterling Publishers; 2006); Kitchen Garden A to Z (Abrams; 2004) and You 
Bet Your Tomatoes (Rodale; 2002, and reissued in a brand new edition by Plain White Press in 2009). 

Mike is also the Garden Editor for WTOP News Radio in Washington, D.C.; a post he has held for more than a decade. He has served as columnist 
and Contributing Editor for Greenprints Magazine (“The Weeder’s Digest”) since 1997, and was the garden expert for the Saturday morning edition 
of The Today Show on NBC, appearing monthly from 1993 through 1997. 

Mike will be giving two lectures: “What You Know About Compost is Wrong” and “Grow Your Best Tasting Tomatoes Ever!”  For more information 
please visit his website at  http://www.whyy.org/91FM/ybyg/about.html  

Bryce Lane-  Horticulturist, two time mid-south Emmy Award winner  for his eleven year series titled " In the Garden With Bryce Lane" presented 
on UNCTV, and professor emeritus from NC State.  Bryce currently teaches courses for various organization like the Raulston Arboretum and has 
returned to teach at NC State part time.  

Bryce’s presentation will be “Gardening on the Edge.” Bryce has maintained his own NC garden for 36 years. For more information please visit his 
website at http://www.brycehlane.com 

Roger Mercer- Fayetteville’s own guru on daylilies and camellias and longtime news reporter in Norfolk, VA and Fayetteville Observer. His 
symposium topic “Growing the Garden of Eden-With Love” will show his vast experience in horticulture. Roger has 45 years’ experience in growing 
daylilies. He is one of the three founders of the Cape Fear Botanical Garden. Please visit his website for more 
information  http://www.mercergarden.com 

A special guest appearance and book signing will be with Brienne Arthur. Although not a session speaker this year, Brie will join us to introduce her 
new book, The Foodscape Revolution.  Brie is considered a leader among the "New Generation of Gardeners" by Organic Gardening magazine and 
is a Foodscaping and Landscape design correspondent for PBS' Growing a Greener World. For more information on Brie please visit her website 
at https://briegrows.com and http://brienne.gluvna@gmail.com 

The fee includes all speakers’ sessions, a catered lunch (with registration paid before March 18th), snacks and materials. No discounts will be given 
for late registrations that excludes the boxed lunch. 

Garden related vendors and special garden interest groups will be available for browsing, gathering more information and possible purchases 
between sessions and at lunch. The Master Gardener’s Demo Garden will be open for guided tours between sessions also.  Books and plants may 
be available for purchase from some of our speakers.   

The all-inclusive fee for the day is $50.00.  We accept mail in checks or online credit card payments.  Your credit card payment will be taken 
through our PayPal account from our online registration form. Make checks payable to CCMGVA and mail to Debby Nesakos, CCMGVA Treasurer- 
301 East Mountain Drive, Fayetteville, NC 28306. Please fill out the registration flier and mail with check. Check payments must be mailed by March 
15th.  This is your link to a day of gardening knowledge! 

https://form.jotform.com/Mastergardener1/registration2017 
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